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Hello Everyone. 

On the first of our Biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rallies in 

2016 the Victorians ran that was based at the Hume Weir we were 

invited to Andrew Cannonôs property óWoomargarmaô near Albury in 

N.S.W. to enjoy a country style lunch in the grounds of the property. 

 

On another rally in Victoria I recall we were taken from Bright up to 
Mount Hotham where we nearly missed the chalet turnoff as there 
was dense fog surrounding the village. We pushed on along through 
the snow covered countryside and down to the pub at Fish River for 
lunch ï believe me it was a cold and hairy drive with limited vision. 
We were all glad to get below the snow line to warmer countryside. 
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Somewhere in the fog near Mount Hotham  

Still in Victoria and on our way home from Metung where we had 
stayed the night and a few miles out of Cann River a stone thrown up 
by a passing vehicle broke the glass in the top half of our 23-60ôs 
windscreen. The glass fragments were all inside the driverôs 
compartment and I was finding them in the car years later. I replaced 
the broken windscreen with laminated glass the same as fitted to the 
bottom half and is much more practical.  
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From Cann River in Victoria we headed north up through Bombala to 
Cooma where we stayed the night before returning to Sydney the 
following day. The photograph below Mary took through the broken 
panel as we travelled towards Cooma through lovely undulating high 
country. 

 

 

 

In the collection of Vauxhall factory photographs I have always 
admired the photograph below of the D Type saloon with its elegant 
rounded body and V windscreen and rear mounted spare. There was 
an E Type with what appears to be a similar body and I think both 
these cars are the best looking saloon bodied Vauxhalls that were 
produced. 

It would appear to me both cars may have been bodied by Grosvenor 
as their bodies did incorporate V windscreens. 
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D Type  

 

 

E Type  
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Another interesting photograph from the Vauxhall factory 
photographs is the H Type Vauxhall they developed. Though 
outwardly looking much like any other E Type the chassis is quite 
different when you see the front mounting for the rear spring and as 
well the steering box was mounted inside the chassis rail similar to a 
D Type and not in the normal manner E Type steering boxes were 
mounted. The drop arm was mounted inside the chassis rail as 
depicted in the 2nd photograph below of the offside of the engine. 

 

 

The H Typeôs engine was a twin overhead cam type and more than 
likely a carryover design from the Tourist Trophy car engines they 
developed. This engine was believed to have been chosen for the 
replacement engine for the side valve 30-98 however this never took 
place. It had a capacity of 4.4 litres and developed 90 b.h.p.  
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The photographs below depict both sides of the H Type engine. 
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The Prince Henry óRecreationô below is located in England and sold 
recently for UK33,000 pounds  

 

The car went to Bonhams Auctions however failed to sell and was 
sold post auction. Below is the description of the car as per the 
Bonhams auction. 

c. 1912 Vauxhall 16/20hp Prince Henry Recreation 

Registration no. BF 5481 

Chassis no. to be advised 

Engine no. A.11.425 

Å Re-creation of the Swedish Winter Trial car of 1912 

Å Based on an ex-Julian Ghosh ókitô 

Å Built by the vendor, an acknowledged expert on Edwardian Vauxhalls 

Å Later 3-litre 16/20hp engine 

Å Constructed between 1998 and 2010 

Å Successfully completed Great Winter Reliability Trial centenary event in 2012 
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It is interesting this car brought very little compared to the Prince 
Henry Vauxhall depicted in the photograph below. The difference 
being the car below is a genuine Prince Henry Vauxhall and not a 
óRecreationô. 

 

1913 Vauxhall 25hp Prince Henry Sports Tourer Registration no. LX 4502 Chassis no. C27 

Engine no. D135C 

Estimate: £300,000 - £350,000 

the Ltd. Of Aston Cross, Birmingham. Registration no. 0I 2467 Chassis no. C97 

Sold for£516,700inc. premium 

Some years ago I penned an article for V.S.C.C.A.ôs club magazine 
however I didnôt get around to having it printed as I thought it may 
have been too controversial. However things are quite different these 
days and as can be seen by the prices these two Prince Henry 
Vauxhalls fetched I think the article is now more relevant. 

IS IT A ROSE -  A BRIAR - OR A HYBRID 

                                                                                                        By Dave Stuart.   

I have often asked myself the question when looking at a vintage or Veteran car, is it a 

rose, a briar or a hybrid?.....other than to the experienced eye it is sometimes difficult to 

distinguish. Having owned vintage cars since I was 15 years of age I have seen many 

and have owned seven 23-60 Vauxhalls and during the years have become quite 

acquainted with this model of Vauxhall. However, this article also relates to veteran and 

vintage cars in general as what I find is relevant to all makes and not just my own. 
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Firstly, I see the veteran/vintage car as a rose on the day it comes off the production 

line, built to the makers design, specification, quality and finish. Over the years if the 

rose is looked after and nurtured it will survive, if not, it will simply die or turn into a briar. 

Similarly a veteran/vintage car can survive in its original format, however if neglected 

completely it will fall into a state of disrepair, become unserviceable and often be used 

as a donor vehicle or even dare I say it, broken up. 

