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Hello Everyone. 

The article below is reprinted with permission from the magazine 

Motor Sport in the UK and was written by the then editor Bill Boddy. 

                        

                                                              D2318 A 
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A D-type Vauxhall Staff-car 
 
The Editor drives some of the older Vauxhall, Austin and Bentley cars 
although there is no denying the publicity value of the older cars, 
some manufacturers have been either a bit late in collecting 
representative examples of their earlier products or, having collected 
and restored them, have allowed their collections to become 
scattered, even neglected. At the opposite extreme, there are now 
some splendid one-make museums in existence, pioneered on a 
major scale by Daimler-Benz in Stuttgart 
 
Vauxhall Motors of Luton may not have their own museum as such 
but they are most conscientious about the historic cars which they 
have acquired and restored. These are kept in one building at the 
Luton headquarters and are looked after with skill and enthusiasm by 
Alan Garland. While they are now less apt to be used for the more 
strenuous runs, they make ample appearances in suitable events and 
are available to Vauxhall and Bedford dealers for special display 
purposes. How different from another large British manufacturer, 
which allowed two of its extremely interesting pre-war racing cars to 
become sadly neglected and, when asked if I could drive one of its 
notable vintage models, told me that it was not sure where this car 
was stored and then that it was undriveable. 
 
No such casual approach to the past can be laid at the door of Derek 
Goatrnan of Vauxhallôs Public Relations Department. He is proud of 
his Companyôs small but effective fleet of pre-war cars and it was with 
his encouragement and co-operation that Motor Sport drove and 
described them, back in 1965. At that time a First-World-War Vauxhall 
Staff-car had been acquired but it was in a very sorry state and 
restoration would clearly take a long time. This work has since been 
completed and Mr. Goatman lost no time in inviting me to drive this 
rare and interesting car. 
It was found in a scrapyard in the Brentford area some 28 years ago, 
its body chopped about, a five-gallon oil-drum serving as a fuel tank, 
and the mechanical decay severe. Today, thanks to Alan Garland and 
the encouragement of Vauxhall Motors, it looks as if it is about to 
leave the final assembly shop, en route for the Western Front. 
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The rebuild has been no mean feat, even with the facilities available. 
When dismantled, the old Vauxhall, which is one of the D-type, 25 
h.p., four-cylinder, 95 x 140 mm. 4-litre models which the War Office 
put to such good use from 1914 to 1918, was found to be very badly 
worn in many ways. The c.i. pistons were a motley assembly, some 
with thick, some with very thin rings. The clutch plates were badly 
pitted, the gears had teeth broken off them, and even the cross-shaft 
in the steering box had somehow become bent. Practically nothing is 
known of how this came about or how the car was abused after it 
went into civilian service. But it seems highly likely that it was used 
as a garage towing-hack before Vauxhallôs rescued it and took it away 
to Luton for a comprehensive rebuild.  
 
Garland says that if the original pistons had not been in such a poor 
condition he would probably have used similar ones for the 
restoration. As it was, he had a set of aluminium ones made up, after 
the block had been sleeved to its correct bore size. Incidentally, all 
Vauxhallôs cars of appropriate age are registered with the Veteran Car 
Club, who were notified of this change in piston material and the fact 
that replica mudguards had been made up. That apart, Garland was 
able to restore most of the original parts. 
 
