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Hello Everyone. 

Following on with photographs lent to me by Marion Giddy I have 

included the one below of the rally group at the lookout on the 

escarpment at Dorrigo N.S.W. It was taken in 1992 following the first 

successful Vauxhall Rally we held at Bright in Victoria in 1991, and in 

1992 we made our base in the motel at Bellingen for a few days. 

We had used Don Wrightôs 30-98 OE121 and our 23-60 OD233 for the 

group to stand in front of for the photograph. Telling tales out of 

school it was Richard Waltonôs camera we used to take the 

photograph with his eldest daughter Jessica taking the photograph. 

However later whilst on the tree tops walk Jessica let Richard know 

there was no film in the camera so we all had to return to the lookout 

for another photo shoot. As you can imagine Sticky (Richard) 

received a lot of unsavoury comments for his blunder. 
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Ian Irwin from the A.C.T. sent me the photograph below showing a 

Prince Henry Vauxhall and with electric C.AV. lighting I would guess 

about 1913 -15. With the driver and soldier standing alongside the car 

may have been in Military use however there were usually in the one 

colour. 

 

C104 below is a one owner 1914 Prince Henry in the UK owned by the 
Cheverton brothers and is quite similar in style and body. 
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Another of Marion Giddyôs photographs below taken when the 

Vauxhall Register were on tour in Victoria and visited Seppeltôs 

Winery at Rutherglen. The winery provided a lovely lunch on the 

bridge over the river behind the winery. The 14-40 belonged to Bob 

and Marj Walton (Richardôs mum and dad) and as Marj was not well 

she stayed in the car to have lunch.  

Thereôs another photograph taken at the same lunch with one of the 

Vauxhall guys who will remain nameless asleep on the running board 

of the 14-40 after consuming too many glasses of vino at the wine 

tasting when we arrived at the winery. I will endeavour to dig out the 

photograph for another newsletter. 

 

 

Lunch on the creek at Seppeltõs Winery 
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And finally another of of Marionôs photographs this time taken at the 

annual Vauxhall Lunch in Dural at Sophocles Restaurant and shows 

all the Vauxhall gents and navigators infront of the Vauxhall flag. 

 

 

 

Hold the ctrl button down and then click on the link you will hear a 

song which could easily relate to our Vauxhalls. 

https://youtu.be/BQsimE8COPA 

 

Below is a delivery slip from Vauxhall Motors Ltd in Luton of a 14-40 

M3814 for Australian delivery to Mr Kyffinn Thomas of Adelaide in 

1926 sent to me by Terry Parker of Adelaide as well as photographs. 

 

https://youtu.be/BQsimE8COPA
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There is no trace of this 14-40 and Terry believes it may have ended 
up at Wagenerôs Scrap Metal Yard in South Australia like so many of 
cars of the day. 

 

 

Wage nerõs scrap metal yard 
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Below is a photograph of Phil Lamrockôs 1924 23-60 OD1010 at his 
home in Mindaribba near Maitland in the Hunter Valley N.S.W.  

 
The photograph below is Andew Hayesô Prince Henry A12.670C that 

lives in South Australia 

 

The LM 14-40 Vauxhall below belongs to Nick Hewitt of Victoria and 

the photograph taken on the Vauxhall Rally in the Gippsland district 

of Victoria in October 2023. 
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The photograph below shows Neil and Maria Heilbrunn in A11.487 

coming out of the chicane on Conrod Straight at Mount Panorama 

Race Circuit in Bathurst. Neil was throttling back to make the left 

hand turn into Pitt Straight and Iôm not sure whether he was waving or 

using his hand as an air brake to wash off some speed. 

 

Another intrepid A Type driver below looks aggressive as he makes 

the same turn into Pit Straight. Itôs Peter Weir in his A Type with a 

rather relaxed Jim Weir sitting casually in the navigatorôs seat with 

the race circuit details at the ready. 
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A09.01  

One week out from the George Green Memorial Rally last year OE53ôs 

reconditioned engine was being installed back into the chassis. 

Richard and Emi made it to the rally though it was in the XK120. 

