Hello Everyone.

We received news last month that Ray Moore who lived in the
Sydney suburb of Forestville died on the 15th May 2020. Ray owned
OD759 and had been involved with the Vauxhall fraternity in
Sydney from the early 60’s. Ray and wife Margaret regularly
attended Vauxhall rallies and lunches right up until about 10 years
ago when each of their health started to decline. Ray will be sorely
missed as he was a wealth of Vauxhall knowledge to us as well as
being good company.

Ray and OD759 at Berry N.S.W. in 1993

My constant pleas for photographs and material to include in the
newsletters are starting to produce results.
You might notice that I have included in past newsletters
photographs of Vauxhalls that do not come under the ambit of the
A – D Vauxhall Register however as some of them are usually such
good period photographs I am sure the readers enjoy seeing them.

Ian Irwin recently sent me the photograph below to try and identify
the make of car in the car as it was captioned as being a Vauxhall in
Tasmania. Well this car as it turns out is a 35hp Minerva and is
such a good looking car I am sure it is worthy of place in our
newsletter. You might notice the chains on the rear wheel and with
the mud showing on the wheel they had obviously come through
some wet countryside. I spoke to ex Tasmanian Malcolm McLaren
(D3807) now living in Queensland and he told me that he had
information that there had been a 35hp Minerva in Tasmania
however whether it survived is unknown.

Bob Martin (Vict) who navigates for Lloyd Hocking in his 30-98
recently sent me an email with information and photographs
relating to OD1126/OD1125 formerly owned by Dave Gunning long
time member of the V.S.C.C. Victoria and now owned by Dave’s
nephew Tim Fraser.

Greetings Dave,
Re Vauxhall 23/60 OD1125
On speaking with Rob Gardiner, formerly of Penshurst Vic, I was able to
glean a little information on the car he owned. While he cannot recall
the name of the chap he bought it from in September of 1952, he does
remember he was a mechanic based with the RAAF in Ipswich. After
purchasing the car Rob promptly drove it home. He then proceeded to
strip it down in the hope of bringing it up to 30/98 specifications but
for a number of reasons found this task too difficult. He subsequently
sold the car on to Brian Ritchie in Melbourne. Brian was the brother of
another enthusiast, Robin Ritchie. Robin at the time owned a brace of
Bentleys, a 3 Litre team car plus a 6.5 Litre.
While this is of little significance for the newsletter it may be of
interest to the current owner of the car. Attached are some shots I have
copied but due to their tiny size they have not scanned all that well.
If nothing else they may provide information on the body style and wheel
size.
Cheers,
Bob Martin

OD1126/OD1125 at Ipswich in early 50’s

OD1126

OD1126 stripped for upgrading

OD1126/OD11125 as it now appears

I thought I should explain the ‘for sale’ advertisement I included in
the December newsletter for a 23-60 head. I trust the majority of
readers could see my sense of humour with the placement of this
advertisement for the head which I can assure you is absolutely
knackered and beyond repair. What you couldn’t see is the front
section of the head is completely missing as a result of frost
damage however I guess from what you saw you could see I was
having you on.
Having said that, years ago Brian Boardman wanted to buy a spare
head for his 23-60 from our spares and I had one similar with frost
damage with frost cracks and parts of the water jacket completely
missing. Its saving grace is that it was not covered in lichen and
from a distance did look more presentable. Anyhow I told him I had
a head that had never had the surface machined and was in good

order. I told him where it was in the spares on the mezzanine floor
of my factory and off he went to have a look. When he didn’t come
back I went up to find him staring at the head in silence. He made a
derogatory remark about its condition and I replied the damage was
only superficial and quite repairable and that I took exception to his
comment about its condition. Silence continued until I started
laughing to which he said, ‘You bastard Tubby, I thought you were
fair dinkum’. After everything settled down he was directed to a
better head which he bought however we did get a lot of mileage at
the Vauxhall meetings over the gee up.
Phil Virgona sent me the two photographs below of plaques that
were required to be fitted to English cars touring the continent in
the 20’s. The top photograph is of the plaque appearing on the
dashboard of Phil’s 23-60 OD998 and the lower photograph depicts
the plaque fitted to the dashboard of OE183 the ex Jack Broadhead
Wensum 30-98 coming up for sale in the UK.
The top line, Automobile is self explanatory, the second line
Vauxhall being the make of the car, the third line CHX indicates the
horsepower, the fourth line is the engine number and fifth line is
the weight of the car in kilograms.
The reason for fitment of the plaques was obviously for
identification of the car whilst on the continent.
It is interesting to see the 23-60 weighed in at 34 cwt and the 30-98
at 29cwt. So to me, if an OE engine develops twice the HP as a 2360, it has a higher diff ratio and is some 5 cwt lighter, this is
obviously the reason why so many 30-98’s overtake our 23-60 on
rallies. However, I do get more mileage out of my tyres and often
arrive at our destination before the 30-98’s as they usually miss a
turn or two in their haste.

