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Hello Everyone. 

 

John Kent emailed me a copy of the program for the Glen Osmond 

Hill Climb run by the Sporting Car Club of South Australia on October 

9, 1946. 

The 30-98 Vauxhalls entered for the event were Walter Godfreyôs  

OE53 Laurie Vinallôs OE108 and John Wollastonôs OE142. 
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OE108 as it was at Loberthal Hill Climb in South Australia           

 

OE 108 as is currently living in N.S.W.  
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OE142 as was when in South Australia   

 

OE142 as is now living in UK  
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OE53 Glen Osmond H illclimb                                                                

Photos from Richard Walton collection  

 

OE53 as is currently living in N.S.W.  
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Neil Bruce from Queensland sent me the photographs below and 
information regarding his 14-40 LM2434. Both Barnett boys Warwick 
in his 14-40 and Colin in his E Type attended Vauxhall Rallies in 
N.S.W. before they passed away. 
Dave, 
 
Photos of our 14-40. Taken at our Tarragindi home in Brisbane. 
 
It came fully assembled and directly from the factory in the UK to Eagers in Brisbane. 
 
1st owner: Purchased from Eagers in 1926 by the well known Hunter family 
2nd owner: Sold by Hunter family in about 1928 to Gordon Douglas an employee of the 
Queensland Forestry Department 
3rd owner: Sold by Gorden Douglas in 1934 to Ron Whale 
4th owners: Sold by Ron Whale in 1964 to brothers Colin and Warwick BARNETT 
5th owners: Sold by Jan Barnett , Warwick's widow to Neil & Christine BRUCE in 2008 
 
The 14-40 is in pretty much original condition. It's fully registered. Since owning the 14-
40 we have overhauled the engine and done a lot of "fettling". 
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LM2434  
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David Neeley from Sydney sent me the attached information and 
photographs of a D Type as well as the shop front of Vauxhall dealer 
Murray Aunger in South Australia. 
 
 
 
Hi Dave, 
 
When researching a Rolls-Royce owned by Mrs Scarfe in Adelaide I found her daughter 
owned two Vauxhalls. No doubt you are aware of them. However, I was interested in 
the motor body builder. Extracts from my article: 
 
A tourer body was built on the Rolls-Royce by the Adelaide firm of Autocars Limited. A 
number of members of the Scarfe family were associated with Autocars Limited and had 
bodies built for their cars. 
 
Scarfe family interests in the motor industry go back to at least 1910 when Frederick G. 
Scarfe (1867-1961) was Chairman of Directors of Murray Aunger Limited. He was a 
nephew of Thomas Scarfe and by 1912 the chairmanship passed to Alfred Augustus 
Scarfe (1869-1944). Alfred was a pastoralist and also a nephew of Thomas Scarfe. 
Established in 1908 as Murray Aunger Limited it changed to Autocars Limited after 
Aunger retired in 1917. A visit to the Body Building Department in November 1917 was 
reported in óThe Mailô, ñOnly the best wood and upholstery were being used. It is worthy 
of mention that all the panels are hand-beaten by the employees, and every part of the 
manufacture of the motor body is done on the firmôs own premises.ò Autocars employed 
85 men by 1919. As early as 1912 they were selling American makes including 
Overland cars. The company also handled English cars, notably Vauxhall, as well as 
European makes. 
Mrs Scarfeôs youngest daughter Ellinor Doris (Nellie), who was born in 1900 became a 

keen motorist in the 1920s. Nellie commissioned Autocars to build a body to her own design 
on a Vauxhall 25 HP D-Type chassis in 1921. In February 1923 Nellie purchased the latest 
Vauxhall 23/60 HP chassis and again commissioned Autocars to build a body, once more to her 
own design.  
Nellieôs design of the rear panel seems to echo the flute  - looks like a very smart 
resolution. 
 
Kind regards, David. 
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Ellinor Doris (Nellie)  Scarfe in her D Type  

 

Shop front of Murray Aungerõs garage 
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Below is an article written by Geoff Goodman who was a member of 

the V.S.C.C.A. and his article appeared in the Clubôs magazine in July 

1992. It is a good read of how easy it was to find cars in those days as 

well as giving some further provenance to OE39 which is now owned 

by Peter Latreille in Victoria. In the 30-98 Register the earliest 

recorded owner of OE39 was Eric Dunbar and it was Eric who Peter 

purchased the car from in the early 60ôs. So I guess Geoff Goodman 

may have sold it to Eric, does any reader know anything further on 

the carôs provenance? 
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Further to the above article by Geoff Goodman, John Kent recently 

sent me the program for a race meeting at Schofieldôs airstrip in outer 

western Sydney on 17th June 1957 and enquired who the owner of the 

30-98 Vauxhall might have been. I guess we can assume it was Geoff 

Goodman in OE39. 

