
 

 
Hello Everyone. 

Terry Parker from South Australia sent me another photograph of 

his 3 cylinder Vauxhall engine. 

 

 



 

 

WhiIst in isolation got a laugh out of this one......just click on the 

box below and open to full zize screen. 

 

effective flirting-1.mp4
 

 

In 1991 N.S.W. Vauxhallians held the first of the Vauxhall Register 

Rallies and saw us drive to Bright in Victoria where we stayed in 

the Bogan View motel for a number of nights. This was the first big 

run in the cars for most of us and the rally was referred to as ñThe 

Big Steerò. There were day runs each day and the photograph 

below was taken when we visited Drags Air World near Wangaratta. 

 

 

Most of us had rides in the Dragon Rapide which was fitted with 

two Gipsy Major Engines and sounded very much like a Vauxhall 

engine. Unfortunately a few of those in the photograph have now 

gone such as non Vauxhallians Bob & Phyl Pritchett. 

 



 

 

Whilst on aeroplanes, the below photograph shows a group of 

likely suspects who were flown to the Bendigo Swap Meet in Laurie 

Ogleôs 1937 Lockheed Electra named óAnsertesô. This was one of 

the first aircraft used by Reg Ansett when he started up his 

business Ansett Airlines. Look at the faces and you will see three 

of them are now in that big garage in the sky.....itôs sad we canôt all 

keep flying together. 

 

John Giddy actually was allowed to take the controls and fly the 

plane on the way down to Bendigo, well the pilot was beside him 

thank goodness. The trip home was quite eventful as we were all 

suffering from a rather large end of swap meet dinner at a chinese 

restaurant in Bendigo. We flew down into the Kangaroo Valley to 

plot Laurie Ogleôs farm on the sat nav and to do this the pilot flew 

very low and weaved in and out of the steep sandstone walls of the 

valley at what seemed tree top height. Thankfully like true soldiers 

the boys were able to hold onto their chinese meals, it would have 

only taken one to start a chain reaction. 



 

 

The photograph below was taken at John Giddyôs property in 

Kenthurst N.S.W. and it shows Team Vauxhall leaving in Murray 

McDonoghôs E Type E329 wearing the Wensum body it was fitted 

with by Hartley Holyoake. Murray is driving, Ron Adams beside him 

and Sticky and I are in the squeezy back seat. 

 

E329 and Team Vauxhall  

 

E329 today with current Velox b ody  

 



 

Steve Akers from Queensland sent me the below article and 

photograph of his fatherôs 30-98 OE40. Though 30-98ôs donôt fit 

within the parameters of the A ï D Register, this is such a good 

read I have included it as I thought you would enjoy it. 

Hello Dave, 

  

These are my fatherôs notes on the known history of OE40.  Itôs not dated but I think he 

wrote this in 1997.  The first image attached is OE40 the day Dad got it home in 1964.  

The second page has two pictures of OE40 with the fastback body on it.  Thatôs George 

Willacy in the bottom photo. 

  

Cheers, 

  

Steve. 

  

Known history of OE40. 

  

The early history of OE40 is lost.  Presumably it was imported new as OE39 still lives 

on and parts of OE42 exist. 

  

The known history of OE40 begins in 1932 when George Willacy purchased it.  

George's sister, Mrs Edna Cover of Toowoomba, told me recently that George came 

home to Brigalow in the early 1930'S driving it.  George had served his apprenticeship as 

a mechanic in one of the leading garages at Parkes in New South Wales, so presumably 

he bought it down that way.   

  

George Willacy opened a garage at Brigalow in the 1930's.  He was agent for several 

products, among them Vauxhall cars and Bedford commercials.  George was obviously a 

Vauxhall man, he kept OE 40 on the road until 1950, although it was very much altered 

from standard by the time it was laid up. 

  

The original body type is not known, but the scuttle still exists and suggests that it was a 

Velox.  It will be rebuilt as a Velox using the original scuttle, bonnet and dashboard, 3 

doors from a similar OE body and mudguards from a similar early OE.   

  

The body and mudguards were the first casualty of the unmade black soil roads of the 

Darling Downs of the 1930's. 

  

By 1938 the beautiful original body had been replaced by a home made body along 

similar lines and probably inspired by the Chrysler "Airflow".    Solidly constructed from 

angle Iron and sheeted in 16 gauge steel, all welded together with no doors or rear 

mudguards.  The front mudguards being long sweeping units from an American car.   

 

 

 



 

 

The original headlamps still sat on their forks although the forks had been twisted so the 

headlight beams crossed.  A pair of American type headlights to complement the 

mudguards were mounted on a high bar between the mudguards.  This completed the 

picture.  In the photo supplied by Mrs Cover, it appears to be on 23" rims. 

  

When this body was built by George, or if it evolved over a period of time is not known, 

however it was there in September 1938.  This is when Bill Cover, George's brother in 

law first met George and came to know the "old Vaux with knock on wheels". 

  

OE 40 was used by George Willacy in this form for many years.  One long trip is 

recorded.  This was in 1939 when George took his two sisters and Fiancé back to his old 

stomping ground in central western New South Wales.  After crossing one of the rivers 

in northern New South Wales on the ferry, the engine refused to start.  OE40 made 

several crossings on that ferry until it was unceremoniously pushed up the bank.   