When the immaculate restoration had been completed the VCC was 
asked to date the car. Dennis Field made his usual thorough 
investigation, discovering that the Vauxhall seemed to have been first 
registered in East Ham in May 1919 but that the faded WD number IC-
0721 on its bonnet applied to one of two of these 25 h.p. Staff-cars 
that had been landed in Egypt in 1916. True, the engine and steering 
box were stamped 1918, but these could well have been replaced after 
the Vauxhall had seen heavy war service. So Mr. Field was willing to 
regard the car as a 1916 model. However, Vauxhall Motors felt that the 
number might have been copied from a contemporary photograph 
and preferred to have the car dated 1918. It is a disappointing fact that 
neither the RAOC nor the Imperial War Museum were able to supply 
any information that might have established whether this is, indeed, 
one of the Vauxhalls that served in Egypt. They did not even say when 
the WD number was issued. 
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As it now stands, the car is a credit to Vauxhallôs, being an excellent 
example of the D-type of the war years. It has a typically Vauxhall 
side-valve engine, with the wide tappet clearances of 60-thou., fed by 
a Zenith 36HAK carburettor via a water-heating annulus, and cooled 
by a water impeller recessed In the front of the block, augmented by 
óa fan with its blades ringed with wire. Ignition is by a Bosch ZR4 
magneto that dates from mid-1913. There are priming taps in the 
head, but no self-starter. The engine no. is D2318A. The engine drives 
through a multi-plate steel-and-phosphor-bronze clutch and 
fourspeed gearbox to an axle with a straight tooth final drive giving a 
ratio of 3.64 to 1. The chassis is likewise typically Vauxhall, with half-
elliptic springing, a straightforward steering box, a 12-gallon rear 
petrol tank, and a tube radiator with the tall filler slightly canted 
forward to conform to the lines of the car. The wire wheels are shod 
with Dunlop herringbone-tread 880 x 120 tyres. The body is a roomy 
tourer, the back seat well away from the front one, so that the Military 
top-brass sat with plenty of space before them, their feet on a big 
carpeted footramp, in splendid but draughty isolation, for there never 
appear to have been any side curtains.This was the kind of Vauxhall 
which, along with Sunbeam-built Clegg Rovers and Rolls-Royce Silver 
Ghosts, was much favoured by the War Office during the Kaiser War. 
The D-type Vauxhall, based on the 25 hp. model which had nudged 
100 m.p.h. on Brooklands, was in production for the War Office by 
1915, when it was built at Luton at the rate of seven a week. During 
1916 the output rose to eight a week and it went up fractionally by 
1917. Some years ago I met in Fleet, Hampshire, a fine old lady of 90, 
who remembered driving these Vauxhall chassis to the docks in all 
weathers during the war years and she reckoned that, given the 
opportunity, she could still handle one. It was such a Vauxhall tourer 
that took King George V as far as a car could get, to Vimy Ridge in 
1917. One of them was employed by General Botha in E. Africa and in 
another Allenby entered Jerusalem. They saw service in India, Arabia, 
Palestine, Cairo, Mesopotamia, and even in Petrograd. One of them 
set a record from Boulogne to Paris of 4 hr. 10 min., in the service of 
the Kingôs Messenger Motor Service. In all, 1,998 were built for the 
War Department, suggesting that as the war went on, the weekly 
output was increased. Contemplating this fine specimen this year, I 
felt that I ought to be wearing uniform, instead of an office suit. 
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The D-type is again gleaming and immaculate. It has a Brolt 
generator, and brass headlamps that could be CAVs (the name plates 
have been almost polished out). Splendid new button-upholstery has 
been installed, made by a Vauxhall pensioner. The kick-plates under 
the doors read simply: ñVauxhall, Great Portland Street, W.ò An 
interesting detail is that no exterior door handles are fitted, but 
whether to reduce cost, conserve war-time materials, or deter 
undesirables from opening the doors, I know not, Anyway, the driver 
has to enter from the n/s, as there is no door his side, for the spare 
wheel lives there. Naturally, the finish overall is khaki. There was a 
minimum of instrumentation to confront a Driving-Orderly. Down on 
the flamewall there are just two brass-rimmed small dials, the left one 
showing fuel-tank air pressure, the other oil pressure. These had been 
elevated to a wooden panel at some time in the Vauxhallôs life, but the 
original holes were left uncovered and indicated the correct location. 
To the right of these is the electrical panel, with ammeter, and a thick 
ignition turn-switch. 
 
