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Hello Everyone. 

 

Below is a photograph of  Wayne Mertonôs 1920 D Type D2965 taken 

in my factory at Ingleburn. I had just serviced and detailed the car as 

Mary and I were taking it on the V.S.C.C.A. Mountain Rally to the 

Hunter Valley. It is a lovely original D Type and a delight to drive, I 

enjoyed a few rallies in the car. 
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D2965  

Another photograph taken in our factory was of our 23-60 OD494 

together with Phil Lamrockôs 23-60 OD1010 the day it arrived on the 

transporter from Queensland.  
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When it arrived the car was fitted with 475 x 20 tyres which were far 

too small so I fitted it with 600 x 20 B.F. Goodrich. The photo below 

shows the car with 600 x 20 tyres standing beside the wheels. 

 

 

The photograph below was taken at the Yacht Club on the Mornington 
Peninsular in Victoria on the 30-98 Rally in 2013. 

 

More Vauxhalls on the same 30-98 Rally in Victoria this time taken 
when we stopped at the small country town of Kernot for a coffee. 
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And yet another photograph of the Vauxhalls this time taken in 2016 

on the first of our Biennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rallies, and 

this time we had stopped at the Tintaldra Hotel Victoria which was 

owned by V.S.C.C.A. member Alf Wilson. 

 

 

The photograph below depicts the line up of Vauxhalls that were the 
marque car for that yearôs race meeting at Winton in Victoria. 
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Also on the same day the photograph below shows 30-98 gurus Peter 
Latreille theorising the riveting history he has researched  on some 
Australian 30-98ôs to a seemingly thoroughly interested Richard 
Walton. OE120 is also in on the conversation. 

 

Richard Walton and Peter Latrielle with OE120  

The photograph below is the Presentation 30-98 Vauxhall OE1078 
taken on the Vauxhall Marque Day at Winton Races in Victoria. 

 



6 

 

 

OE1078 and E467  

The presentation plaque now refitted to OE1078 following itôs 
restoration. The German Silver plaque was removed from the car by 
Boyd Edkinôs daughter Gillian Bunning after her father died in 1930. 
Gillian later gifted the plaque to Andrew Cannon so that it could be 
reinstated to itôs original place on the 30-98ôs dashboard. 

 

The photograph below was taken after we had left a snow covered 
freezing Omeo in Victoria and stopped in better weather at the pub for 
lunch at Cobungra River. 
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I took the photograph below at Julian Ghoshôs farm in Pershore UK 
and it shows OE178 the ex Wagga Motors 30-98 being reassembled 
following a full mechanical overhaul. 

 

 

 

And below is how the car looks now that it is back on the road. To me 
this is the nicest model of 30-98 they made and I admire the colour 
scheme. 
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The photograph below shows Peter Craufordôs father Hugh Crauford 
driving OE178. You can see the car then had the speedo and rev 
counter mounted on the scuttle vent as did the Presentation 30-98 
OD1078. Lex Buckle from Buckle Motors in Sydney bought the 30-98 
whilst he was in England and he was a good friend of Hugh Crauford. 
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Mary took this photograph below of OD494 when we were on a rally in 
Victoria.  It was taken near Halls Gap and you can see the Grampians 
in the distance. 

 

 

Ian Irwin from the A.C.T. sent me the photograph below of an A Type 
he found on facebook. Is the man in the left of the photograph having 
a comfort stop? 
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The photograph below was taken looking out from my office window 
at Ingleburn and shows some of the cars that belonged to Gunnar 
Sundell that I looked after when I still had Antique Tyres. 

 

The photograph below was taken after I had retired and prior to 
moving up to Raworth and leasing out the factory ï as you can see ï 
more space more cars. 

 

 



11 

 

In the February newsletter this year I included some photographs 
Leigh Whitefield sent me of an unknown 23-60 Malvern tourer taken of 
the car when it was found unloved in a garage and being loaded onto 
a trailer to be taken to a new home. The carôs identity at the time of 
the newsletter was unknown however after looking carefully at the 
photographs I have come to the conclusion that the unknown car may 
infact be OD724 belonging to The Turner Foundation in Victoria.  

There are two non standard similarities with both cars the first is that 
both cars are fitted with 880 x 120 beaded edge wheels on the front 
and lock ring straight side probably 20ò or 21ò wheels on the rear. 
Also because the hood pivot point has been lowered, both cars have 
a lower non standard height windscreen. You will notice the V of the 
top pane of glass is quite lower down than standard and closer to the 
centre point of the scuttle. Let me know what you think. The 
unidentified car also seems fitted with a 880 x 120 spare as does 
OD724. 