The briar can be brought back to its former glory and beauty as a rose however a 

vintage car is really in the hands of the owner as to whether it will return to being a rose. 

The owner has his own views on how he wants his car to look when it is finished and I 

acknowledge that this is his privilege. He may not want it to look like a rose but 

something in his view better than a rose and it then I feel can become a hybrid. 

Nurseryman can do the same with a rose and create another variant of rose from the 

original plant, the difference being here is that it is called a hybrid and given another 

name. Should we do the same when this happens to a vintage car? I donôt really know 

the answer, as unlike the rose there is no name yet given to a hybrid vintage car (see I 

am already giving it a name) other than replica and the dictionary definition of the word 

replica does not really apply to a vintage car. 

One thing I must acknowledge is that some of our veteran/vintage car enthusiasts have 

enormous skills and the ability of being able to recreate a rose of a car, however elect 

for reasons only known to them, to slightly vary it from the original format. I know they 

often have the ability of being able to recreate the particular item when even to the 

trained eye it is hard to distinguish from the original, however in some cases do not go 

down this path. I think that recreating some particular part so close to the original article 

that even to the trained eye it is difficult to tell, to me, deserves more credit. 

As a matter of interest, a 30-98 Vauxhall in England recently sold for some three 

hundred thousand English pounds (OE56) which equates to well in excess of 

$600,000.00 Australian dollars. The reason it fetched such an unbelievably high price is 

that it was an original car with an original factory fitted Velox body, bonnet and guards 

and the mechanicals were all matching numbers. To me this is a good reason for 

sticking with the original component if you are lucky enough to have it. Imagine having 

the original component, restoring it and along the restoration path changed and 

modified the car to your own liking to find out you have probably wiped a considerable 

amount off the value of the car by your actions. To me you have ended up with a hybrid 

and to the true believer you destroyed the true value and pedigree of the car. A 

veteran/vintage car restored to its original state has more appeal to me than those I 

seen that have been modifications to the body or the engine. 
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Some of our vintage cars go through a series of changes in their ownerships with 

changes to bodies and mechanical parts to the point of the story of Old No 1, the Speed 

Six Bentley in the UK. Read the article on the court case re the validity of this car and 

you will see the difficulties changing things on our cars create. It was acknowledged by 

Bentley experts that there was in all probability not one original component, including 

the chassis remaining on the car that was on it when it left new from the factory. It could 

still be called a Speed Six as original Bentley components were used in it to effect the 

changes however it was obviously not the car that left the factory. Interestingly, the 

judge in the Court case ruled that it could be called or known as Old Number 1 as it had 

a continuous history and these changes were made to it over a long period of time 

whilst the car was still being used. A bit like grand dadôs axe, though it had two new 

heads and six new handles it had also been in use all his life and can still be referred to 

as grand dadôs axe though it is a far cry from the original one grand dad purchased.  

The constitution of the V.S.C.C.A. simply sets out in its objects that we shall encourage 

the interest in Vintage Sports Cars and makes no reference to restorations. Therefore it 

does not limit our Committee to accepting cars into the Club as long as they are 

described correctly and meet the requirements in the Constitution for each category of 

car, which to me is a good thing. The quality of the restoration is left to the ability of the 

owner or how deep his pockets are. So, at the present time we accept a wide variety of 

cars into the Club from enthusiastic people and the standard of the restoration is not an 

issue as long as the car passes a mechanical inspection. 

Some time ago now I recall at a Committee meeting we discussed the admission of the 

newly built Type 35 Bugatti in South America that were sold under the name of Pursang 

Bugatti. By calling them a Pursang Bugatti it identified the car as a new (replica, hybrid 

or recreation) whatever you decide to call it and it could not be mistaken for the genuine 

thing. It was generally agreed by the Committee if someone was to bring one to our 

events it would be accepted although it did not meet any of the categories of our Clubôs 

Articles of Association, however was a car of interest. They are now building new Alfa 

Romeos and Alvis Speed models and to the eyes of most or the likes of myself, they are 

pleasing on the eye and I would be unable to distinguish either make from the genuine 

article. I feel there is no issue in accepting these types of cars as long as they are 

described accurately and not allowed to become the original car they represent. 

So getting back to the start of my article, whether it be a Rose a Briar or Hybrid, our 

cars are what we enjoy, so letôs continue to enjoy the pleasure they provide us on our 

events. Be mindful of the points I have raised, it may not matter to you however the next 

prospective owner of your pride and joy may not see things in the same light as 

yourself. 
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Following on from the above article the two photographs below are 

what I believe to be a rose and a hybrid 23-60. Which car would you 

prefer to own? 

 

A Rose  

 

A Hybrid  
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And lastly to the above article it is very pleasing for me to see an 

original car that has never been restored and remained in its original 

state. An example of this is a 23-60 OD481 that I had the pleasure of 

seeing whilst Mary and I were in the UK earlier in the year. Of interest 

to me is the carôs front axle, steering box, gearbox and back axle are 

only one number apart from our 23-60 OD494. I believe the two cars 

more than likely were on the production line side by side as the major 

components were selected to build up the two chassisô. This car 

whilst is not restored like our car, it still appeals to me so much. 