The engine has its own air-pump, that takes over from the hand-pump 
on the left of the dashboard to maintain the fuel feed. The oil pressure 
shows 20-25 lb./sq. in. at cruising pace. My first impression was of the 
truly lofty seating and the fact that the scuttle and single-pane screen 
cut off any sight of the front mudguardsðindeed, only by leaning 
forward could I glimpse the radiator and bonnet, with their Vauxhall 
flutes. 
 
When my turn came to drive I found big font-pedals, with a roller 
accelerator between them, an inside r.h, gear lever, and a slender 
outside handbrake, outboard of the spare wheel, which I had to lean 
out to grasp. Once pulled back, however, this brake lever afforded 
unexpectedly powerful retardation, via the rear wheel drums. The 
brake pedal operates a transmission brake, best used merely to 
steady the car. 
 
The thick-rimmed steering wheel controls accurate but sticky 
steering, quite light and not abnormally low-geared. Its hub carries 
the ignition and throttle levers and, in lieu of a choke, a smaller lever 
labeled ñRich-Normal-Extraò.  
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The ignition control can he ignored, as the four-cylinder engine 
demonstrates its surprising smoothness. The performance is sedate 
but very soothing, for this is a very strong, well-sprung, flexible motor 
car. The indirect gears are, however, very noisy, and not due only to 
wear. 
 
As we travelled the roads of Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire sitting 
high in this fine Vauxhall touring car, I reflected that, slow as it was, it 
must have seemed amply fast to Generals used only to horse-flesh, 
although I would have thought twice about driving it the length of the 
battle-front under shell-fire. Had I been driving Allenby, let alone King 
George, I should presumably have faced a Court Martial, because at 
first I made some awful graunches from the gearbox. This arose 
because I had assumed the gate to be as on a 4.1/2-litre Bentley or 
similar vintage car, or indeed, on my 1924 Calthorpe I had recently 
been driving. There were many permutations of gear positions in she 
vintage years, some of them very confusing, but generally the lower 
gears were inboard. On the Vauxhall the gate is conventional, except 
that you go forward-outside for 1st, and bring the heavy lever across 
towards you, forward, for 3rd. Having located bottom, the next 
problem is to snap the lever quickly from 3rd into top, because if you 
are too slow the dogs will growl loudly and leave you in neutral. Once 
understood, there is nothing to it, and the clutch is commendably 
smooth. To engage reverse, you lift a simple catch and shove the 
lever beyond top. 
 
I greatly enjoyed my experience of driving this Vauxhall Staff-car, 
even if we encountered a heavy shower and had to erect the hood, 
which straps down in front. 
Apart from this D-type and the other well-known veteran, Edwardian 
and vintage Vauxhalls in the Collection, which include open-bodied 
14/40 and 30/98, Alan Garland is restoring one of the first Bedford 
commercials and I noticed a Chevrolet truck and a Vauxhall Ten 
saloon awaiting his ministrations. Mr. Garland tends to wrinkle his 
nose at the Ten but, remembering its baby-car m.p.g from what was a 
full-sized family-car, it ranks as another Vauxhall milestone. 
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For those of you with the later SU VS2 carburetor fitted to your 23-60 
Ian Barges from the A.C.T. advises that Midel Carburetor Services in 
Lakemba N.S.W. stock parts for an overhaul of the seal and fittings for 
the carburetorôs needle. Invariably petrol leaks from the carburetor 
past the needle if these parts are not in good condition. 
 

 

 
 

SU VS2 Carburetor 
 

 
 
 



8 

 

 
 
I found the photograph below on Facebook and George Seymour 
advises the car is a 1933 VX 26 hp Vauxhall 
 
 

 
 

Interestingly the number plates on the Police cars in those days 

commenced with the alphaôs PD standing for Police Department 
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The photograph below was also on Facebook and shows Hook Heath 

garage in the UK with a lovely range of A Type Vauxhalls for hire. 