 

 

It doesnôt appear the 30-98 ran a place in any of the events. 

Now for a little trivia. When visiting Adelaide last year I asked the 

question as to why the power poles were constructed of steel as well 

as concrete and Mr Google kindly gave me the answer. 
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The Stobie pole was invented in 1924 by James Cyril Stobie in response to a shortage of 

timber and an abundance of white ants in South Australia. 

According to author R.W Linn, who wrote a biography of Mr Stobie, traditional timber 

power poles that were brought over fr om interstate were often being destroyed by 

termites. 

                                                          
 

 

A painting of James Cyril Stobie, the inventor of the Stobie pole, on a Stobie pole.(Facebook: 

Paint Bank West) 

Mr Stobie, who was an electrical engineer with Adelaide Electrical Co (later ETSA and 

now SA Power Networks) designed a power pole made up of two steel "I beams", held 

together by tie bolts, and  filled with concrete. 

The Stobie pole was patented the following year, and Mr Stobie was paid 500 Australian 

pounds by Adelaide Electrical Co for his design. 
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Despite some initial interest from New Zealand, the US and the UK, the Stobie pole 

never took off outside of South Australia. 

There was even opposition to using the poles elsewhere in Australia ñ in particular, 

New South Wales objected to using the pole over fears it would rust.  

SA Power Networks head of corporate affairs Paul Roberts said aside from a few poles in 

the Northern Territory, you won't find them outside of their home state.  

"There were hopes, I think, of the inventors that this could be quite a cost effective and 

potentially a money-making thing for Adelaide Electric Company," he said. 

"The reality is ... there are very few outside of South Australia and there's not really an 

interest in incorporating them interstate and now we are  seeing different options for 

cement-spun poles, even heavy plastic work is being done in some places. 

"It's not something that we would expect elsewhere, but it is certainly something that is 

going to continue to serve South Australia very well for many years to come." 

In the 1940s when Mr Stobie was applying to extend his patent rights, he boasted that 

while a wooden pole had an 11-year life span, a Stobie pole could last for at least 45 

years. 

One of the downsides of the Stobie pole is they are not good to hit 

with your vintage car and not good to be anywhere near in an 

electrical storm. 

So now you know all about the stobie poles in South Australia and 

can mark that one off those important things in life you just must find 

out about. 

Whilst in Adelaide Mary and I had lunch with Marj Ellis who had 

recently lost her husband John who was well known in Vauxhall 

circles throughout Australia. Ral Rainsford was also to have lunch 

with us however could not attend as he was confined to barracks as 

he had been diagnosed with Covid.  

After lunch Marj gave me an FSA 42mm Zenith carburettor complete 

with float and jets as a spare for my 23-60 OD494. The carburettor was 
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part of Johnôs collection of Vauxhall parts he had accumulated over 

the years. 

 

 

42mm FSA Zenith car burettor  

 

Marj also made a contribution to the A ï D Vauxhall Register of a 

framed photograph that was also in Johnôs Vauxhall collection and 

was taken in 1914 when H. Murray Aunger and F. Beasley were about 

to commence their record breaking run in a Prince Henry Vauxhall 

from Melbourne to Adelaide.  
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Another interesting item in Johnôs collection of Vauxhall memorabilia 

was a fire screen made from a D Type radiator shell. The fire screen 

was made by Peter Crockett who owned Richard Waltonôs 30-98 

OE53. 
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Fire screen made from a D Type radiator shell  
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David Neeley from Sydney sent me to two photographs below which 

depict D Type Vauxhall ambulances produced by Vauxhall Motors 

during the first world war. 
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George Seymour from Sydney sent me twelve period Vauxhall  

photographs he has and has allowed me to use them in coming 

newsletters. 

The photograph below is of an unidentified D Type Vauxhall when in 

belonged to the White family on Tucka Tucka Station in the northern 

part of N.S.W. just below Goondawindi. It was taken obviously after 

the car had being driving along a muddy road. 