Whilst I was just out in the garage looking for some paperwork for
the newsletter our granddaughter Holly has just titivated the printer
in my work station with the addition of her barbie dolls ‘Summer’
and ‘Chelsea” together with a birthday card she drew for me. Holly
is allowing me to let the girls sit on the printer to keep me company
whilst she is here.

I do hope ‘Ken’ doesn’t see this making him jealous and he pays
me a visit. Now back to the newsletter.
The photograph below was taken in Morpeth on the V.S.C.C.A. 1 1/2
day rally in 1989. The Vauxhalls gathered naturally at Griffin Motors
for a quick fuel stop and photo shoot. This old building is just down
the road from where we live and is now dilapidated and about to be
demolished to make way for a new block of units built
sympathetically to fit into the period of the other historic buildings
that line both sides of the street.

Merton’s OE95 Stuart’s OD233 Giddy’s OE116 Walton’s OD689
Weir’s OE169

The photograph above was sent to me by Phil Virgona and shows
George Innes the Sydney Vauxhall and Humber dealer at a show
with some of his stock. The year or location is not known and it
could even be in his show rooms in Castlereagh Street. The sign on
the Prince Henry says ‘The Victorious Vauxhall’ and on the Humber
is ‘The Handsome Humber’.
The three photographs below are of D types and a particular feature
common to the three cars has recently come under discussion.
The first photograph is a period photograph taken in the 20’s and
shows a line up of Vauxhalls outside The Oriental Hotel at
Springwood in the Blue Mountains of N.S.W. The pub is still
standing and a landmark in Springwood.

It is not known where the centre photograph was taken however the
car is bearing N.S.W. SM-570 plates and on the rear of the
photograph is written Lex Murray.

The last photograph is one of a D Type that Ron Gaudion of

Queensland owned for some time. It is thought the car sold to the
UK and maybe now running around posing as a special or a replica
E Type. Enquiries in the UK are being made to establish who
imported the car from Australia.

Anyhow, the interesting thing about all three D Types is they have
louvers all the way along the bonnet side and not the five louvers D
Types normally came out with. There is the possibility that all three
photographs are of the same car in the three stages of its life. If
anyone can shed any further information on these cars I will print it
in the next newsletter.

Ian Irwin from Canberra sent me the two advertisements below, the
first one it dated 1909 and the second one 1910 with both ads
coming from the archives of the National Library in Canberra.

Alfonso Brown preceded George Innes in Sydney as the Vauxhall
agent in New South Wales and following Innes there was Boyd
Ekins who we think took over the agency in about 1912. Edkins
made the name Vauxhall more known to the public with his
attendance at race meetings, hill climbs, reliability events as well
as inter-city record breaking runs.

Phil Virgona also sent me the two attached advertisements for 1440 Vauxhalls and the records they smashed.

Thanks again to Phil for the below photographs of George Innes’
showroom at 141 York Street, Sydney and advertisement in the
N.S.W Motorists and Cyclists Annual.

I recall there was a body from an Innes car laying in the shed near
Ingleburn where Greg Roberts’ D Type was stored. The chassis and
running gear was there as well and both were later purchased by
Geoff Symonds a member of the Veteran Car Club in Sydney.
The photo below is of Geoff Symonds and the Innes car following
its restoration. The car is now owned by the The Austraiian
Motorlife Museum at Kemble Grange near Dapto south of Sydney.
Geoff advised me the Innes car has been dated at either 1903 or
1904.
It was a Lacoste style of car which anyone could purchase in
chassis form in France, it did not have a makers name appearing
on the parts of the car and you then placed your own trade name
on the vehicle or sold it under your business name to start your life
as a motor trader.

Geoff Symonds and the Innes car.

George Innes as passenger in an Innes car.