 

 

 

 

Greg Mackieôs 30-98 OE235  in Casino on the Vauxhall 100th year rally 
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Entrantôs cars parked in the street whilst having breakfast in Casino 

on the same rally 

 

100th year Vauxhall Rally entrants at Grafton Primary School 
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The Principal of Grafton Primary School at the wheel of OD494 

 

Students try on OD494 for size 
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Below is the 1914 Prince Henry C.118 belonging to Wayne Merton 

taken more than likely at Greens Motorcade Museum at Leppington 

near Sydney. 

 

George Seymour from Sydney sent me to two photographs below 

which are from the Hardmanôs of Armidale collection and depict a D 

Type Vauxhall. The car is fitted with an Australian built body. 

 

Unidentified D Type Vauxhall from Hardman collection 
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Unidentified D Type Vauxhall from Hardman collection 

Below are two photographs of Murray McDonoghôs lovely D Type 

Vauxhall D3190 on the 2023 George Green Rally in Young N.S.W.  The 

car is for sale with all enquiries to Murray on mobile 0412 774 351 
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Below is an article George Seymour wrote on the Vauxhall dealer in 

Melbourne A.G. Barlow. 

In Melbourne during 1920 Laneôs Motors Pty. Ltd., advertised 

frequently as agents for Buick, Austin and Vauxhall. However, in 

1921-2 there was no advertising for Vauxhall found in Melbourne 

press until December 1922 when The Ballarat Star (not quite 

Melbourne) published several advertisements for Barlow Motors, 

Mining Exchange, Lydiard St., Ballarat,  agents for Vauxhall, Crossley 

and Buick. These carried into 1923 and from June simple 

advertisements appeared in The Argus for new and second hand cars 

from Barlow Motors, now a Pty. Ltd., at 20-28 Latrobe Street, 

Melbourne. New Buick and Vauxhall were offered, qualified with 

óAUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS FOR LANEôS MOTORSô, but only in 

regard to Buick. Barlowôs advertised as óVICTORIAN DISTRIBUTORS 

FOR THE FAMOUS VAUXHALLéô Laneôs Motors advertised 

extensively, but solely for Buick as they had through 1921-2. 
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In December 1923 Barlow published his first full page, illustrated 

Vauxhall advertisement. These continued over the next five years, 

ranging from the use of catalogue illustrations to specially 

commissioned works, used only by him and often just once. Most, but 

not all, were full page. At the same time Barlow used similar 

advertising for his other agencies, Clyno, Bean, Stutz and White 

Trucks, the latter two added after GM-A was established, despite their 

preference for agents to be solely G.M.  One of Barlowôs sons, 

Alexander Arthur, was sponsored by Barlow Motors to accompany 

Francis Birtles who drove a Bean car from Darwin to Melbourne in 

record time in 1926, providing great publicity for the marque and the 

company. 

Mr. Alexander George Barlow was well know in Melbourne and his 

name was frequently in the press, but not to do with motoring. Rather, 

he was well known in horse racing circles and as early as 1922 was 

using the name A.G. Vauxhall in connection with the filly óFrances 

Tressadyô which went on to win the Victoria Derby and V.R.C. Oaks 

Stakes. Maybe the winnings were injected into his advertising 

budget? Another of his good winners was óThe Wensumô. 

In September 1928 Barlow introduced a sales event titled óVauxhall 

Weekô during which the new 20-60 Vauxhall was promoted and the 14-

40 was offered at very much reduced prices.  Talks were given by 

several óFactory Expertsô and the newly arrived 1903 Vauxhall was on 

display.  The Argus announced the arrival of this vehicle in Australia 

on 11 September, 1928, with a brief article and photograph. It was 

driven from the Melbourne wharf through the city to Barlow Motors 

Vauxhall Week display. 

The last Barlow advertisement found was published in The Argus on 6 

October, 1928, promoting the 20-60 Vauxhall. This advertisement 

shows the vehicle in an unusual perspective.   
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Barlow then disappeared from the Vauxhall scene. An item in The 

Argus 22 November, 1930, reported on a creditors meeting in regard 

to the company which was stated to be in voluntary liquidation with 

an estimated deficiency of £96,472/1/6, a substantial amount in the 

day. A few weeks later The Age of 29 November, 1930, reported 

Barlow was opening a miniature golf in the Town Hall. This failed 

within a short time and he later went into a second hand car 

dealership.  

