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Hello Everyone. 

 

 

David Neeley from Sydney sent me the attached photograph of the 

Fairfax A Type Vauxhall. David found the photograph with reference it 

was taken in 1910 by Arthur Allen from the firm of Allen, Allen and 

Hamsley law office of Sydney. Also it is one of 51 albums of Arthur 

Allen photographs that are in The Mitchell Library in Sydney. I have 

emailed my man in the field, Phil Virgona to check this one out at the 

Mitchell Library for some more photographs and will report back in 

due course. 
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The advertisement for Adelaide’s Vauxhall dealer Murray Aunger 

appeared on facebook recently, I think it was posted by Don 

Chisholm-Smith from Tasmania. 
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During our trip to New Zealand earlier this year with Richard and Emi 

Walton,  Mary and I stayed for three days with Adrian Garrett who 

lives at Keri Keri in the Bay of Islands on the North Isle.  Adrian owns 

a 30-98 OE203 which he has owned since 1984 and intends leaving it 

to his grandson who lives in Sydney. 
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The photograph below of Adrian with Mary and myself was taken on 

one of our day trips Adrian took us out on to explore the countryside 

surrounding his home in the Bay of Islands. Adrian is presently 

having some work done on the 30-98 to have it ready for shipment to 

Sydney sometime later in the year. As well as the 30-98 he is also 

shipping over his two veteran Rolls Royce Silver Ghosts to go to his 

other two grandchildren. 

 

Sadly I now advise that Adrian passed away a matter of months after 
our visit. I am so glad that I was able to meet up with Adrian again 
after first meeting him on the National Vauxhall Rally on the South Isle 
of N.Z. in 2009. 

Don Chisholm-Smith sent me the photograph of a D Type imported 

new in chassis form to Launceston in Tasmania and was bodied by F 

Paine Carriage Builders also of Launceston. Interesting to see the 

CAV side lights mounted near the windscreen pillars and not on the 

tops of the front mudguard. Also fitted with a Rotax Clarion bulb horn. 
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Workers at F Paine Carriage Builders in Launceston 

The two photographs below were sent to me by Murray McDonogh 
and show a vintage Argyle John Giddy had purchased and brought 
back to his family home in Cotswold Avenue Strathfield. John 
purchased the car as it was fitted with a late model 23-60 body and 
you can see where the branch from a tree fell on the top frame of the 
windscreen. 
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The photograph below shows Wayne Merton’s 23-60 Malvern OD772 

at my factory in Ingleburn after it had been detailed by my nephew 

and ready for Wayne and Ollie to set off on a Vauxhall Rally. 
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OD772 

 

Below is a photograph of OD772 with the original owner Miss Emily 

Rimmington driving the car. As you can see it was originally fitted 

with a Californian Hardtop and it still had this hood fitted when John 

Giddy purchased the car in Victoria in the 1960’s. Also original to the 

car are the 880 x 120 beaded edge wheels though it is now fitted with 

21” straight sided rims. 
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OD772 

 

 

Don Chisholm-Smith sent me the photograph below which is 
captioned Tasmanian Weekly Courier news paper for August 6, 1914. 

Unfortunately there is no further information on what the event was 
that was taking place at the time however it would probably be safe to 
say it was either the start of a rally or trial of some sort. 

The Vauxhall is obviously an A Type fitted with electric lights. 
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The photograph below was taken on a Vauxhall rally some years ago 

on the back road near Sodwalls between Lithgow and Tarana and 

shows Gary and Carol Rickard in their 23-60 OD30 which is the oldest 

known surviving 23-60 in the world. Some achievement as the 

youngest 23-60 to survive and believed to be the last 23-60 OD1303 

off the production line both live here in Australia in Victoria. 

 

OD30 

 

OD1303 
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Murray McDonogh sent me the two photographs below which were 

given to him by Leese Worboys whose husband Richard owned a 23-

60 OD730. They show an unidentified two wheel braked 23-60. It could 

even be a D Type with the bonnet lift just showing on the third louver 

on the side of the bonnet. The front springs also have double keepers 

on the forward section of the springs at the D Types had. 
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The photographs below was taken many years ago when Mary and I 
went on a V.S.C.C.A. rally with Richard and Leese Worboys in their 
23-60 OD730. From memory we had over nighted at the Bundanoon 
Hotel on the Saturday night and then on the return journey to Sydney 
travelled along the coast road through Wollongong to Hargraves 
Lookout at Stanwell Park where the photograph was taken in the car 
park. Richard and Emi Walton must have been with us as their 14-40 
M1028 is also in the photograph. 
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I have always admired the photograph below of Gary and Carol 

Rickard’s 23-60 OD30. There is something about it that tells me this is 

a good looking 23-60.  