If you Google “George Innes Sydney” you can read an article
printed on George Innes and his connection with the motor car in
Sydney in the early 1900’s.
The photograph below sent to me by Phil Virgona depicts
Vauxhall’s 1912 car which Portway’s book tells me this model was
fitted with a 41/2 litre twin overhead cam engine. No doubt a fast
racer of the day and what a pitty the factory did not carry on with
the design of this engine which at the time would have been quite
advanced. You might notice that no muffler is fitted so it would
have given you a delightful note as it went past.

1912 Coupe de l'Auto
The two photographs below are George Green’s A Type A11.596
now owned by Garry Rainsford in South Australia. The black and
white photograph was taken at George’s house in Castlecrag, a
suburb of Sydney. The garage under the house had room for about
20 cars and you can just see the front of his Crossley Shelsley.
George allowed young members of the local car clubs to maintain

and use the cars in his collection and Lester Thearle from
Gunnedah was one of these ‘hey yous’ as they I have heard them
referred to as. I think Lester was the custodian of George’s 8 litre
Bentley saloon which wasn’t too bad a deal for an enthusiastic
teenager. John Giddy was another ‘hey you’ and he drove the
Prince Henry. The coloured photograph shows the A Type after
restoration and in the background is George’s Prince Henry.

George Green’s A Type Vauxhall

Lester tells me that driver the A type in the black and white
photograph is Greg Daley and sitting beside him, he thinks is Terry
Cook. The photograph was taken in 1964 and as a lot of water has
passed under the bridge since then, Lester’s memory is a little
vague as to the names of the three lads in the rear seat.

George Green’s A Type and Prince Henry

Below is an article on 04.93 was written by the late Bill Guy a
Lancia man who lived in retirement at Jyndabyne N.S.W. Bill was a
true gentleman, very quite however with a good sense of humour
and we enjoyed many rallies in his company and wife Kate who
herself was quite a character. Bill was unfortunately killed when his
Lancia Lambda ran off the road when he was returning to his home
from the village of Jyndabyne. My thanks to Martin McCarthy of
Hilldale N.S.W. for the copy of Bill’s letter and photos of 04.93.
which is now owned by the Adams family of Boolaroo N.S.W.

04.93

04.93

Ian Irwin from Canberra sent me the photograph below and asked
me to spot the Vauxhall. When you blow the photograph up it is
clear the seventh car from the left reversed into the kerb is the
Vauxhall. It is a 14-40 and what looks like a sun roof is actually rain
water accumulated on the hood as it had obviously been raining
with the reflections on the wet street surface. It looks as though the
photograph was taken near the bottom end of Macquarie Street
somewhere near The Royal Automobile Club opposite where the
cars are parked.

Macquarie Street, Sydney c1929

Peter Weir has been good enough to write up the article below on
his veteran A Type Vauxhall A09.1. I might make mention that Peter
designed and built the body, hood and guards for the A Type
himself. When the block failed he drafted drawings for the block
enabling new ones to be cast with Peter machining them to a
finished state. A09.1 is a credit to Peter and like others I admire his
ability to complete so much of the restoration in his own workshop.

1908 A Type Vauxhall A09.1
A09.1 was built on the 24th November 1908. At that time, the chassis price of standard
wheelbase cars of 9’ 7” was £420, interestingly A09.1 has a longer wheelbase of 10’ 3”, with this
extra 8” costing an extra £5. The shop records below also show that the rear axle ratio supplied
was 15 to 62 or 1 to 4.13 which is quite low. This original ratio remains to this day, and along
with the very upright steering column (which all car body builders know brings the front seat
closer to the firewall), and the longer wheelbase, my suspicion is that the chassis was intended
to be the base for a large formal chauffer driven Landaulette which where common to Vauxhall,
and other makes at around this time.

The cars early history is not known, but in NSW in 1915, the Holderness Motorists Guide lists 56
Vauxhall cars of varying capacity. Up till the early 1920’s, registration plates where only
required at the rear of the car, so trying to identify veteran cars from early period photos in
NSW has proven to be difficult.
The photo below supplied to me by George Seymore a few years ago, is from a 1910 Australian
publication called GMT (Golf Motoring Tennis), and whilst I have no evidence to say this is my
car, it certainly has a lot in common with my car. As a side note to this, from all the other period
photos I have seen, not one other car has come close to being even a distant match.