  OD481  

  OD494  
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I first met Steve Butler from the UK when he attended the Veteran and 
Vintage Vauxhall Rally held in Merimbula in 2018 in his E Type E267 
previously been owned  by Ron Gaudion.  

 E267  

Steve took E267 back to the UK however has since purchased E467 
which he keeps permanently in Australia for rallying when he comes 
out to visit. 

E467  

In 2022 Steve attended the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally held in 
Beechworth and following the rally embarked on an epic drive when 
he decided to drive the E Type across the Nullarbor to Perth. Below is 
the first part of Steveôs journey, the second and third parts will appear 
in the February and April 2025 newsletters. 
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From East to West in óThe 
Duchessô across The Nullarbor 
Plain 
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Steve Butlerôs Diary on his drive across the Nullarbor Plain in 
November 2022                              PART 1 

Background  
One of the few things I still remember from Infant school was being told about The Nullarbor Plain. 
Australia was always a talking point because so many of my early classmates (in the 1950ôs) left school 
when their families decided to emigrate as £10 Poms, so The Nullarbor has always been on my Bucket 
List. That said, not in a million years, did I think I would ever be driving across it in a 100 year old E type 
Vauxhall 30-98, celebrating its Centenary year!   
 
On my last 8 flights from the UK to Melbourne, I have always peered out of the window at 35,000 ft as the 
flight  crosses diagonally from landfall above Exmouth in WA to Ceduna in SA and marveled at the red earth 
landscape but so far have never caught sight of the Eyre Highway, so I could hardly believe my eyes when I 
looked out this time and there it  was !  That sent a warm and tingly  feeling and as I am a bit  of a Karma fan, I 
took it  as a sign of approval for my imminent  road trip  across The Plain in The Duchess. So far so good, I 
thought to myself.  
 
The Car  
I bought E467 over the phone in Nov 2019 from a broker in Victoria and the same day it  was named ȬThe 
Duchessȭ by an old friend of mine, for reasons of its looks and for my actual location at the time. My next trip  
to Oz was March 2020 and I was doing a stopover in WA on the way to Victoria. However, that ×ÁÓÎȭÔ to be 
due to the Covid outbreak, so I ÄÉÄÎȭÔ get further  than WA and had to head back to Blighty instead. That meant 
that I ÄÉÄÎȭÔ get to see the car until  two years later!  
 
 

  E467  
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JK  (John Kent) had taken a look at the car for me before I bought it and I was also comforted by Justin 
Coxhead, who had alerted me to the car in the first place. JusÔÉÎ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÂÅÆÏÒÅ *+ ÓÔÁÒÔÅÄ ×ÏÒË ÏÎ ÈÉÓ $ÁÄȭs 
carȟ ÈÅ ÈÁÄ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÏ ÈÉÍȡ Ȭ*ÏÈÎȟ ÄÏ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÉÎË ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÇÅÔ ÔÈÅ ÏÌÄ ÍÁÎȭÓ ÃÁÒ ÌÏÏËÉÎÇ ÁÓ ÇÏÏÄ ÁÓ ÔÈÁÔ 0ÅÎÒÉÔÅ ÃÁÒȩȭȢ 
.Ï× ÆÏÒ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÏÆ ÙÏÕ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÁÒ ×ÉÔÈ *ÕÓÔÉÎȭÓ ÃÁÒ ɉ%σχπɊ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÇÈ ÓÔÁÎÄÁÒÄ ÏÆ ×ÏÒkmanship that 
CSE turns out, you will know that it is by far one of the best (if not the best) presented 30-98 E Types, of the 
30 odd remaining in ÔÈÅ 7ÏÒÌÄȢ ) ÒÅÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÔÈÉÎËÉÎÇ ȬÔÈÉÓ 0ÅÎÒÉÔÅ ÃÁÒ ÓÏÕÎÄÓ ÏË ÔÏ ÍÅȭȢ  
 
The earliest I could visit Oz (post Pandemic) was in late March 2022 and that coincided with the re-scheduled 
Vauxhall Bi-annual rally, based in Beechworthȟ 6ÉÃȢ ) ÃÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ ×ÁÉÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒ ÂÕÔ ×ÁÓ ÁÎØÉÏÕÓ ÉÎ ÃÁÓÅ ) ×ÁÓ 
disappointed. I need not have been because as I walked into the workshop at CSE and saw the car for the first 
time, I was well impressed, so no problem there. 

What really makes these cars look attractive (in  my opinion), is the larger diameter wheels which were fitted  
as standard when they were first  exported to Australia, so during Covid, I ordered 6 x  σȢςȱ x ςσȱ straight 
sided wheels (with  locking ring rims)  from Peter Richards at Richard Bros in Cardiff and had them fitted  with  
the BF Goodrich 32 x 4 ϵȱ tyres from Paul Town at Vintage Tyres in Beaulieu. Then Peter Richard kindly 
arranged for the shipping to CSE in Wang. Both items were recommended & detailed by JK and I ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
hesitate to accept his recommendation both for the ÃÁÒȭÓ looks and the practical advantages.  
 