On the afternoon of 21 April, 1937, A.G. Barlow was found dead in his 

bed with a self inflicted gunshot wound to the head.  It was reported 

he had been ill for some weeks prior.  However, in the subsequent 

winding up of his company it was found to have liabilities of £53,250 

and assets of £110 cash. Later, an enquiry was conducted into his 

affairs and it went on for more than twelve months. The Weekly 

Times, 16 July, 1938, published details of a four day hearing into the 

bankrupt estate, revealing many untoward and complicated financial 

dealings involving his bank manager, the pair defrauding a local 

merchant of £164,000. 

Despite his regular mention in the press with horse racing, no 

photograph of him has been found and, unlike most other motor 

dealers of the period, there was no coverage found of the business.  

The Barlow File by Derham Groves found on line here, 
https://museumsandcollections.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1378876/groves.pdf 

offers useful information about the layout of the business premises, 

his dealings and demise after Barlow Motors.  The same author 

publication Arthur Purnellôs óForgottenô Architecture offers further 

details in parts of the book on line at 

https://books.google.com.au/books?id=x8DcDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=A+G+Barlo

w&source=bl&ots=jE6WeLg2aS&sig=ACfU3U0dVE90TQEqxJnMvjbzC2kkCobF-

g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jaPxzKXpAhVe4zgGHZbkCMI4ChDoATAAegQIBxAB#v=onepage

&q=A%20G%20Barlow&f=false 

 

https://museumsandcollections.unimelb.edu.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1378876/groves.pdf
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=x8DcDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=A+G+Barlow&source=bl&ots=jE6WeLg2aS&sig=ACfU3U0dVE90TQEqxJnMvjbzC2kkCobF-g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jaPxzKXpAhVe4zgGHZbkCMI4ChDoATAAegQIBxAB#v=onepage&q=A%20G%20Barlow&f=false
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=x8DcDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=A+G+Barlow&source=bl&ots=jE6WeLg2aS&sig=ACfU3U0dVE90TQEqxJnMvjbzC2kkCobF-g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jaPxzKXpAhVe4zgGHZbkCMI4ChDoATAAegQIBxAB#v=onepage&q=A%20G%20Barlow&f=false
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=x8DcDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=A+G+Barlow&source=bl&ots=jE6WeLg2aS&sig=ACfU3U0dVE90TQEqxJnMvjbzC2kkCobF-g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jaPxzKXpAhVe4zgGHZbkCMI4ChDoATAAegQIBxAB#v=onepage&q=A%20G%20Barlow&f=false
https://books.google.com.au/books?id=x8DcDwAAQBAJ&pg=PA127&lpg=PA127&dq=A+G+Barlow&source=bl&ots=jE6WeLg2aS&sig=ACfU3U0dVE90TQEqxJnMvjbzC2kkCobF-g&hl=en&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwj1jaPxzKXpAhVe4zgGHZbkCMI4ChDoATAAegQIBxAB#v=onepage&q=A%20G%20Barlow&f=false
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Barlowôs Vauxhall legacy is a fine assortment of advertisements and, 

while he didnôt participate in motoring events like Edkins, no doubt 

his connections in racing circles provided plenty of opportunity to 

ópress the fleshô with potential buyers. 

While Boyd Edkins had been gifted his 30-98 Wensum special from 

Vauxhall Motors Ltd., A. G. Barlow was not to be outdone. On 20 July, 

1925, The Herald (Melbourne) reported: óFor his personal use, Mr A. G. 

Barlow, managing director of Barlow Motors, has acquired a new 

30/98 Vauxhall built sports body of unorthodox but attractive design. 