Photo from GMT circa 1910

The first confirmed photos of my car appear from about circa 1950, and as typical of many cars,
A09.1 had at some stage been given a new lease of life with a 1920’s vintage style body.
Someone must have thought that the mechanicals on the car where good enough for more
modern times and where worth saving, I guess this must have been a testament to the reliability
of make. Note that in the 3rd photo below, the gear lever has been cranked inwards to clear the
body. The same cranked gear lever can be seen in lower down in this article, the photo by Sticky
Walton, with Martin McCarthy at the wheel.

Photos circa 1950

Early in 1955 the car was owned by a Mr. TF Wilson of “Four Oaks” Seven Hills NSW. A quick
internet search has revealed that his full name was Trevor Frederick Wilson, he was a Sydney
art director, and remained at the Seven Hills property till 1959. This heritage listed house still
stands today, the extract below is from the NSW Government Office of Environment and
Heritage.

“Four Oaks if of historical significance to the Seven Hills area as an example of a late colonial
residence belonging to the settling families of the area. The house has linkages to the Pfoffer
Family, the Best Family, and the Pearce family, all of whom are founding families of the district,
and whose residences are also retained as heritage items in Blacktown and Baulkham Hills local
government areas.”

The letter below documents his correspondence with the Vauxhall Factory in early 1955. The
1909 car, painted a fire engine red the Vauxhall factory refer to, is of course the 1909 B Type
roadster which has been at the Vauxhall Heritage Center for many years.

You will note that details listed about the car in the letter are basically a copy of the original
work order. The tone of the letter seems to suggest that the company was interested in the
request for information about one of its early cars, how times have changed.

A09.1 eventually passes on to Ron Grant who as I believe, was an early member of the Vintage
Sports Car Club of Australia. Even though he also owned at least 5 30-98’s and other cars as
well, he was instrumental in the establishment of the Veteran Car Club Australia (NSW) being
their foundation president.
Around 1971 A09.1 along with two 30-98’s pass from Ron Grant to Gunnar Sundell. The vintage
body is now long gone, having been replaced with a rather odd-looking design, neither veteran
nor vintage.

Martin McCarthy at the wheel 1980s

On the 04/04/2003 after 18 months of negotiating, I finally succeeded in the purchase of A09.1 and
straight away jumped into a full mechanical restoration. The body had remained unchanged as per
the photo above, so it was removed and after several months of procrastination and staring at a
white board full of pre 1910 Vauxhall period photos, a design fitting of a 1908 Edwardian Vauxhall
was finalised, and I set about its construction.

The design is finalised, surely building a body cannot be that hard. November 2003

The body starts to take some shape October 2004

Almost ready for painting October 2006
Over the years it eventually it all came together, and the car was retuned back to the road in
February 2008, and since the above photo was taken, some family friendly comforts like a
windscreen, and hood have been added. These comforts have been well utilized in subsequent
veteran car and Vauxhall Register rallies over the years.

Vauxhall Register rally November 2013

WANTED
Evan Quamby is in need of an original oil pressure relief valve complete for his 23-60
crankcase. If you have one and would like to sell it please contract Evan on his mobile
0448 424 476 or email him on rust2ruby@gmail.com

WANTED
Peter Weir is looking for an original complete replacement gauge, or parts to re build a fuel
pressure gauge for a 1920 D Type Vauxhall. My current gauge pictured has a very ordinary face
plate which was hand painted by someone many years ago. Call Peter direct on 0414 831 872
or email at weir@1earth.net

FOR SALE
Reg Wade’s 14-40 LM4786 of Bundanoon N.S.W. phone 02 4883 7680 mob:
0407 256 087 is selling his lovely 1927 Propert bodied LM 14-40. This is a
sound original car with matching numbers and Reg has many 14-40 parts he
will sell together with the car. Reg has owned the 14-40 for about 25 years and
the history of the car shows that he is the fourth owner since new. So if you
are interested and need to know more about the car then a phone call direct to
Reg will need to be made. Reg is asking $38,500.00 O.N.O. with the listed spare
parts below which I think is a fair price. The parts will not be sold separately.

LM4786 List of some of the spare parts for Reg Wade’s 1927 Vauxhall
LM 14-40
1. 1 x Alloy head repaired and machined
2. 1 x new alloy head not machined
3. 1 x Fuel tank
4. 1 x Water pump + extra parts
5. 1 x Magneto cradle
6. 1 x Watford F04 – rewound, timed and ready to go
7. 1 x Sims coupling spare

8. 1 original radiator cap
9. 1 x No 2 oil pump parts
10. 1x set of new valve springs
11. 1x Starter switch
12. 1 x Set of Mechanical Drawings for LM 14-40
And many more spares – too many to mention for the car you
would like to be seen driving.