I thought the Velux repro body fitted  to the car was stylish, if not a bit  narrow for 2 people but since )ȭÍ 
usually on my own, it  ÄÉÄÎȭÔ matter to me. The car ran well, although I thought the engine felt a bit  tight. Ral 
Rainsford had owned the car for at least 25 years and overseen its complete restoration but sadly never got to 
drive it  due to a stroke in his υπȭÓȢ He sold it  to his best friend Peter Crauford and he in turn  sold it  to the 
Penrite family. I ÄÏÎȭÔ think  any of these owners had used it  very much (if  at all) so it  probably explained why 
everything felt a bit  tight  to me.  
 
I loved driving  the car during my 1st post Covid visit, so after the Beechworth Rally, I made the decision that 
on my next trip  (Oct 22) I would celebrate the ÃÁÒȭÓ Centenary Year in style by driving  it  across The Nullarbor  
Plain to Perth. I asked Justin if he thought I was a bit  mad and typically  his reply was: Ȭ3ÔÅÖÅȟ I ÄÏÎȭÔ think  
you're mad but definitely  a bit  brave ȬȢ JK was neither positive nor negative but I recognised that I was putting  
him in a difficult  position because none of us really knew the car and in particular  the engine. He never said 
ȬÄÏÎȭÔ ÇÏȭ but then )ȭÍ not sure he thought I was 100% serious. Either way, that was good enough for me, so 
game on.  
 
November  2022  
I arrived into Melbourne on the last day of October and after grabbing a hire car the next morning, I went 
straight to CSE (Crank Start Engineering) in Wangaratta to see how they were getting on with  prepping the 
car for the trip.  Now, if ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ one thing that )ȭÖÅ learnt about the old car repair and restoration business, is 
never to expect things to be done exactly on time. This ÉÓÎȭÔ necessarily a reflection of the ÐÒÏÐÒÉÅÔÏÒȭÓ 
organisational skills, but more often due to that ȬÓÍÁÌÌ ÊÏÂȭ becoming a Ȭbig jobȬ and worse still, if that big job 
happens to be on the car being worked on before your car even gets into the workshop. Anyway after a week, 
the car was finally  ready for testing so I had a few days testing it  out and popping back into CSE for minor  
adjustments to make sure everything was ok. I also went shopping for a tent, some camping gear and a CB 
radio, as I was painfully  aware that if  I broke down between Roadhouses on the Nullarbor, I might have to 
spend a night (or  two)  under the stars and at worst, be ready to fight off packs of DiÎÇÏȭÓ in the middle of the 
night.  
 
CSE had already fitted  a few mod cons at my request, including an electric compressor for fuel priming;  a 
Hardy Spicer prop shaft for ease of greasing and a USB phone charger point. I had Thirsty  (now in the UK) 
fitted  with  all these mods and ×ÏÕÌÄÎȭÔ have it  any other way. I also asked CSE to fit  a near side mirror,  which 
proved invaluable whenever I was being overtaken by Road Trains on The Eyre Highway across The 
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Nullarbor. You just ÃÁÎȭÔ have enough mirrors  on long distance trips  in these old cars. I had also bought 4 x 
reconditioned Luvax shock absorbers from Graham Brown at VCSA but they ÄÉÄÎȭÔ get fitted  in time for this 
trip.  They are fitted  to Thirsty  back home and anyone that drives the car comments on what a superb ride it  
is.  
 

 

E467 ready to leave Crank Start Engineering  

 
 
So ÔÈÁÔȭÓ the background stuff but ÈÅÒÅȭs a write  - up & a bit  of an edited version of my diary from the 4,100 
km trip. Its pieced together from the daily messages I sent to JK, JC and DK so make no apologies for the 
ȬÁÎÁÅÓÔÈÅÔÉÃȭ nature of it. Some days I was just too knackered to do a proper dispatch, so )ȭÖÅ filled in the gaps 
for this article.  
 
 
Day 1. Friday  11/ 11/22  
Wangaratta  to Balranald  385 km   
 
Left my safe haven at the Gateway hotel in Wang at 0630 hrs straight into some rain showers. Not the Bon- 
Voyage I had hoped for but since I was excited to finally  be on my way, I barely noticed the weather as I 
headed in a NW direction to cross the northern  Victoria border at the Murray River crossing and into NSW. 
 
I had always planned to follow the mighty Murray River towards Adelaide but the recent floods had made me 
think  twice and some of the wiser elders of the car community also advised against it. However, after careful 
consideration, I decided to stick to my original  plans. I followed Google Maps and left the lush Vineyard area 
around Wangaratta for the gentle rolling  wheat belt hills of southern NSW on the north side of the Murray 
River. (The Murray River is the border between Victoria, NSW and SA). Then, miles of grazing land which had 
gone brown from the recent floods. The roads were mostly clear of flood water, although navigating the 
hundreds of potholes caused by floodwater was challenging, as both Justin and JK had warned me. One of the 
holes got me and nearly threw me out of the ÄÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ seat. Any false teeth would have been gone, ÔÈÁÔȭÓ for 
sure. I stopped to check the car and miraculously, it  was still  in one piece. 
 
