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Hello Everyone. 

The three photographs below are of a UK 23-60 OD481 which lay in 

storage for many years and is now in the ownership of Mark Walker 

who has re-commissioned the car’s mechanicals only and left the 

body and trim in the original condition as found. 

In a previous article I mentioned this car OD481 and our 23-60 OD494 

more than likely were on the production line at the Vauxhall factory in 

Luton together in 1923 as their front axle, steering box, gear box and 

differential numbers are only one number apart. 

 

OD481 at speed in the UK (sorry for blurry photo) 
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OD481 is fitted with a lift up cowl in the rear compartment which has 

an Auster screen attached. You can tell from the photograph it is an 

original fitment and I have not seen one of these fitted to any other 23-

60. 

 

When the car was recovered it was fitted with I think a Tillotson 

carburetor. As I had the spare carburetor for the car which is a Zenith 

FS 42mm I sold it to Mark and as you can see from the photograph it 

is now fitted to the engine. 

 

OD481 engine 
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Phil Virgona sent me the photograph below from a Queensland article 

headed Vintage Vauxhall on a dirt road. The car belongs to Rob 

Robson and is a special Rob built up with DA3394 engine. 

 

 

 

 

 

The photograph above is of a youthful Margaret Ogle standing beside 

their 23-60 OD966. This car is now owned by Max Stephenson of 

Wamuran in Queensland and for sale as per our last issue. 
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Ian Hayward sent me the photograph below which depicts John 

Burton and Bradley setting off on a record breaking run. In the 

February newsletter this year appears a more fuller photograph of this 

same event. The car is E274 and is Boyd Edkin’s record breaking car. 

Also in the photograph is an M Type, Prince Henry and another 

Vauxhall hard to tell other than with a sloping windscreen probably an 

Australian body. 

 

 

 

Rear of above photograph 
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Below is another Bob Shepherd article on the 1914 Grand Prix 

Vauxhall. 

 



6 

 

 

 

The photo below is of an unknown 23-60 in South Australia. 
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Murray McDonogh sent me the period photograph below of what 

appears an A Type. The car is fitted with acetylene lights with a gas 

producer on the running board. It looks as though the photo was 

taken in France during the great war and notice the two soldiers 

washing the horses in the stream. 

 

 

 

The following photographs were sent to me by George Seymour and 

were taken by his brother in 1986-7 at Amaroo race track. 

           

    Vauxhall  pits  & M1028                        Richard Walton in M1028 
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Dave Manhart in OD1303                        Wayne Merton in OE95 

                                                      Richard Worboys in OD730 &  LM4786 

In a previous issue of the newsletter I included an old advertisement 

which always took my interest on a shed in East Maitland advertising 

Doctor Morses Indian Root Pills. Recently George Seymour sent me 

some literature for the newsletter and low and behold some 

information amongst the papers for us veteran and vintage Vauxhall 

owners. Read the article below as I am sure some of the “invaluable” 

benefits of the good doctor’s pills will help you at the end of the days 

motoring in your Vauxhall. Remind your navigator that Doctor Morse 

recommends “when packing for a trip, be sure and include a bottle in 

your handbag”. Also note the pills can be taken for a headache which 

as we know commonly applies to our navigators. 
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The two photographs below are of Vauxhall tyre pressure gauges. I 

bought the one in the top photograph years ago on ebay out of the UK 

however the second one which I have not seen previously was 

recently advertised on Pre War Cars.  

Murray McDonogh advises that he has one of the Schrader type tyre 

gauges and he is of the opinion that the patent number on the gauge 

indicates it is earlier than the one in the top photograph. 
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John Kent sent me the photograph below he found on Face Book 

under Old Australian Photographs. The two Vauxhalls look like A 

Types however there is no information as to where the photograph 

was taken other than it may have been in Wentworth N.S.W. If any 

reader has any further information please let me know. 

To open the below link to see further photographs hold the ctrl button 

down and click on the link. 

 

 https://www.facebook.com/groups/285331078563486/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_

seen&multi_permalinks=1254789138284337 

 

 

  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/285331078563486/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=1254789138284337
https://www.facebook.com/groups/285331078563486/?hoisted_section_header_type=recently_seen&multi_permalinks=1254789138284337
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The name now escapes me of who sent me the photograph below 

depicting a Prince Henry. 

 

 

The black and white photograph below is of 23-60 OD844 affectionally 

known as “The Perpendicular” in the front yard at John Giddy’s home 

in Kenthurst. John bought the car from the UK however unfortunately 

prior to it leaving for Australia the original nickel plated C.A.V. 

headlights and side lights were removed from the car and replaced 

with these non original lights. Also the chassis plate was removed 

and replaced with another OD later chassis plate.  

I won’t go into the details as why this was done however feel that it 

was such a shame the car was so original prior to it leaving the UK for 

Australia. 

The 23-60 is fitted with a Grosvenor body and was sold after John 

died and it now Paul Talliano in Victoria. 
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OD844 

 

 

OD844 in the UK prior to coming to Australia 
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Whilst on the subject of John Giddy, the photograph below was taken 

near Jenolan Caves when John and I were on a V.S.C.C.A. rally. We 

had stopped on the side of the road and yours truly can be seen 

disappearing into the cover of the bush for a comfort stop. John 

owned OD844 at the time and I owned OD233 shown with the hood up. 

Readers with a keen eye will observe John’s 23-60 is wearing plates 

OD844 which he had purchased from the Transport Department and 

were to be fitted to the Grosvenor Saloon OD844 when it was 

restored.  

 

 

 

OD233 and OD494 
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The three photographs below are of Peter Weir’s A Type Vauxhall 

A09.01. 

