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Hello Everyone.

The photograph below was given to me when we were on a rally years
ago and were passing through Oberon in N.S.W. The owner of the
local garage came out to look at the Vauxhalls parked in the street
and as a result of talking to him he recalled he had a photograph at
home of a Vauxhall which he later sent to me.

The 30-98 is an E Type and looks as though it has an Australian body.
The scuttle vent on the top of the body is one that Boyd Edkins had
fitted to locally built bodies as well as imported cars to give relief to
our extreme summer temperatures. It is thought the 30-98 may have
belonged to Hope Bartlett.




Smith and Waddington body builders of Camperdown in Sydney were well
respected for the bodies they produced in the very short lifespan of their
business. Alex Hayw a r d 6-60 OR1303 now living in Shropshire in the
UK had its body built by another Sydney body builder also near
Camperdown by the name of Jackson Jones and Collins.

Jackson Jones and Collins bodied OD1303

Smith & Waddington was very well known in Australia in the 1920s for buildir
luxury handmade car bodies for imported chassis, especially-Rolge, in their
Camperdown factory from 1921. Albums of finished cars were shown to

prospective clients for them checand develop their preferred design. The alby
in this collection may have been one of those produced.

The reason for the local body work, as noted by John Dunn in '‘Comeng: AH
of Commonwealth Engineering Vol 1: 19P955', was that during World \Wa
there were few ships and little space to import entire cars to Australia so chag
only began to arrive here. By the 1920s the enormous growth in demand for
led to the development of a local thriving motor body building industry. As we
Smith& Waddington Ltd other Sydney firms included: R.L. Archer at 112
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Parramatta Road; the Missenden Road Body Works Ltd; Propert Motor Body Co.

at Newtown; and Lou Fitch's body works and E.E. Agate at Summer Hill. Dur
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this time there were some 90 diéfat car makers advertising 300 model variatic

As well as luxurious car bodies, Smith & Waddington tapped into the lucrativ
body building market in the 1920s spurred on by the increased public transpg
requirements from Sydney's growing populatgnch had almost doubled since
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1901. Many esservicemen experienced in driving and maintaining motor vehicles

during the War, set up local bus runs. Up to the 1920s most of Sydney's bust
been imported from America so Smith & Waddington were oneedir#t local
companies to begin bus body work. By 1925 they were making 60 smalk, sin
deck bus bodies over avonth period. Photographs of their bus bodies are
included in this collection of photographs and aloum which clearly illustrate th
fashionsmethods of production and motor body building industry at the time.
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The Great Depression of 1929 put an end to Smith & Waddington's luxury car body

production and the firm went into liquidation;emerging as the Waddington Bo
Co. Ltd, eventually makg doubledeck bus bodies for the New South Wales

dy

Department of Road Transport and Tramways from 1935 and rail buses from 1936.
The firm moved to Granville in 1937, was taken over by the Federal Government
during the Second World War to make aircraft hesmgad freight wagons, became

Commonwealth Engineering Co. Ltd in 1946 and COMENG from 1963. They

made buses and railway wagons and passenger vehicles for transport opera
over Australia until its closure in 1989.

Dunn, John, ‘Comeng: A History @bmmonwealth Engineering Vol 1: 1921
1955', Rosenberg Publishing Pty Ltd, Dural , NSW, 2006;2i.9

Information provided by Mary Tugnett.
Margaret Simpson

Curator, Science, Technology & Industry
December 2010
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Smith and Waddington bodied Charabanc
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Evan Quarmby (OD1072) identified this charabanc body as being built on a
White Commercial chassis circa 1925.

If you would like to see more examples of the bodywork by Smith and

Waddington simply hold down the control button (ctrl) on your
keyboard and click on the link below.

https://collection.maas.museum/object/571866#&qid=1&pid=1

And one last photograph from the collection, | wonder what happened to
his lovely monster.

6-CYLINDER MERCEDES. 7-PASSENGER TOURING BODY.
Bodywork by Smith & Waddington Limited. Camperdown.



https://collection.maas.museum/object/571866#&gid=1&pid=1

Some more photographs from the archives of The Vintage Motor Club
N.S.W.