I stopped a couple of times to de-layer some clothing but the bloody flies and midges were really bad as I 
drove through the worst  of the flooded areas and I had to keep stopping to clear the windscreen, as the flies 
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soon made it  impossible to see where I was going.  
 
At some point  during the day, I was stung on my ankle by something and it  hurt  like hell. I thought it  was 
inside my sock but when I looked down, I saw something clinging to the outside of my sock. I managed to flick 
it  off and tread on it  whilst  I was driving  but soon had to pull  over because the pain was so intense. I guess if it  
had been in QLD or NT, I would have worried  about life preservation but being here in southern NSW, I ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
give it  too much thought and the pain only lasted about 15 mins. I had some bite cream in my First Aid kit  so 
applied that whilst  using the Ȭ& wordȭ (acceptable now I am in OZ).  
 
Radiator was still  full  of water and temp never went above 85C, despite being quite humid air during the last 
3 hours. I might feel confident enough to ditch the 40 Litre water container at some point but that could be 
tempting fate. I will  need to carry water but hopefully ×ÏÎȭÔ need 40 litres. I stopped for a pie lunch 
somewhere and after 386 km reached this place and my first  overnight. The car just purred along, and I only 
saw about 40 other vehicles all day.   
 
Checked into the Shamrock motel and had an ÈÏÕÒȭÓ zizz before making my way to the local RSL (nowhere 
else here to eat) for a beer and some food. I seem to be the only guest here tonight so must be due to the 
recent floods as ÉÔȭÓ start of the weekend and this place looks like a kind of weekend River destination.  
 
It  was Armistice Day back in Blighty so I went out sporting my large knitted  bright  red poppy. It  was only 
when I entered the RSL that I realised no one else was wearing a poppy so I felt a bit  uncomfortable for a 
short time, but no-one batted an eye lid and I was made to feel very welcome (as always). Having an early 
night and I want to get back on the road as soon after daybreak as possible. Best time to travel as seems to get 
hot about 2pm.  
 
So overall a very good 1st day and only about another 3,700 km to go! 
 
Day 2. Saturday  12/11/22  
Balranald  to  Walkerie  380 km  
 
4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ challenge was not so much the potholes, as the weather. I encountered at least half a dozen intense 
downpours with  thunder and lightning to-boot. Had to stop almost each time because it  was so intense, which 
must have added at least 3 hrs to my journey time. 
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For 3 of those stops, I managed to get to a service station but the other 3 were sat in the car with my big 
umbrella in the middle of nowhere. Have to say that the umbrella was the most useful piece of kit of the day 
so thanks go to David and Mary Marsh for selling me such a suitable and robust piece of equipment one sunny 
afternoon in Derbyshire. I was on the Sturt Highway A20 most of today, following the Murray River so at 
some point I must have been back in Victoria before finally reaching the border with SA near Yamba. Now 
that was an experience, as I had forgotten about the banana I had put in the car this morning. I had seen the 
many signs warning about taking fruit into SA but as it was still pouring with rain and the wipers had packed 
up, things were pretty grim in the cockpit so I decided to press on and would throw the banana into a bin at 
the border.  

That proved to be a big mistake as (cutting a long story short), I was led away to an interview  room, 
interrogated, cautioned and issued with  a warning. Fortunately, I ×ÁÓÎȭÔ fined and the officer ÄÉÄÎȭÔ take my 
licence but I was glad to be back in the car and into SA. Have to say that for once, the ÃÁÒȭÓ presence ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
provide any interest or concessions whatsoever and I had to take the dressing down on the chin from a very 
young border officer who was just doing his job but in a very thorough manner & straight from the book.   
 
The windscreen wiper  motor packed up early this morning. It  worked OK a couple of times yesterday but 
after the second rain today, it  packed up altogether so )ȭÍ assuming ÉÔȭÓ unfixable for the time being. The 
headlamp lights also went out yesterday but the side lights are still  ok. I took the bulbs out and they looked ok 
to me but I changed them for 2 of the new ones that I am carrying. It  made no difference, so I guess it  could be 
the fuse. 
 
I know where the fuse box is and remember being under there on the last trip,  so I can probably do it  but )ȭÍ 
just not in the mood today and )ȭÍ hoping that when I get a bit  further  west, this rain will  go away and I ×ÏÎȭÔ 
need the wipers. I detest rain and getting wet so it  does nothing for my mood. 
 
Even without  the showery weather, I think  ÉÔȭÓ preferable to have all the lights on so that oncoming traffic  can 
see me and especially with  such poor visibility  during the rain showers. 
I wasn't sure if it  was mandatory to have all the lights on when ÉÔȭÓ raining (like the UK) but I asked a truck 
driver  today who said it  ×ÁÓÎȭt, so at least I ÄÏÎȭÔ think  )ȭÍ breaking any more Oz laws. 
 