 

The following photograph is of a second D Type Vauxhall after it was 

sold by the White family from their Belltrees property near Scone in 

N.S.W. and sold on by Boyd Edkins to William Sinclaire of Sydney in 

about 1922.  Both cars are fitted with Australian built bodies. Note the 

different windscreen pillars on the cars. 
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Murray McDonogh sent me the photograph below of Neil Heilbrunnôs 

E Type E366 30-98 in Parkes N.S.W. prior to it being purchased by 

John Giddy. Who can identify the veteran car in the photograph? 

 

Veteran car with E366 in Parkes  

Whilst on the subject of John Giddy the photograph below shows 

John dressed in his overalls and dismantling what looks like a lovely 

original two wheel braked 23-60. I think the story goes that their 

house was next to the Police Station in Granville and Johnô father 

Jack was asked by a Policemen to removed the car from the street as 

it was an eyesore.  John was ordered by Jack to remove it and the 

photo depicts John in the process of doing this. Jackôs Ford 

Customline and Fargo Van called the Pie Van parked in the driveway. 

Recent information reveals the p hotograph below was 

actually taken outside the Giddy family home in Strathfield  

prior to them moving to Granville.  
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Unidentified 23 -60  

There is a strong possibility the car above is OD592 now owned by 

Bud Smith in Brisbane Queensland as both cars had the protection 

strips on the front of the rear guards and John Giddy owned OD592 

before it was restored by Max Houston for Ian Patience of Victoria. 

Front brakes were added to the car during its restoration. 

 

OD592 at Sea forth Sydney when owned by George Brown  

In the December issue of the newsletter there was a photograph of an 

A Type Vauxhall with the caption óRacing in the Royal National Parkô. I  
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did ask if anyone knew which car it was and  who the driver was. 

Terry Parker E305 from South Australia sent me the three 

photographs below which explains it all. 
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Kent Davis reports that OD1303 he purchased from Alex Hayward in 

the UK has now returned home to Australia and is garaged at his work 

in Rushcutters Bay in Sydney. I think this is the only 23-60 that was 

delivered new to Australia, returned  to the UK with Alex and has now 

returned to Australia. Photographs of OD1303 and OD759 below. 
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OD1303  

 

OD1303 and OD759  
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Below is news of the next  biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall 

Rally to be held in Orange in September 2024. 

 

The Vintage Sports Car Club of Australia 

VAUXHALL REGISTER 

4
th

 Biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally 

Monday 16
th

 ï 20
th

 September 2024 

Hello Everyone. 

The next biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally being organised by The Vauxhall Register of 

the V.S.C.C.A. will be held in Orange N.S.W. from Monday 16
th

 September 2024 to Friday 20
th

 

September 2024. Cars will arrive in Orange on the Monday and this will be followed by four days 

of touring about the Central West of N.S.W. on all sealed roads through scenic countryside at its 

springtime best with the Canola blooming.  Entrants will leave Orange for home on Saturday 21
st

 

September 2024. The event is being sponsored by the National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) as well 

as the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register. A pre-requisite of the National Trust Sponsorship is 

that cars entering the rally must either be Veteran or Vintage. 

Cars leaving from Sydney will have the opportunity of attending the V.S.C.C.A.ôs 80
th

 birthday 

lunch at the Rum Corp Barracks in Windsor on Sunday 15
th

 September 2024 and stay the night at 

the Crown Plaza Motel at The Barracks. Following lunch on the Monday in the Megalong Valley 

with the Club entrants will travel on to Orange for the Vauxhall Rally. The Ambassador motel has 

been selected in Orange that has 40 rooms as well as a restaurant so will be sufficient for all 

entrants to be together in the one motel. Any overflow of entrants will go into a nearby motel. 

Trailer parking will be available. The rooms were  only being held to 31 st December 2023.  You may 
be lucky and �V�W�L�O�O�� �J�H�W�� �D�� �U�R�R�P�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�E�D�V�V�D�U�R�U�� �0�R�W�H�O�� �L�Q�� �2�U�D�Q�J�H�� �V�R�� �U�L�Q�J�� �H�D�U�O�\�� �W�R�� �V�H�H�� �Z�K�D�W�¶�V��
available.  

So I guess at this stage if you intend entering the event please email or post the completed the 

entry form to me and secure your accommodation at the motel in Orange. Getting in early with 

your entry (entry form attached) will secure an entry and a room at the motel in Orange that each 

entrant will have to book personally upon receiving their entry form. I hope to catch up with as 

many Vauxhall owners on this event as I can as it is my swan song to organising Vauxhall 

Biennial Rallies. 

Dave Stuart.  