 

 

OD724  
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Sorry to bore you with photographs of 23-60ôs however I think this 
photograph of our OD494 taken whilst Mary and I were on the 
international Vauxhall Rally in New Zealand in 2008 says it all with 
what I like about  23-60ôs. The photograph was taken of our car beside 
the water in Queenstown with the rugged mountain backdrop and 
brings back memories for me of what a great place the south isle of 
New Zealand is to tour around in a vintage car. 
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OD494  

 

The article below is from the archives of the Vintage Motor Club in 
Sydney and was written by Geoff Collins regarding his association 
with Vauxhalls when he was a young lad. 
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Below is a current photograph of Geoff Collins family home in 
Chatswood taken from street view. Geoffôs father built the house and I 
recall visiting Geoff at the house and admiring the original internal 
fittings still in place including the gas lighting. 
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Phil Virgona sent me the photograph below as well as the information 
on the car. It appears to be a single cylinder Vauxhall with tiller 
steering. 

 

It is an interesting photo as it shows the 112 Hunter st building in Sydney which 
was originally the premises of Davies and Fehon, the Ford dealers.In the 1980s 
during a lunch break at work I was able to explain to the security guard at this 
building that my father had worked for Boyded in 1944 and surprisingly he let 
me in to have a good look around.  
This was a pre concrete construction and the rickety wooden floors were joined 
by equally rickety timber vehicular ramps.  Destined for demolition, I ran out of 
brave at the ramp to level 2 when I realised there was no signs left of its 
Vauxhall past and I still had a life to lead. 
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The early car shown which Vauxhall motors still own and was used for 
promotional work by Australian Vauxhall dealers.  Daniel Clifton is shown at the 
centre of photo  smoking the pipe. The occasion was the relŜŀǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .· ά.ƛƎ 
{ƛȄέ ƳƻŘŜƭǎ ƛƴ мфопΦ 
 
Phil. 
 
What a difference 100 years make. The two photographs below are of 
A210 which was used by Sydney Vauxhall agent Boyd Edkins in many 
of his record breaking inter capital city record breaking runs. 
 
The top photograph taken in 1916 shows Edkins and Webby on his 
record breaking run from Melbourne to Sydney. The Vauxhall was 
stripped of its body and set up with a single front seat and crude body 
on the rear to carry luggage, spares and tyres. 

 
 

 
 

 
The photograph below was taken in 2016, A210 was used to re-inact 
its record breaking run again from Melbourne to Sydney.  It was taken 
at my factory in Ingleburn when Alisdaire Lockhart, Richard Walton 
and I drove it down from Boolaroo on the northern end of Lake 
Macquarie where it now lives. It is affectionally known as óFifty Bobô 
as having chassis number A 210 the name was given to it prior to 
decimal currency days when 210 or two pounds ten was also known 
as fifty bob. 
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The car was modified by Edkins during the 20ôs and current two 
seater racing body fitted. It was again modified by Bill Chadwick when 
he fitted Sunbeam front brakes to the original front axle. 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Fifty Bob ready to depart Melbourne on its record breaking run to 
Sydney in 2016. 
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The photograph below shows OD494 commencing its run down the 
mountain at Mount Panorama Race Circuit in Bathurst. As do the 
supercars, I had changed back into second and was pulling about 
8,500 rpm and had the back out as I slid towards the dipper being  just 
ahead of Richard Walton in OE53 who was in hot pursuit. 

 

George Seymour from the Vauxhall Owners Club sent me the article 
below he found in an R.S.L. of Sydney bulletin that I had written on a 
Vauxhall Register Rally in 1996 where we ventured down into the 
Megalong Valley in the Blue Mountains. After lunch the unsealed road 
we drove along took us down to a ford across the river and I recall 
descending toward the river in the Sundell 30-98 E274 and I moved 
onto the grass beside the muddy road however it was very greasy so 
the rear wheels locked up and I skidded unceremoniously down 
towards the river however came to rest before turning onto the 
concrete forde. All cars from memory had difficulty climbing up the 
slippery rise on the other side of the river with the exception of Brian 
Lewis in his early model Lancia Lambda as Brian took it very gently 
and was able to get to the top of the hill unassisted by the pushers 
along the road. 
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Murray McDonoghõs 30-98 OE265 with Don Wright and Dave Stuart 
standing behind the 30 -98 ð E274 30 -98 on other side of bowser  
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John Wilson in 30 -98 OE 279  ascending the muddy hill  

 