 

The photograph below was taken at Wingham Golf Club where had 

had stopped for lunch on a rally after driving up from Forster for the 

day. Driving the cars from left to right were Wayne and Ollie Merton in 

the D Type, Richard and Emi Walton in the 30-98, Neil and Maria 

Heilbrunn in the AType, Dave and Mary Stuart in the 23-60 and Peter 

and David Weir in the 30-98. 

 

     D2965                  OE53      A11.487          OD494         OE169 
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The two photographs below were given to me by Wilga Coutts from 

Orange OD739 and show the property Yanganbil near Warren in 

N.S.W.  as well as a D Type Vauxhall that lived at the property. Wilga’s 

mother was employed at the property in the 1920’s to run the school 

as well as bringing up the owner’s son’s education to a standard for 

entry into the Kings School at Parramatta. There are no particulars 

available to identify what chassis number this D Type was. It looks 

like the car was bodied here in Australia and typical of many of the 

country cars it was fitted with bumper bars. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yanganbil Station N.S.W. unidentified D Type 
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David Neeley sent me the photograph below showing an A Type 

Vauxhall or it may even be an early D Type as it seems to have larger 

wheel hubs. It is a Milton Kent photograph and was taken somewhere 

in Sydney. 
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I found the photograph below I took of our 23-60 OD494 when it 

visited a V.S.C.C.A. rally being held at Lane Cove in 1962. Dave 

Croaker from Wingen owned the 23-60 and the car was used to bring 

the family down every Christmas Holidays to holiday on the coast 

near Manly. Note the trailer being towed with all the holiday and 

surfing gear. 

 

I was at Lane Cove on the day and recall seeing another Vauxhall 

however the driver was having trouble with it as the engine was back 

firing and he couldn’t get it to settle down. I recall looking under the 

bonnet as they tried to rectify the problem and seeing it was fitted 

with a side valve engine. Being a naive 17 or 18 year old I thought it 

was the engine out of some other make of car and not realizing that it 

was probably an E Type. Little did I know at the time I would go on to 

own the Croaker’s 23-60. 
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I took this photograph in 1987 of Geoff Collins’ 23-60 OD1283 

Grosvenor bodied Arundel model two door saloon. This is how the 

car was kept, the lean too shed was ready to fall in at any time and 

Geoff kept adding props under it to keep the roof over the car. The 

garage beside the 23-60 housed his 30-98 The Presentation Vauxhall 

chassis OE1078. 

 

The articles below were posted on Facebook by George Seymour and  

appeared in the Australasian (Melbourne Victoria 1864 – 1946) 

newspaper on Saturday 26th September 1914 and referred to the cars 

advertised being on exhibition on the Sunshine Motor Stand at the 

Royal Agricultural Show. I guess the printer or the printer’s 

apprentice would be blamed for the mistake with the Vauxhall and the 

Delage captions. 

I have seen a period advertisement for Vauxhalls and the spelling 

appeared as Voxhall, so again another smack to the apprentice. 
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I have cut and pasted the original article above to make it readable. 
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In 1971 the crate in the photograph below was shipped from Australia 

to Canada and there lay unopened for some 50 years until it was  

recently eventually opened. Low and behold amongst veteran and 

vintage car parts emerged a Hurlingham Vauxhall. Leigh Whitfield 
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knows the story of the car and will write up an article on it for a later 

newsletter. 

 

Cutting open the box. 

 

Hurlingham Vauxhall 

Phil Virgona has been working tirelessly over the past few years to 

establish the prior history of Evan Quarmby’s 23-60 OD1072. I still 

recall the car’s body was painted a light blue and the chassis painted 

in the same colour however I have no photographs of the car whilst I 

owned it. The only history we have on the car was that in about 1962 I 

bought it from a Tom Lake in Fairy Meadow just north of Wollongong 
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and at the time it was languishing on a vacant block of land in a very 

unloved and worn out condition. I sold the car in 1963 to Ray Moore 

and it quickly was sold on to John Giddy and then John Corby. 

Richard Walton bought it from John Corby and sold it to Evan 

Quarmby in 2017. 

However through Phil’s persistence and searching of Trove he came 

up with information which led him to make contact with a Maria Luff 

who recalled in the early 1950’s whilst a child living and in Port 

Kembla her father Jack Leahey owned a 23-60 Vauxhall and it was a 

light blue in colour.  Maria sent the two photographs of her father’s 

23-60 to Phil and we have now confirmed that this car is infact 

OD1072 now owned by Evan. Jack later sold the car in Wollongong. 