1959 Oatlands House Concours

Jim Cuthbertds OES56 and60Les Robi

1960 DavidCro aker ds OE225 ad#4) Myer &s
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1973 July Mountain Rally Chenard Walker roadster




1973 July Mountain R ally OD966

1974 Mountain Rally M1028




Phil Virgona who seems to find all things Vauxhall on TROVE sent me
this 23-60 advertisement he recently came across. Woollahra for
those interstaters is now a fairy ritzy suburb of Sydney and | would
think the resident at the time of this advertisement, Mr Ward, could
see the light and wanted to escape to a more rural setting.

HULTARY FARM and ORCHARD wanted. Wil
exchangs Vanxhall Tourer. 1925-26 model, 23,60

English body wire wheels, front-wheel brakes, as
deposit WARD, 27 Ocean-st, Woollahra.
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27 Ocean Street Woollahra in Sydney

Team Vauxhall at Amaroo Race Track 1987 Photo R. Walton.

LM4786 8 OD966 9o OD689 & Al11.487 8 OE1166 OD730 6 OD1303 OD739 9
OEZ265




Missing from the bottom of the advertisement below is Barlow Motors
Pty. Ltd. 20 7T 28 Latrobe Street (2 doors from Exhibition St,)
Melbourne. Unfortunately my scanner only scans A4 sized paper.

OPhone : F2161
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Built for Lovers of the Best
For Driving Ease the Vauxhalls' Please
BR]TISH The Car of Grace that Sets the Pace

£ fo point out to Buyers that we have given exceptionally large contracts to the Vauxhall
ch has enabled us to reduce the prices:—

14/40 D.S STANDARD, Australian Body .. .. ... .. £720

1440 DS. DE LUXE:' Australian Body .. .. .. .. .. .. £750
14/40 DS. DE LUXE, English Body .. .. .. .. .. .. .. £795
23/60 D.S. KINGTON, English Body .. .. .. .. .. .. ..£1,250
23/60 D.S. MALVERN, Seven Seater .. .. .. .. .. .. ..£1,300
DRI . .. .. . oo o i e an a 31,000

10




The photo below was taken outside Anersleigh House in Bowral on a
V.S.C.C.A. rally to the highlands. We had stayed the night and from
memory it was a night to remember. | had only recently met Mary and
this was only the second time Mary had stayed overnight on a Club
event, so | will say no more. My 23-60 OD803 was still under

restoration and we were travelling with John and Marion Giddy in
OE116.

Annersleigh House Bowral 11.10.87

Phil Virgon a & s -6@ ®80E167 8 OE125 38 OD689 8 D209 - OE265 & OD739 8 OE116
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The photo bel ow was taken i @hePhé&dat
Ingleburn where a few Vauxhalls had met prior to driving to the
annual picnic day at Vi c Nichol sonBosralhom

OE108 Black Bess - M102 8 - OE116 - OD1303

Same cars same day in Burradoo
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The photograph below is from the Vauxhall Millennium Calendar 2000

and is captioned o6Vauxhall 5 hp.i
electricityi was sparking Thomas Edi sonoés
fl ow when Vauxhal/l bui |t Its firs

983cc generated 5hp, good for 20m.p.h. and 38 m.p.g. Not much
luggage space or weather protection, admittedly, but turn of the
century motoring was less about transportation, more a social
pasti me. 0

The rather blurry still photo taken from a video shows Richard
Wa | tsoMil@28 at Amaroo Race Circuit. Richard had deployed the air
brake as he came into a corner at high speed.
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Some more photographs of Vauxhalls competing at Oran Park in 1988

Hurlingham

Richard Walton in 23 -60 OD689
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Below are two more photographs from the Vauxhall Motors 2000
Millenium calendar.

ST T e e T Tactory Gpemg TTyosy Teros

Vauxhall factory in 1919 and by 1920 car were assembled on a track
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The photograph taken bel ow0 OX/72 \afady
shows the car was originally fitted with a Californian top together with
880 x 120 beaded edge wheels. The photograph was probably taken in
the 2006s someti me and shows the or
their home believed to be somewhere in Melbourne. John Giddy
bought the car in later years and drove it home to Sydney with the car
still in this original condition.

OD772 as is appears today.
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Below is a period photograph of a 23-60 in the UK.