The top photograph is of the car wearing its second body as it was 

when owned by Ron Grant of Ingleburn. 

The middle photograph shows a youthful Martin McCarthy at the 

wheel of the car when it was in the ownership of Gunnar Sundell and 

had been restored with a new body. 

The lower photgraph is of the car in its present form following its 

restoration by Peter Weir who built this period body and guards for 

the car. 
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Stray current loss occurs usually in old wiring where electrical 

current escapes and gets into the cooling system causing 

electrolysis. Sometimes it can be remedied by placing and additional 

earth to your battery, if this does not cure the problem old wiring 

needs replacing. 

The photograph below shows the result of electrolysis of the water in 

the cooling system of a Vauxhall engine similar to what you see 

occasionally on dirty battery terminals. 
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The photograph below is of OD494 when it arrived by pantec at 

Kenthurst after it was purchased by John Giddy at the auction held at 

Tullarmarine Airport in 1990. 

John also purchased a quantity of spare parts that were also 

auctioned separately to the car and included a D Type differential 

which can be seen on the floor of the pantec behind the car. 

OD494 has now been owned by Mary and I for the past 26 years. 



18 

 

 

 

The photograph below shows all the spare parts John purchased at 

the auction. 

 

The photograph below was taken along the Old Hume Highway at 

Bredalbane in N.S.W. and shows John Giddy’s E Type E366 being 

driven by the then owner Greg Mackie, Murray McDonogh as 

passenger and John’s wife Marion in the back seat with arm up 

emptying some of John’s ashes from rear of the car. 
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This section of road is where Boyd Edkin’s ashes were also spread as 

it was his favourite section of good straight road where he would 

open up the car and make up some lost time on record breaking runs. 

The team of Vauxhall drivers lining each side of the road were raising 

there glasses of John’s favourite port to bid him a final farewell. 

 

 

Old Hume Highway Bredalbane N.S.W.  

 

 

The photograph below is Ron Heine’s 1913 Ascot bodied A Type A54 

when it was in the custodianship of Martin McCarthy of Castle Hill in 

Sydney. Ron died recently and I will advise in a coming newsletter 

what is to become of the A Type. 
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Ron has owned his A Type since the 1940’s and the photograph 

below is a period shot taken when Ron used the car as his every day 

driver.  

 

 

A54 
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Some more photographs from the archives of The Vintage Motor 

Club. 

The first whilst not Vauxhall shows an interesting Chenard Walker 

roadster owned by Club member M. Gasgoine. 

 

 

1973 Mountain Rally 

 

1972 Mountain Rally OD949 
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1972 May Charity Run OD781 

 

1972 May Charity Run 

Don is still a member of the V.S.C.C.A. with his Hotchkiss 



23 

 

 

 

1960’s 

This 20-60 Special owned by Cyril Stanbridge had a body built from a 

underwing fuel tank from a wartime aeroplane 

 

1964 Warwick Farm D3883 
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Below is one of three articles from the archives of the V.S.C.C.A. 

written by one of the founding members Bob Shepherd. He wrote 

articles accompanied by his drawing of the 1914 Grand Prix Vauxhall, 

the 1922 3 litre TT Vauxhall as well as the article below on 1914 A210 

Vauxhall known as Fifty Bob. 

 

 

Fifty Bob A210 
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CRANKSTART ENGINEERING John Kent (w) 03 5798 3053 

Parts - not exhaustive 
 
Blade drive couplings for D, E, early OD and OE. 
 
Bottom Water Elbow castings in alloy. 
 
Head Gaskets - pending for OD and OE. 
 
Timing chain conversion to roller chain for D, E, OD and OE models. 
 
OE Cylinder Heads. 
 
OE exhaust manifolds. 
 
 
Services 
 
All aspects of restorations and maintenance including sub assemblies.  
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ARGO ENGINEERING – 84 Swan Street, Morpeth N.S.W. Phil and Adam Ph 02 49347099 

 

 

14-40 Conrod 

  

A Type conrod 
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30-98/23-60 conrod 

 

For enquiries or placement of orders for new steel conrods direct 

contact on the above phone number to either Phil or Adam is 

required. You will need to discuss whether the rods are to be 

machined for poured or slipper bearings – they can do both. 
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DAVE STUART  mob 04 2828 2360 

New bronze castings for early model hood rests $25.00 ea 

 

 

 

New bronze castings for Rotax bulb horn mounting bracket to the firewall $25.00 ea 

 

 

 

New aluminium castings for C.A.V. side light plinths $20.00 ea 
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OD – OE and 14-40 hood to windscreen clamps 

 

 

D Type OD and OE luggage rack brackets 
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FOR SALES 

Evan Quarmby has the following for sale. 

Dave, 

Could you circulate this please: 

 

Original Sparton horn for Vauxhall 23/60. Complete with original Vauxhall bracket to bolt to 

firewall. Comes with a NOS horn button which is not exactly Sparton but is very close to look 

at.  

Horn works fine, and is in very good condition.  The Sparton was fitted as a factory item to 

23/60s built between those having the early Klaxon upright and the late Klaxon combination 

horns.  

$600 

Email Evan at rust2ruby@gmail.com 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:rust2ruby@gmail.com
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Ross McMurray was able to identify the 14-40 appearing on page 1 in 

the December newsletter as belonging to Ian Cullen from South 

Australia and it is chassis number LM4329. Perhaps the South 

Australian 14-40 owners could confirm this. 

 

That concludes this newsletter so I would like to thank all those who 

contributed with articles and photographs to make it possible. 

 

 

 

Dave Stuart. 

Mobile 04 2828 2360 

Email tubby2360@gmail.com 
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