IȭÖÅ been like a drowned rat all day so had a hot shower when I arrived and )ȭÍ now eating and having a glass 
of vino. )ȭÖÅ already had a pie and other stuff today, due to the number of service station stops )ȭÖÅ had to 
make whilst  sheltering from the cloud bursts but hey ho . ȣȢ when needs must. The good news is that the car 
is running well  so fingers crossed. I managed to get it  parked under cover tonight in the Walkerie Hotel fuel 
station (part  of the hotel) because they are forecasting giant hailstorms tonight. Judging by the dark and 
foreboding looking skies outside, I can believe it  !   
 
 
Day 3. Sunday 13/ 11/22  
Walkerie  to Quorn  325 km   
 
The first  almost dry day, with  some sunshine and fluffy  whit e clouds. By far the most dramatic landscape so 
far, initially  with  more brief views of the Murray River and ÉÔȭÓ deep gorge, but later opening out into a huge 
arable landscape until  reaching the foothills  of the Southern Flinders. Just miles and miles of grain crops and 
the occasional farmstead. Wheat, Barley, some Rapeseed (or Canola as ÉÔȭÓ known in Oz) and other crops that I 
ÄÉÄÎȭÔ recognise. Fields the size of an English County and nothing but rolling  countryside and healthy looking 
crops. A beautiful arable landscape, probably looking ÉÔȭÓ best for years due to the amount of rain this year. 
Certainly the best looking landscape so far on my route and probably the first  time in my life that I have 
driven and actually seen a Wheat Belt landscape in real life, so it  will  be a memorable day. 
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Canola  along  the  road  

 
 
Fields the size of an English County and nothing but rolling  countryside and healthy looking crops. A beautiful 
arable landscape, probably looking ÉÔȭÓ best for years due to the amount of rain this year. Certainly the best 
looking landscape so far on my route and probably the first  time in my life that I have driven and actually 
seen a Wheat Belt landscape in real life, so it  will  be a memorable day.  
 
4ÏÄÁÙȭÓ driving  challenge was the wind  as I feel like I have spent the day testing the thrust  from the rear of a 
jet engine, rather than driving  the car. Probably because of that, it  felt like the longest and most tiring  day so 
far. Google Maps also sent me down a few enjoyable but unmade road sections, which were good surfaces and 
probably no more than about 30 km long at a time. I also had to keep alert all day for ȬÆÌÏÏÄ×ÁÙÓȭȟ whether 
they had water in them or not. They can be quite severe dips in the road so ÉÔȭÓ necessary to slow down 
otherwise you could easily be catapulted out of the cockpit. 
 
I stopped a few times for a break and twice for fuel, then towards the end of the day (and when I saw only 30 
mins to go, according to Google Maps) I decided to treat myself to a schooner of lager and bag of crisps at a 
pub in a quaint small town called Melrose. During my short stop there, one of the locals told me that my route 
to Quorn was impassable due to flooding and the only way I could get there was via a 1hr detour along an 
unmade road. Have to say, I found that a bit  of a drag when I was already pretty  exhausted but hey ho, I am 
living the dream and having one of my adventures of a lifetime, so what do I care.  
 
Finally arrived into Quorn and found the Flinders Ranges Motel. I seem to be the only person staying here 
tonight and ÉÔȭÓ a quirky  old Mill  place with  motel rooms at the back. An interesting young lady owner is 
running the place but (by her own admission) she is fairly  new to the business and I gathered that her 
absentee mother has recently set her up in it.  3ÈÅȭÓ enthusiastic and helpful so )ȭÍ sure she will  do ok.  

The photograph below was taken by Phil Virgona whilst he was 

helping Ray Mooreôs family sort through the Vauxhalls spares Ray 

had accumulated over the years. It shows the front and rear 

mudguards that were on my 23-60 OD841 when I purchased it from 

Alec Steet  in 1962. It was the first time I had seen the guards again in 

some 60 years, they were still unchanged and in the same condition.  
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I later sold OD841 to Ray in 1966 together with OD1107 and OD1072. 

The front guards were not the standard guards generally fitted to the 

Kington body and may have been originals modified at sometime in 

their life. They appear to have been cut and shut to lower the shape 

with a wider and flatter curve. The original Kington windscreen had 

been removed and replaced with a drop windscreen as fitted to 

Bentleys. Also the rear lip on the body had been removed and the 

hood also cut and shut to fold down inside the rear of the body tub. It 

appears these modifications may have been made to modernize the 

car a little.  

I had the body re-timbered by Fred Matheson from Regents Park in 

Sydney who was a tech teacher in body building at the technical 

college in Harris Street Ultimo Sydney. I had Fred put the lip back on 

the rear of the tub and he refitted the aluminium skin back on the new 

body frame and welded it all up again. He also fitted the original 

windscreen that I had taken out of OD1072. 