  

Somewhere along the line the bones of a second 30-98 that had been burnt were 

purchased for spares.  This was a later four wheel braked car, later identified as OE262.  

Some parts from this car had been built in to OE40 by the time it was laid up.   

  

While still at Brigalow in 1941 George purchased a four wheel braked 23-60.  This was 

rebodied with a roadster body from a 1930's American car.  Probably Oldsmobile.  No 

parts of this car were built in to OE40.  The chassis number and engine number of this 

23-60 are not known. 

  

Soon after the war George Willacy moved to another garage, at Jondaryan.   All the 

Vauxhalls went with him.  Here OE40 entered the final phase of its working life.  The 

back was cut off the home built body and a crane was bolted to the chassis.  The chassis 

itself was boxed for strength, the rear springs were built up until the pack was 

approximately 8" thick.  Army Blitz wheels were welded to the original Vauxhall wheel 

centres.  All this was done to make the 30-98 in to a breakdown tow-truck.   The original 

non-braked front axle was replaced with a braked axle of American origins.  How 

successful OE40 was at this task is not recorded, however it must have carried or pulled 

very heavy loads because the original long spline rear axle had been replaced with the 

spare.  The wheel bearings had split out of the hubs and the axle shafts had twisted.  In 

1950 it was retired. 

  

OE40 languished in the grass at Jondaryan until I heard about it, from George himself.  I 

was doing a machining job on the Gudgeon bushes for an R190 International truck 

engine.  Somehow the owner, George Willacy got in to the machine shop to watch his 

job being done.  As the conversation progressed, a conversation sprang up.  "Got any old 

cars up there?"  "A couple of 30-98's."  was the reply.  On hearing that I arranged to 

inspect them the following Saturday.  The year was 1964. 

  

Inspection revealed there was only one 30-98,  plus some mechanical parts.  The "other 

30-98" being the roadster bodied 23-60.   

  

 

 



 

 

A price of 90 pounds was agreed on for OE40 and the 30-98 spare parts.  A fair chunk of 

money in 1964, but it was a 30-98.   

  

Although both axles had been replaced, the originals were still lying about.  Not 

knowing precisely what was a 30-98 part and what was a 23-60 part, on collection day I 

enlisted the help of Vauxhall experts Alan Hale and Dick Plant.   

  

After handing over 90 quid, George's oxy plant was borrowed and the remains of the 

home built body, the American mudguards and the American front axle were gleefully 

removed.  When all the parts were shifted to Brisbane it was found there were 2 diffs, 2  

chassis frames, 1 engine, 1 gearbox, 2 clutches, 2 steering boxes, 1 radiator, 1 front axle,  

1 bonnet, 1 scuttle, 1 petrol tank, 2 switch plates, 1 pair of headlights, a spare cylinder 

head, crankshaft (non-counterbalanced) and exhaust manifold.  A later trip to Jondaryan 

yielded another radiator, a 23" short spline wheel and the original smiths silver faced 

speedometer. 

  

After cleaning  the magneto and carburettor, I was able to start the engine. It made some 

dreadful noises under the bonnet, caused by cracked and loose pistons and split 

pushrods.  But the exhaust made the right 30-98 noise. 

  

When the engine was dismantled it was found to be very worn.  The cylinders had been 

rebored once, possibly twice before.  It would be unwise to rebore further because an OE 

30-98 block is the same casting as an OD.   Bearing this in mind it was decided to sleeve 

the cylinders.  The crankshaft needed to be reground and the roller cam followers 

rebuilt.  As mentioned before several pushrods were split, Deutz V8 diesel Duralium 

pushrods have been procured to provide replacements. 

  

As there were no front springs at all, a new pair were made using the correct 1/4" 

material for the main leaf and 3/16" material for the other leaves.  The front axle was 

rebuilt with new king pins and bushes and new wheel bearings.   

  

The gearbox was found to be in excellent condition, requiring only new bearings, felt 

seals and a bronze bush.  Old George certainly knew how to look after a gearbox. 

  

The diff, the Achilles heel of a 30-98 had suffered to the stage where it was no longer 

usable.  Items required to rebuild it were all bearings, crownwheel and pinion, 2 axle 

shafts, 2 axle tubes, 2 sun wheels, 2 hubs and a diff cross pin.  The rear springs, once the 

extra leaves had been discarded only needed new shackle bushes and resetting. 

  

The wheels remain to be rebuilt and the engine balancing and assembly is yet to be done. 

  

The body frame does not exist.  Some research in to the correct profile has been done, 

but nothing else. 

  

 John Akers.   Circa 1997. 
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The photographs below are copied with the permission of the 

Vintage Car Club of Queensland from their year book. They show 

an unidentified D Type on Tucka Tucka station in Queensland    

with a group of young ladies who had just returned from a polo 

match. The other photograph shows a girl driving the same car. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

There were two D types on Tuck Tucka station and the photograph 

below shows the second car ready to leave on a trip. As you will 

notice both cars were fitted with Australian bodies. 

 

 

D Type on Tucka Tucka station Qld  

 

 

 

Leigh Whitfield from Victoria sent me the below article on Rudge 

Whitworth centre lock wheels. As our cars are fitted with these 

wheels I found it a most interesting and informative article. 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Read on about OD599 in Queensland............. 

 

 