 

OD1072 in Jack Leahey’s ownership at Port Kembla 
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OD1072 beside the family home in Port Kembla 

Information we have from the Wollongong Sporting Car Club records 
refer to two of the Club’s members Jack Leahey and Peter Connor 
from Port Kembla who both owned 23-60 Vauxhalls. The other 23-60 
owned by Peter Connor was a two wheel braked car and is shown in 
the photograph below partaking in a post World War 2 display day. 

 

Unidentified 23-60 owned by Peter Connor of Port Kembla 

 



25 

 

 

Below is an advertisement I saw recently on face book to have your 
name placed on a list for those wanting to place an order for their new 
Vauxhall just after the first world war. 
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I have included some more photographs taken on the V.C.C.Q’s 70th 
Anniversary Rally in September. 

 

Stopped for lunch OE112 – OD494 – OE235 and OE108 

 

A London Bobby on the radiator cap of OE112 
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Parked up at Waterloo Station for morning tea. 

 

OE235 – OD793 – OD231 – OD494 

 

Yet another debrief 
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Syd Reinhardt’s XK120 Jaguar at Waterloo Station 

 

OE235 and OE118 Black Bess 
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The Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register 

Autumn Leaves in Gunndedah Tour 

3rd  –  8th May 2026 

I am organising a run in our cars in May next year and it will be a 3 day hub rally 

out of Gunnedah. The rally is sponsored by The National Trust of Australia 

(N.S.W.) 

Entrants will overnight in Maitland on Sunday 3rd May to commence the rally 

Monday morning the 4th May. Travelling north up the New England Highway to 

Muswellbrook for morning tea and then on to Quirindi for lunch. Following lunch 

continue on to our motel in Gunnedah where you will book in for four nights. Here 

prior to dinner you will enjoy a happy hour and savouries from the Vauxhall Inn. 

There will be three rally days with the following planned. 

Day 1 Tuesday 5th 

Drive to the Primary School at Mullaley to show the school children our cars as 

well as having morning tea. Then continue on to Boggabri for lunch to be 

followed by a visit to the local Cotton Gin where we will be given a tour. We will 

then return to Gunnedah stopping for a see the view from Ruvigne lookout prior 

to returning to the motel. 

Day 2 Wednesday 6th 

With the Gunnedah car club visit to the 6,000 acre property “Kurrumbede” on the 

Namoi River that was owned by the Mackellar family and is where Dorothea 

Mackellar grew up as a child and wrote the well known poem ‘My Country’.  

The Australian swimmer Boy Charlton also lived on the property for a time and 

his cottage is still there. Following morning tea and an inspection of the property  
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we will return to the Rural Museum in Gunnedah for a viewing and lunch. We will 

have a look at the view from the Pensioners lookout prior to returning to the 

motel. 

 

Day 3 Thursday 7th  

Drive out to Keepit Dam for morning tea and then visit Bret and Wendy 

Blackmore’s property “Emerald Hill” where we will be given an inspection on how 

things are run on their 3,000 acre property and see cotton being harvested. We 

will then drive to the Community Hall at Emerald Hill for lunch to be followed by 

an afternoon run back to the motel. There will be an end of rally dinner that night 

and entrants will leave the following morning for their return journey home on a 

route of their own choice.  

Please email me your expression of interest to enter this event and in due course 

you will be sent an entry form and motel booking details. 

Dave Stuart. 

Mobile: 0 04 2828 2360                Email:  tubby2360@gmail.com 

Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Autumn Rally 

4th to 9th May 2026 

Expression of interest 

NAME   ............................................................................................................................ 

NAVIGATOR ................................................................................................................... 

PASSENGER .................................................................................................................. 

CAR MAKE   ....................................MODEL.............................YEAR........................... 

MOBILE........................................................................................................................... 

EMAIL.............................................................................................................................. 

 

mailto:tubby2360@gmail.com
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FOR SALE $35,000.00 VICT1923 23-60 OD556/OD779 

Please ring John Link   Mobile 0419361237  Home 03 9391 2970 

 

Currently fitted with Holden grey engine and auto transmission 

 

FOR SALE  $55,000  N.S.W.1924 23-60 Chassis OD1010 Engine                 

OD 1010 Phil Lamrock mobile 0413801503 
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FOR SALE  $130,000 Qld  

1914 A Type Chassis A170 Engine A 186  

Evelyn Harris   0746617559 mobile 0428617559 

 

FOR SALE 

Price $18000 ono 

1926 Vauxhall 14/40 purchased from Ray Brooks about 40 years ago and was 

mechanically rebuild by Rob Rowe  about 10 years ago. Intended to complete restoration 

and use. 