Ray didnôt do much to the car during the time he owned it as he also 

purchased OD759 from Murray McDonogh and he and Margaret used 

this 23-60 regularly on V.S.C.C.A. events. The photograph below 

shows OD841 still looking much the same as it was when I sold it to 

Ray. Ray sold the car to Boris Satara who lives out near Bringelly on 

the outskirts of Sydney. 
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OD841  

Boris recently sold OD841 to Alan Miller who lives at Catherine Field 

between Liverpool and Camden. 

The article below relates to Prince Henry D.211 owned by Andrew 

Hayes from South Australia. Andrew and his wife brought the car to 

Orange in September for the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally and it 

proved to be a highlight. 

Interestingly this car known commonly at the United Motors Prince 

Henry is a one owner car and I really donôt know of any other Veteran 

or Vintage Vauxhall can claim the same provenance, however I might 

be corrected and I am sure I will if that is the case. 
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Prince Henry D.211  

The Record Breaking 1913 Vauxhall Prince Henry ς Type C 4 Litre Article: Andrew Hayes The Prince 

Henry Vauxhall is often referred to as the ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ ǎǇƻǊǘǎ ŎŀǊΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ [ǳǘƻƴΣ 9ƴƎƭŀƴŘ 

and was made famous between 1908 to 1911 by the Prinz-Heinrich-Fahrt. The Prinz�Heinrich-Fahrt 

(Prince Heinrich Tour, also known as Prince Henry Tour), was named after Prince Albert Wilhelm 

Heinrich of Prussia and was a motorcar contest held from 1908 to 1911 and a precursor to the German 

Grand Prix. The Prince was the brother of Emperor Wilhelm II who had staged a Kaiserpreis for 

motorcars in 1907, and was a motoring enthusiast and inventor. Only production touring cars with four 

seats and three passengers were admitted in the tour, with no specially made racing cars participating. 

The tour ran over 15 days, starting in Homburg, Germany and finishing in London. The trophy for the 

winner was a model made of 13.5 kg of silver. Ferdinand Porsche himself won the trophy in 1910. The 

last event was held in 1911, not as a contest, but as a touristic event. This 1913 Vauxhall is a Model C 

Type, 4 litre car. The Prince Henry Model came in 2 engine sizes. The earlier cars, approximately 50 were 

made, were 3 litres and designated 20 horsepower. These later cars were enlarged to 4 litres and 

designated as 25 horsepower but still called the Prince Henry Model. The 4 litre Prince Henry proved 

very popular, especially with the young bucks of the age. Approximately 130 cars were made, the last off 

the assembly line in 1915. The two types are noticeably different as the earlier model 3 litre cars carried 

a much narrower pointy radiator. As mentioned earlier both models were made famous and earned the 

name Prince Henry Vauxhall due to the success at the Prince Heinrich Tours in 1908 to 1911. This car is 

one of the wider radiator types and was ordered by Horace Hooper Murray Aunger, as a 4 litre engine, 

chassis, running gear and bulkhead. It was imported into Australia in 1913. A special body Bulletin July 

2024 Page 13 was made for it by Aunger to compete in its record-breaking feats. The current body on 

ǘƘƛǎ ŎŀǊ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ !ŘŜƭŀƛŘŜ ōȅ !ǳƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ !ǳǘƻ /ŀǊ Limited after its record-breaking  
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runs. Aunger, an intrepid adventurer, and his good friend Harold Bowman, raced in an earlier model 

Prince Henry Vauxhall, breaking records driving to Mount Gambier and Adelaide to Melbourne, amongst 

other events. Inter city racing and road racing was very popular in these days and not interfered with by 

ǘƘŜ ƭŀǿ ƳŀƪŜǊǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŘŀȅΦ !ǳƴƎŜǊΩǎ ŜȄǇƭƻƛǘǎ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜŘ ŘǊƛǾƛƴƎ ŀ ¢ŀƭōƻǘΣ ŦǊƻƳ {ƻǳǘƘ ƻŦ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 

northern tip, Adelaide to Darwin. Setting a record in the Talbot car that is still in South Australia at the 

Birdwood Motor Museum. In 1909 accompanied by Robert Barr Smith in his Napier, Aunger set another 

record on the Adelaide to Melbourne, which was held for only a matter of weeks. Aunger famously used 

this Prince Henry Vauxhall with its specially made body in Feb 1914, driving Melbourne to Adelaide.  

 

Racing the Melbourne-Adelaide Express, the starting point flagged off at the Flinders Street Station in 

Melbourne. The car attained and was recorded at speeds over 80 mph / 138kph on the pipe clay of the 

Coorong. Ultimately this vehicle arrived in Adelaide at the Town Hall, beating the train by 1hr 49 

minutes and smashing all previous Adelaide Melbourne records.  
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It also broke many other records including Adelaide to Broken Hill. Aunger Motor Bodies was part of a 

merger with motor businesses to become United Motors, a well�known Adelaide business for many 

years. The car is ǎǘƛƭƭ ƻǿƴŜŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ aƻǘƻǊǎ DǊƻǳǇΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ŀŎǉǳƛǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ мфслΩǎ κ 

мфтлΩǎΦ L Ŏŀƭƭ ƳȅǎŜƭŦ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊǎ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ŎǳǎǘƻŘƛŀƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ŀ ƻƴŜ ƻǿƴŜǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƴŜǿΦ hǾŜǊ ǘƘŜǎŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǘƘŜ 

car has been kept in storage, frequently lent to members of the Veteran Car Club to partake in rallies 

involving interstate and overseas guests. Having been continually on the road now for 110 years, it was 

ǊŜŦǳǊōƛǎƘŜŘ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǘŜ тлΩǎ ŀƴŘ улΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƎŀƛƴ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ мл ȅŜŀǊǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŎŀǊ ƛǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜƭȅ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀƭ 

with its original engine with the original engine number stamped on the aluminium motor and gear box. 