The aluminium body, which is not provided with doors, is of a true 

boat-shape, inlaid wood being used on the ñafterdeckò and interior. It 

is one of the smartest looking cars on the road, and Mr Barlow 

probably will declare that it is the fastest.ô No photograph of the car 

was included, and while not named as a Wensum, the description 

certainly fits. A full page advertisement in The Herald on 6 July, 1925, 

announced Barlow Motors Ltd., had been granted rights to sell Bean 

cars and trucks. The advertisement was divided vertically under the 

title óALL- BRITISH MOTOR CARSô, Vauxhalls detailed on the left and 

Bean on the right. Until this advertisement most had used Vauxhall 

illustrations from English sales brochures, however, on this occasion 

a 30-98 Wensum photograph appeared. The background was quite 

scrappy and could be anywhere, bleak enough for either England or 

Melbourne. Uncharacteristically for a Wensum though, it is fitted with 

front and rear bumper bars, and what appears to be a large Cockatoo 

radiator cap. Given the announcement a few weeks later it is likely 

this is Mr. Barlowôs Wensum in a local setting (below), the fate of the 

car is unknown. 

 

A.G. Barlowôs illustrated advertisements below. 
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The photograph below was taken at Graham Burnhamôs property in 

Victoria and shows Richard Fearonôs 30-98 OE120 on the left then 

Richard Waltonôs 30-98 OE53, our 23-60 OD494 and Wayne Mertonôs 

23-60 OD772. 

 

 

The photograph below probably taken on the same rally with a nice 

line up of Vauxhalls outside Alf Wilsonôs hotel in Tintaldra Victoria. 
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Again below in Victoria at Halls Gap Richard Waltonôs 30-98 OE53 at 

its birthday party which was 19 November, however the year the 

photograph was taken now escapes me. 

 

Joe Wilson from Queensland sent me the photograph below which 

shows Alan Haleôs son Andrew in Alanôs 30-98 OE191. Andrew is now 

61 so the photograph was taken in 1962-3. 
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Phil Virgona sent me the two photographs below he found in the 

paper work at Ray Mooreôs house after he died. The car is our 23-60 

OD494 and the photographs show it parked in a shed on David 

Croakerôs property óCoonarangô at Wingen near Scone in N.S.W. Ray 

had called in to see the car on many occasions and I recall him telling 

me he wanted to buy it however at the time David Croaker didnôt want 

to sell it as it belonged to his father from new and as you can imagine 

was very dear to him and the family. 

John Giddy bought the car after David Croaker died and I bought the 

car from Johnôs wife Marion after John died. 
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In the photograph above of OD494 it shows it in the condition it was 

when purchased by John Giddy still bearing its original issued plates 

N.S.W. 31-801. However the hood was not the original as it was 

damaged in the 20ôs or 30ôs when the catches were not secured 

properly to the top of the windscreen and hood came detached as Mr 

Croaker drove along with the hood being damaged beyond repair. The 

car was sent to Sydney and a new hood made however this hood was 

fixed and never put down again, you might notice the hood rests on 

the side of the body were removed.  

The photograph below shows Vauxhall Motors own 23-60 OD237 with 

its original Rotax hood and original rear window which was a large 

rectangular piece of celluloid sewn into the hood material. Where as 

the new hood on our car was fitted with a later styled metal framed 

glass window. OD494 was fitted with a new replica Rotax hood made 

by Australian Hood Irons when the car was restored by John Giddy. 
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OD237 

 

Gary and Carol Rickard crossing the Hunter River in OD30 on the 

recent Hunter Jolly 

 



31 

 

 

 

The Vintage Sports Car Club of Australia 

VAUXHALL REGISTER 

4th Biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally 

Monday 16th ï 20th September 2024 

Hello Everyone. 