Reg emailed me with the additional list of parts that will be included
in the sale and go with the car.
Vauxhall LM 14-40 - additional Spare Parts to those listed in advertisement

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

1 x radiator
1 x Lucas GA4 magneto (2 bolt) fits this Vauxhall
1 x steering box
1 x No.2 oil pump
timing gears – new pilot drilled
timing gears – old – good for hub recovery
1 x crank handle to engine fitting
1 x Zenith carburetor complete – body + main jets
1 x clutch assembly
1 x tail shaft
1 x engine block
1 x crank case
1 x gear box (has a broken finger on the gate)
1 x Vauxhall branded foot tyre pump
1 x set of tyre irons
spark plugs: 8 x 18mm Edison – new (42-TS)
spark plugs: 4 x 18mm KLG TYPE (ML5) - these run well in 14-40’s engine
LM 14-40’s toolbox containing:

a) 1 x new timing gear
b) 1 x wheel puller
c) 1 x oil pressure regulator spring
d) 1x water pump gland packing
e) 2 x suitcase straps
19. 1x generator bracket
20. 1 x brass brake cable holder

21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.
32.

2 x headlights – 1 has small dent
2 x side lights – 1 needs glass and rim
pair of dynamo bearings
1 x differential with 2 back axles
1 x torque tube bush with 1 x torque tube with tail shaft
2 x rear Vauxhall brake drums – M? or LM?
1x door lock assembly - no outside handle
1x oil pan drain plug with screen
1 x front shackle No. V8146
1 x firewall
1 x foot brake assembly and clutch pedal
1 x Brass Identification Plate for Vauxhall LM 14-40 – chassis number LM 5165

Plus many more nuts & bolts, bobweights, etc

The above photograph and parts list supplied by Reg Wade.
WANTED
Pair of starter motor straps as fitted to D, E, OD and OE models.
Tube for control levers through cylinder block to suit OD or OE.
Please contact Thurston Kent C/O John Kent mob 0411 662031 or email
jken3849@gmail.com

FOR SALE
Ron Capil (20-60) from Queensland has a set of 14-40 knockons for sale.
If you are interested please ring Ron on mobile 0467 724 839 or you can
email him on capilraj@bigpond.com

Now with a little light non Vauxhall trivia to end the newsletter.
Nearby to where we live there is a shed beside the road in a
paddock advertising Dr Morse’s Indian Root Pills. Now this sign
has always intrigued me and I thought maybe Doctor Morse’s pills
might be the answer to an age old complaint we suffer from.
Thinking if we could buy some of his pills, Dr Morse may come to
our rescue and put some life back into what is now for us, simply a
memory.

Mr Google was of little help as it shows Dr Morse’s pills were to
treat a blood related disease so I was not actually sure they would
help our ailment. Also it gave no indication as to where we could
now purchase the good doctor’s pills.
GOOGLES REFERENCE TO THE PILLS
Dr. Morse's Indian Root Pills was one of the most successful and enduring products to be
manufactured and marketed in North America as part of the lucrative patent medicine industry,
which thrived during most of the 19th and 20th centuries. Its manufacturer claimed the pills
contained herbal ingredients that would help "cleanse the blood," as "impurity of the blood" was
believed to be the cause of all disease.

Below is another reference on Google and outlines another befit of
taking Dr Morse’s Indian Root Pills. Most of us can relate to both
the over indulging and lack of exercise, however it is the last part
that is of interest to me and this was getting closer to the mark.
Dr. Morse’s Indian Root Pills - The indications or uses for this product as provided by the
manufacturer are: Laxative. To assist man when he overindulges in eating or drinking, and through
lack of proper exercise, by helping renew his interest in life.

Please let me know if any of you out there have any success with
the good doctor’s medication, maybe it only works on Indians.
My thanks to Bob Martin, Phil Virgona, Ian Irwin, Lester Thearle,
Martin McCarthy and Peter Weir for the material they each sent me
included in this newsletter.
That’s it for the end of the financial year, I hope the next financial
year sees us virus free.
Cheers.
Dave Stuart.
Mobile 04 2828 2360
Email tubby2360@gmail.com