Spent about $35k but willing to sell at big loss as need to move to smaller home in the 

future. 

Located  Central Coast NSW 

Contact 

Paul Higgins 

Kincumber NSW 2251 

0409989436 

pbhiggins@bigpond.com 

 

mailto:pbhiggins@bigpond.com
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FOR SALE 

Evan Quarmby has for sale a late model CAV generator that has been 
rebuilt and suits a tandem drive 23-60 or 30-98 engine. 

It has been extensively rebuilt including: 
* New bearings 
* rewound armature 
* rewound field coils 
* new brushes and brush cages (modified to take Lucas brushes/springs 
* new commutator 
* sandblasted and painted 
* new terminals 
* bench tested  
 
Will sell for $1500 + post. Photo attached.  
Contact Evan direct on rust2ruby@gmail.com or mobile 0493794568 
 

mailto:rust2ruby@gmail.com
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WANTED BY EVAN QUARMBY 

Original blue covered 23/60 30/98 instruction manual as pictured. I have repo ones but 

want an original.  

 

 

Click on the icon below and see Evan Quarmby’s OD1072 engine fire 

up for the first time since about 1962 when I owned as a 17 year old. 

 

IMG_0403.mp4
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WANTED 

A complete or incomplete dimmer switch.  

I’m happy to buy these items or I have a large selection of 

quality/valuable spare parts to swap. There to be one out there 

somewhere! 

Evan Quarmby  

Email:  rust2ruby@gmail.com 

 

WANTED 

Nicholas Coates of the UK who owns the ex Rainsford E Type 30-98 
E364 is looking for an original E Type steering wheel. They are similar 
in style to that of a D or OD 23-60 steering wheel however 18 inches in 
diameter. It you have one that you would sell to Nick for his 30-98 
please email him on nhjcoates@googlemail.com  

 E364 

 

mailto:nhjcoates@googlemail.com
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ALSO WANTED 

Alexander Brown from Victoria who now owns D3190 the ex Murray 
McDonogh D Type Vauxhall is looking to purchase a 25 inch locking 
rim for his spare wheel. If you have one and would like to sell it to 
Alex please make contact with him on mobile 0438297167 or email 
him on alexanderabrown@ icloud.com 

SOLD 

I can advise that George Cox has sold his 23-60 OD1165 to Rob Giddy 

who lives near Noosa in Queensland. Rob is John Giddy’s nephew so 

I think his purchase of the 23-60 will make his uncle very happy. 

Rob and his family will be coming along to the Autumn Leaves Rally 

we have at Armidale in May next year and the 23-60 will be a welcome 

addition to the Vauxhalls on the rally. 
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If any reader has some period photographs of Vauxhalls they can 

email me to use in the coming newsletter I would be most grateful. 

Unfortunately I have to rely on only a few regulars to send me 

photographs and articles I use in the newsletters so if you can help 

how about having a dig through your archives and sending me 

something. 

I often wonder with today’s technology such as mobile phone 

cameras and lap top computers how easy it would have been to 

record all the early days we had with our cars and interest in the 

marque. Fortunately we can only rely on the limited number of period 

photographs that are still available to us that were taken in the early 

days. When I was a teenager I developed the interest in vintage cars 

however sadly did not have the foresight to record what I saw. When 

my parents moved to Ingleburn in 1958 and area was full of vintage 

cars in sheds and paddocks and I often think about the cars that I 

have seen in my time and wonder what happened to them. To mention 

a few like LaSalle, Rolls Royce, Sunbeam, Austin, Morris and of 

course Vauxhalls at Ron Grant’s home also in Ingleburn bring back 

wonderful memories for me. 

In the February issue next year I will commence including articles on 

readers vintage cars they have owned and will call on contributors to 

send me their articles. So if you can help me and add some 

interesting articles to the newsletter please see if you can start 

putting something together and email it to me in the new year. 

I will start the series off in  2026 with the cars that I have owned. 
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Finally I would like to thank those of you who regularly send me 

articles and photographs to include in the newsletters which make it 

so much more interesting for the readers. Again I will ask any reader 

besides the trusty few to send me anything you have by way of period 

photographs and articles etc for next year’s newsletters. 

Cheers and best wishes for 2026 

 

 

 

Dave Stuart. 

Mobile: 04 2828 2360 

Email: tubby2360@gmail.com 

 

 

 

mailto:tubby2360@gmail.com