The next biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally being organised 

by The Vauxhall Register of the V.S.C.C.A. will be held in Orange 

N.S.W. from Monday 16th September 2024 to Friday 20th September 

2024. Cars will arrive in Orange on the Monday and this will be 

followed by four days of touring about the Central West of N.S.W. on 

all sealed roads through scenic countryside at its springtime best 

with the Canola blooming.  Entrants will leave Orange for home on 

Saturday 21st September 2024. The event is being sponsored by the 

National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) as well as the Veteran and Vintage 

Vauxhall Register. A pre-requisite of the National Trust Sponsorship 

is that cars entering the rally must either be Veteran or Vintage. 

The Ambassador motel has been selected in Orange that has 40 

rooms as well as a restaurant so will be sufficient for all entrants to be 

together in the one motel. Any overflow of entrants will go into a 

nearby motel. Trailer parking will be available at Euan and Wilga 

Couttsô property at Clifton Grove about a fifteen minute drive from the 

motel. The rooms were only being held to 31st December 2023. You 

may be lucky and still get a room at the Ambassador Motel in Orange 

so ring early to see whatôs available. 
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So I guess at this stage if you intend entering the event please email 

or post the completed the entry form to me and secure your 

accommodation at the motel in Orange. Getting in early with your 

entry (entry form attached) will secure an entry and a room at the 

motel in Orange that each entrant will have to book personally upon 

receiving their entry form. I hope to catch up with as many Vauxhall 

owners on this event as I can as it is my swan song to organising 

Vauxhall Biennial Rallies. 

PLEASE NOTE ENTRIES TO THE RALLY CLOSE ON THE 16TH JULY 

2024 - LATE ENTRIES WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED 

The book I have written titled ñVintage Vauxhalls in Australiaò is a 

record of all D Type and 23-60 Vauxhalls we know of that came new to 

Australia. The book is 407 pages and includes articles on the 

remaining cars we know of with many current photographs of the cars 

as well as their history and period photographs. The book also 

includes period photographs of unknown cars that have long gone 

though some of them we were able to identify the owners however not 

the chassis numbers. 

The money from the sales of the book is going to The Veteran and 
Vintage Vauxhall Register and for this purpose an account has been 
opened for the Register. Peter Weir, Phil Virgona and myself are 
signatories to the account and the money will be used to maintain the 
Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register website as well as Vauxhall 
related events here in Australia. If you would like a copy of the book I 
have attached an order form to the email for you to fill out and email 
to me. The cost of the book is $90.00 per copy plus postage in a 
padded bag to anywhere in Australia is $15.00. If I receive orders for 
more than one book then a quote from the post office will be obtained 
and you will be informed of the postage cost prior to making payment. 
Postage cost for overseas orders can be obtained and this 
information supplied prior to payment. 
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FOR SALES AND SERVICES 

New unmachined castings available from Dave Stuart mobile  

04 2828 2360.  

Aluminium elbow water transfer from radiator to the water pump. 

Aluminium water transfer from head to the block. 

Aluminium Two tone Klaxon horn bracket. 

Aluminium vertical drive Klaxon horn bracket. 

Brass Rotax Clarion horn bracket. 

Aluminium top and bottom plate to the inlet manifold. 

Aluminium C.A.V. side light plinth. 

Brass early type hood rest. 

Later type hood rest in aluminium also available 

Brass securing bolt and nut for hood to top of windscreen 

Aluminium Jaeger driven speedo pulley. 

Brass bracket for securing luggage rack to the rear dumb iron. 

Wing nut to secure top windscreen to the top of the post. 

Bonnet catch plate with claws in brass 
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CRANKSTART ENGINEERING John Kent (w) 03 5798 3053 

Parts - not exhaustive 
 
Blade drive couplings for D, E, early OD and OE. 
 
Bottom Water Elbow castings in alloy. 
 
Head Gaskets - pending for OD and OE. 
 
Timing chain conversion to roller chain for D, E, OD and OE models. 
 
OE Cylinder Heads. 
 
OE exhaust manifolds. 
 