 

        

                    OE53                                                         OE53 
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Below is a photograph of the late Ron Gaudion with Steve Butler of the UK. Ron 

owned E267 for a number of years which they are standing beside. The E Type is 

now owned by Steve however is kept out here in Australia. Sadly Ron died on the 

Gold Coast in Queensland in October 2023. 

 

 

E267  
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Ron Gaudion and wife May in 1988  

 

 

Ron Gaudion (1929 - 2023) 

Australian mechanic on the three Jaguar 'D' Type Le Mans wins. 

Sad to report that Ron died today aged 94. 

Ron served his engineering apprenticeship as a fitter and turner/toolmaker but due to his interest in cars he also did a night course in 

Automotive Engineering at RMIT (Melbourne). He did the typical Australian 'right of passage' and headed for the UK. In early 1955 he 

applied for a job at Jaguar, was told there were no jobs and went back to the next to be offered one. He ended up being requisitioned to 

the competition department where he helped build the Long-nose 'D' Types. The 1955 Le Mans team were a mechanic short so Ron was 

chauffeured in William Lyon's Mk VII to the French Consulate in Birmingham to get a visa. Ron was assigned to the Mike Hawthorn 

and Ivor Bueb Long-nose 'D' which won the race for Jaguar.  

Back at the factory in Coventry he was put on the 'production line' building short-nose 'D' Types. He heard about a racing mechanic's job 

for a Scottish team he had never heard of, called Ecurie Ecosse. It was a substantial drop in pay but he wanted the experience. Instead of 

3 races a year with Jaguar, he would be working on 3 'D' Types for 15 races a year with EE. Of course the rest is history with two Le 

Mans wins to EE in 1956 and 1957. In the off season he worked as a marine engineer. He married local lass May in Edinburgh in 

September 1957. After finishing with EE in February 1958 they went to live in Melbourne. A month later Ron joined BP Australia as an 

Automotive Lubricants Engineer and then became the Victorian manager for BP's racing department. He and May retired to the Gold 

Coast Queensland in 1984. 

As you can imagine, Ron had many terrific tales of working for Jaguar and EE, as well as all the drivers he encountered, but he was very 

self-effacing. For the 2017 Goodwood Revival which celebrated the EE team, he was justifiably the centre of attention. Ron was also 

Patron for the JDCQ (Jaguar Drivers' Club of Queensland).  

Heartfelt condolences to his wife May and daughter Lynda.  

The photo of Ron and May was taken by Dad (Ian) at the 1988 Jaguar National Rally held at the Gold Coast in Queensland. Cummins 

Archive 
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The photographs below show Joe Wilson of Queensland in his M 

Type 14-40 before and after Joe restored it. 

Morning Dave. Canôt remember the chassis No., but I think it was around 930 
In 69 - 70 it was under a house in West End, a shabby ï then ï suburb in inner South 
Briz. A boot maker, Col Brandon had it, and hadnôt touched it, thank God. 
I sold it in 78 to Alan Esmore, a GM dealer in Ballarat .(we had bought Ghost 27FW ). I 
know he sold it to England. 
It had fibre glass guards. 
Cheers 
Joe 
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The photograph below is taken in 1947 in Queensland and depicts 

OD30 now owned by Gary and Carol Rickard of N.S.W. This 23-60 is 

the oldest known surviving 23-60 in the world. It was restored by Evan 

Morris who rebuilt it with a replica polished aluminium Kington body 

together with polished guards. Gary and Carol have entered OD30 for 

the Biennial Veteran and Vintage Register Vauxhall Rally to be held in 

Orange in September 2024. 

 

OD30  in 1947  

 

OD30 today  
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Below is the dashboard from OD599 recently acquired by Barry Morris 

in Queensland.  It is interesting to see the original engine turning on 

the aluminium facia of the dash has lasted so well. Barry now has the 

task of reassembling the car which had been pulled apart so long ago. 

 

 

OD599 as it now appears in Barryô workshop 
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The tools in the photograph below are the ones from our 23-60 OD494 

that were in it when John Giddy purchased the car at the David 

Croaker deceased estate auction. Some of the tools were in the 

running board tool box on the near side running board and others 

were in a tool roll located in the foot/tool locker at the rear of the front 

seat.  