Maybe someone in thel4-40 fraternity might identify the 14-40 below,
itis a N.S.W. photo and appears to be taken on arally.
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The photo below shows Team Vauxhall enjoying some cheer during a
break for Neil Heilbrunn at yet another Royal Hotel, this one situated
in Marrar between Temora and Wagga. It would have been remiss of

us I f we ditlislidtle vilagea@mpd contribute some business
their way.

RoualHotel
MARRAR

Rob Merryful 8 Emi Walton & Neil Heilbrunn d Euan Coutts 8 Richard Walton

and Dave Stuart.
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Brodie Bishop 14-40 owner from South Australia put the news out he
was going to have an order placed for new 14-40 conrods to be
manufactured by Argo Engineering in Morpeth. If you remember Argo
Engineering produced a batch of sixteen sets of 23-60 as well as 30-
98 rods for us. Neil Heilbrunn also had a set of new rods made by
Argo for his A Type engine which is being reconditioned by John
Kent in Wangaratta. The photograph below shows the early stages of
the production run of the 14-40 rods which included some 9 sets.
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Laurence Pomeroy left Vauxhall Motors in the UK and went to
America where he took up employment with the Aluminium Company
of America. Here is the that story taken from the 30-98 Vauxhall
Register.

.............. "

PLLLLLLLLA L

The Pomeroy

Exactly why the Aluminum Company of America decided to diversify and initi
plans fa the development of an automobile is a mystery.

The timing is equally curious as in late 1919 the world was gripped by an intg
post war economic recession. Another fascinating aspect of the project is the
that the company retained the servicesafirence H. Pomeroy to oversee

ate
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» fact

development
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Born in London, England, Pomeroy had apprenticed as an engineer with the
London Railway Company. In 1905 he accepted a position with Vauxhall
Ironworks Company and in late 1907 was tasked with a projeetd®sign one of
the companydés engines to allow f o-r
mile trial run.

The cars modified by Pomeroy won several classes and as a result he was

promoted to the post of Works Manager. In 1910 he modified a 20hp Vauxha

that reached speeds of 100 miles per hour at Brooklands.

North

Vau x|

This was also the year that he designed a car to participate in the German Pfince

Henry Tours that were held from 1905 to 1911. This would become the basig
the now | egendary yVYamohalls fmARmiul ae t
from 1911 to 1914.

These limited production models were internationally acclaimed for speed as
as durability. In 1914, H. Massac Buist, a leading automotive journalist noted
"Of the three Vauxhalls which ran the Prince Henry Tour, two got full marks
for reliability, and all did about 65 miles an hour in the speed trial, which was

really quite good for that engine with a feseated body and a full complement pf

passengers.

ASo many peopl dsspeeid type that indHT iswaniadetah

for
He e

well
that,

regular product of the Vauxhall works, and, during the last year or so a new style

has sprung up. In this the engine dimensions are 95 by 140 mm., the old bor
stroke ratio having penalised the car under manydhithbing formulae. All such

formulae which do not involve the cubic capacity of the engine are by common

acceptance considered advantageous to engines with small bore and long st
The chassis follows the lines of the original Prince Henry but hasmrattonger
wheelbase."
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Pomeroy was also an early proponent for the use of aluminum in automobiles.

However, in this he was not alone. Numerous automobile manufacturing

companies, most notably Franklin of Syracuse, New York, were pioneering the

use of thdightweight metal to enhance the performance of their durable air
cooled vehicles. Still, the car envisioned by the Aluminum Company of Amer
was to be a true industry leader.

The Pomeroy, as the car was named, was to utilize aluminum in digaty
percent of its construction including body panels, crankcase, transmission c4g
and dashboard.

Purportedly several hundred thousand dollars was spent on Hsec¢ogt project
before six cars were completed in Cleveland, Ohio in 1921. Thedgurder cars

Ca,

Se

were vigorously tested before their introduction to the public the following year.

Then arrangement was made with the luxury automobile manufacturer-Pierce
Arrow to develop an extended wheelbase,-i8hes versus 12thches, model
powered by a 7horsemwer, aluminum sixcylinder engine. It was a logical
partnership as Pieregrrow was another early proponent of aluminum having
made extensive use of the metal in the 1916 Model 66.