 
Services 
All aspects of restorations and maintenance including sub 
assemblies. 
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ARGO ENGINEERING ï 84 Swan Street, Morpeth N.S.W. Phil and 

Adam Ph 02 49347099 

 

 

 

 

14-40 Conrod 
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A Type conrod 

 

 

30-98/23-60 conrod 
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For enquiries or placement of orders for new steel conrods direct 

contact on the above phone number to either Phil or Adam is 

required. You will need to discuss whether the rods are to be 

machined for poured or slipper bearings ï they can do both. 

I have a collection of Smiths clocks and speedos as per the 

photograph below. Most of them work however some will need 

servicing and cleaning. There are quite a lot of the same models to 

pick from so you should be able to match up a clock and speedo that 

match up in patina. A few are black faced with the majority silver 

faced.They are all $150.00ea with the exception of the rim wind clocks 

that are $200 each. Let me know if there is anything there you would 

like to purchase or have a better photograph taken. 
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FOR SALE 

1924 Vauxhall 23/60   $75,000 ONO 
OD1010/OD1010 is owned by Phil Lamrock who lives at Mindaribba 

near Maitland in the Hunter Valley. 

The 23-60 is a 1924 model and has four-wheel brakes and has recently 

been retrimmed in leather to the original pattern, also the front and 

rear tonneauôs have  been  renewed. 

The gearbox has been fitted with new gears and the original SU 

carburetor refitted to the car. The car drives well is a lovely patinated 

car with a luggage rack fitted to the rear. 

 

Phil is downsizing his collection of cars and will sell the 23-60 for  

$ 75,000 ONO to a genuine enthusiast - no tyre kickers please. 

 

All enquiries direct to Phil on his email lamrockphil@gmail.com 

 

OD1010  

 

mailto:lamrockphil@gmail.com?subject=23%2F60%20Vauhall%20
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Phil also has a pair of Model B CAV headlights for sale that were fitted 

to his 23-60 when he purchased it. Phil has now fitted the correct 

model EV CAV lights to the 23-60. The lights are complete and in 

working condition. Phil will take $500 for the pair. 
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D TYPE VAUXHALL FOR SALE IN THE A.C.T.  

 

D3190 
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If you would like to inspect this D Type ring Murray on 0412 774 351 

Murray is asking $95,000 for the car. 

 

 

 

George Cox from Victoria had a spanner made to suit the centre 

grease cap on the front axle hub of a two wheel braked 23-60. He now 

has it for sale as he has found his original one. Though the new one 

cost him $130 he will accept $80 plus postage. 

Contact George by email:   georgecox01@optusnet.com.au 

 

 

mailto:georgecox01@optusnet.com.au
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                Spanner                                    grease cap spanner fits 

OE100 Vauxhall 30/98 Velox 1924 Fast Tourer  

All reasonable offers over $200,000.00 will be given due 

consideration. Velox body and fitments based on OE116. Sage green 

wings and leather, black running gear and 20ò wheels with rear 

mounted spare. Jaeger instruments. Chassis frame OE100 existed 

with F. Pickersgill, VIC (owner OE61/OE86 at the time). This car with 

repaired chassis frame, ex OE100/100 (see OE86/100) has been 

repaired and assembled with available original and new components. 

One half original backaxle casing unstamped was available. Engine is 

based on OD1047 crankcase, over stamped by previous owner. Crank 

case OE113 destroyed 1946 (see OE112/OE13). Chassis and engine 

number allocated on basis of component history. AF: New axle beam 

(ex UK) G: OD23/90 AB: New ST: 
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Previous owner: Vic Melbourne 2014. 

Current owner: Lloyd Hocking. (deceased estate) 

Enquiries to be directed to Blair Hocking. 

Ph: 0432-929-895  Email: blair.r.hocking@gmail.com 

 

 

 

OE100  

 

Also, Kent Davis of Sydney is selling his two 23-60ôs and can be 

contacted on 0417 501 201 or email kentjamesdavis@icloud.com 

However Kent will be away in June and July however you can still 

email his during this time. Kent is asking $55,000.00 for OD759 and 

$85.000.00 for OD1303. 

 

mailto:blair.r.hocking@gmail.com