I have no doubt that some of the original tools may have been lost 

over the years and maybe some of these shown have been added. I 

think most of the Vauxhall owners will recognize and have most of the 

tools in the top row. 

Being a one family owned car when John bought it is probably the 

reason most of the tools stayed with the car.  
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OD494 crossing Melville Ford over the Hunte r River  
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The period photographs that follow show Boyd Edkinôs A Type 

Vauxhall A210 known as Fifty Bob in its original touring form and the 

last one is of it as it had been modified in the 20ôs with the rear of the 

touring body removed and ready to race on Gerringong Beach. 

The photograph below is taken outside 25 Wentworth Avenue, Sydney 

which was Edkinôs showroom and service section. 

 

 

 

L to R ð Prince Henry ð E Type and Fifty Bob A210  
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Fifty Bob A210 and an unidentified Prince Henry  
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The two photographs below show Fifty Bob A210 with its original 

touring body and later in the 20ôs with its modified cut down racing 

body. The bottom photograph shows the car being pulled across the 

channel onto the beach at Gerringong on the south coast of N.S.W.  
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Phil Virgona found the article below on Trove that appeared in The 

Guardian in March 30 1926. 

The article reports on a trip Boyd Edkins and J.J. Leahy ( a director of 

the company) undertook a drive up to Queensland to view the drought 

strickened countryside. 
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The Wensum Vauxhall near Moree  
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Leigh Whitfield from Victoria sent me the attached photograph of a 
23-60 taken in 1929 at the Nurracoorte Caves in South Australia. It is 
hard to tell whether the 23-60 is a two wheel braked car or four wheel 
braked later model. The near side wheel mount is unusual for a 23-60 
as they were normally mounted partly in a wheel well in the guard. 
The hood does not appear to be a Rotax one and if the door handle is 
what appears to be just to the left of the lady on the right, this would 
indicate it is a rear hinged door as fitted to the later bodies. 
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Greg and Gill Roberts in their D Type at Stroud Road  

 

On Limeburners Creek Road on the Hunter Jolly  
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The piston and connecting rod below are from 23-60 OD1303. The 
connecting rod is a new one made by Sainty Engineering of 
Wentworthville in Sydney and as you can see is beefed up 
considerably. The new piston gives higher compression with the high 
domed top. I drove OD1303 from Wangaratta to Sydney for Alex 
Hayward for the 2018 Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Rally 
held in Merimbula. John Kent had just completed a major engine 
overhaul on the car and I found with the higher compression pistons 
it gave the car considerably more power. I recall Dave Kirke (UK) was 
driving the car and as we pulled up over Mount Ousley near 
Wollongong and OD1303 out pulled our car OD494 quite convincingly. 

 

 

 

Sainty Engineering con rod and high domed piston  
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Original Vickers Duralumin OE con rod and piston  

All OE 30-98ôs were fitted with Vickers Duralumin conrods. 

 

 

Original 23 -60 steel con rod  

However 23-60ôs stayed with steel conrods until OD500 and then they 
changed to Vickers Duralumin. The 23-60 rods were identical to the 
OE conrods though they had a slightly wider little end. The above 
steel conrod is out of our 23-60 OD494 and as two of the rods showed 
signs of cracking the four rods were replaced with Sainty rods 
following an engine rebuild in 2008. 
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The 4th Biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally was recently held 
in Orange in September and I can advise there were 48 entries though 
not all cars were Vauxhall. All like minded veteran and vintage owners 
were welcome to bring their cars along to the rally which saw a 1916 
Benz DS2, a 1918 Crossley, five WO Bentleys as well as a couple of 
MGôs and Jaguars. We had four days of sunny weather and 
countryside at its springtime best for the entrants to enjoy their daily 
runs. 

Below are photographs of some of the cars that attended the event. 

 

 

Vauxhalls in Rockley  
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Vauxhalls at Rockley  

 

Vauxhalls at Rockley  
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 Five WO Bentleys in Rockley  

 

1918 Crossley in Rockley  

 

 