A few Pomeroyds were completed and

1Y%
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unceremoniously dropped. Today the Pomeroy automobile is largely a forgotten

chapter in the history of the American auto industry. It is also but one of man
interesting chapters in the history
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Murray McDonogh sent me the photographs below of a D Type
Vauxhall he and John Giddy came across in Charters Towers QIld
probabl y i nWhathhappehdd & this very complete car is
unknown. Maybe someone can fill in the story.
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Murray also sent me the photograph below taken from the original D
Type sales brochure he received with D3190. It shows the early
arrangement for the instruments with the oil and air gauge to the right
hand side of the steering column. This car also has the early Bosch
ignition switch which is probably a carry over from the veteran cars.
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Greg Roberts decided to restore his D Type D3688 which was
originally fitted with a Kington body and recreate a replica factory
Denbigh body. Greg scaled the new body up from original factory
photographs. At first | had reservations how a D Type roadster would
look, mainly being that the chassis might have been too long for this
type of body. However | think you will agree Greg has got it right and
the car certainly looks the part.
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D3688
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The photograph below taken at Brooklands depicts the early TT
Vauxhall fitted with the twin cam engine, | think a little over 4 litres.

The TT Vauxhall below was produced in 1922 and had a 3 litre
overhead cam engine. Matt Park behind the wheel also at Brooklands.
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The above car went on to become the Villiers Vauxhall Supercharged
and below shows driver Raymond Mays and his passenger Peter
Berthon in the paddock at the 1929 Shelsley Walsh hillclimb.

Photographs below taken in 1923 on a Cambridge University Trial
show a Bullnosed Morris leading a 14-40 up Dunsmore Hill.
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The photograph below shows the Vauxhall Fact o s Watt Park at the
Aston Hill hillclimb dr i vi ng what | at er be
Presentation car. At the time this 30-98 WO1078 with a shortened
chassis was largely an experimental car with the use of a light alloy
called Duralumin, even the front axle and differential housing were
made of this material.

Immediately after the photograph was taken the car slid into the
embankment and was damaged. The car did not handle well and it
was later refitted with a steel axle, given a makeover and sent to
Australia to be presented to Boyd Edkins by Vauxhall Motors in
recognition to his service in Australia to the company.
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The two photographs below were taken of The Presentation Vauxhall
WO1078 as it appeared when it arrived in Sydney and presented to
Boyd Edkins.

Youcan see it was wheels withdhewarly hell 2haped
C.AV.ModelEheadl i ghts. The AVO windscr
were two extra air vent panels in the tops of the bonnet. Edkins
changed the car and fitted 2Iloan tynes
and had a door fitted to the near
was later removed when the car lived in Melbourne and replaced with
a flat windscreen. Later Lucas headlights lights were fitted on raised
gimbles. The car is now owned by Andrew Cannon of Melbourne and
when he had it restored by John Kent the car was put back to how it
appears in these photographs.
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The photograph below was taken in 2008 on the Vauxhall Tour of New
Zealand beside the lake at Queentown in the south isle. Maria

Heilbrunn is taking to Mary in OD494.

lm rblmg @ P

-1

i
o ({1

5 .
¥ y
L
i
{ =
» o

I

The photograph above of a 3 cylinder Vauxhall engine was taken on
the same tour when we visited Phil Jelf& father Gordon (E376) at his

home in Rangiora near Christchurch.
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OD966
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George Horodyski in OE91
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CRANK START 2\
ENGINEERING

1 John Kent - e-mail: jken3849@gmail.com

CRANKSTART ENGINEERING John Kent (w) 03 5798 3053

Parts - not exhaustive

Blade drive couplings for D, E, early OD and OE.

Bottom Water Elbow castings in alloy.

Head Gaskets - pending for OD and OE.

Timing chain conversion to roller chain for D, E, OD and OE models.
OE Cylinder Heads.

OE exhaust manifolds.

Services
All aspects of restorations and maintenance including sub assemblies.
FOR SALE.

John has a matched pair of 23-60 diff centre housings minus the axle tubes $100.00
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ARGO ENGINEERING i 84 Swan Street, Morpeth N.S.W. Phil and Adam Ph 02 49347099

Vauxhall 14-40

i

14-40 Conrod

A Type conrod
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