There are approximately only 4 of these original genuine cars left in the world making it one of the 

rarest of British collectable cars. There are a lot of re-creation Vauxhalls still racing in England and other 

parts of the world and still dominating races over other cars including high performance vintage Bentley 

models. Although these cars are re-creations it just shows that the original design of the car by Vauxhall 

and chief engineer Laurence Pomeroy was genius, designing a car that has lasted so many years on the 

racing circuits. Known as the worlds first sports car, the Prince Henry Vauxhall still holds its head up 

against much later vehicles. A true tribute to British engineering. 

 

Andrew Hayes in Prince Henry D.211  
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The two photographs below show the Lanchester Harmonic Balancer 

still fitted to the engine of Barry Morrisô 23-60 OD599. This is the first 

and only balancer I have seen fitted to a 23-60 engine though I believe 

Wayne Mertonôs 23-60 Mann Eggerton bodied Saloon may still have 

the balancer fitted. 
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Below are more photographs courtesy of  the Vintage Motor Clubôs 

archives. Look like the rear brake drum was hot hence the steam. 

 

Bob Keeley in his 23 -60 OD949 on the 1971 Mountain Rally  

 

Laurie Ogle in his 23 -60 OD966 at 1973 Kemps Creek gymkana  
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The photograph below shows Ron Grantôs son Lew in Ronôs 30-98 
OE188 which later went on to be owned by Gunnar Sundell and is now 
overseas in the UK. This car was painted green with black blade 
guards at the front and is wearing the bonnet with strap and 
headlights from another of Ron Grantôs 30-98 OE108 (Black Bess) 
now owned by Neil Heilbruun. I recall going with Lew in OE188 from 
Ingleburn to Amaroo Race Track at Annangrove where he competed 
in a hillclimb. Lew who raced a Cooper Mini drove the car very quickly 
and as I was about 17 I was suitably impressed 

 

The photograph below is of OE188 at the rear of Ron Grantôs home in 
Ingleburn as it appeared when bought by Gunnar Sundell in the 
1970ôs. 
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The photograph below as it now appears in the UK 

 

Phil Virgona sent me the photograph below of 23-60 OD1126 probably 
when owned at the time by Dave Gunning long time member of the 
V.S.C.C. Vic. There is no reference to the year the photograph was 
taken however I would guess it was about 1962 with the EK Holden 
Station Sedan parked in front of the centre garage bay. 

 

OD1126 
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Below are some more photographs taken on this yearôs Biennial 
Veteran and vintage Vauxhall rally held in Orange in September. 

 

OD494 ð Ao9.1 and Speed 6 Bentley at Carcoar wind  farm  

 

Richard and Emi Walton arrive at Old Eurowanbang in OE53  
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The Veterans at Old Eurowanbang Shearing Shed  

 

Entrants given a t alk on the history of Old Eurow anbang  
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OE112 and OE39 arrive at Old Eurowanban g 

 

OE166 arrives at Old Eurowanbang  
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Terry Parker from South Australia sent me the two photographs below of A Type 
Vauxhalls parked outside hotels and queried if this is something that carried over 
to current days by Vauxhall owners on their rallies. 

 

A Type outside another unknown hotel in South Australia  

 

A Type outside the Blinman Hote l  in South Australia  
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The Ironbark Hotel in Stuart Town N.S.W.  

 

 

The Royal Hotel in Woodstock N.S.W.  
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FOR SALE  $60,000.00   
Vict 1924 23-60 Chassis OD857 Engine OD852 
Reg Rhook can be contacted on mobile number 0437 707 724 

regrhook1@hotmail.com 

 

FOR SALE  $25,000 Qld 1924 23-60 Chassis OD595 Chassis OD596 

Max Stephenson mobile 0407642715 
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FOR SALE $65,000.00 VICT1923 23-60 OD556/OD779 

Please ring John Link   Mobile 0419361237  Home 03 9391 2970 

 

FOR SALE $55,000 VICT 

1923 23-60 OD233/OD231  Adam Auditori mobile 0428037755                      
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FOR SALE  $75,000 N.S.W. 

1926 23-60 Chassis OD1303 Engine OD1000 Kent Davis 

 

 

FOR SALE  $50,000 N.S.W. 

1924 23-60 Chassis OD759 Engine OD817 Kent Davis 0417501201 

 

 


