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Hello Everyone. 

Some more photographs from the 2024 Biennial Vauxhall Rally. 

 

Peter Weir and Dave Kirke in Ao9.1 at Carcoar Wind Farm 
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Euan and Wilga Coutts arrive at Old Eurowanbang in OD793 

 

Canola along the road to Manildra 
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More Canola between Yeoval and Wellington 

 

The Bentleys at Old Eurowanbang 
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Vauxhalls on the road between Yeoval and Wellington 

 

 

The photograph below taken in 1986-7 shows Chris Herbert driving 

his 30-98 OE108 with Dave Manhart and myself holding down the rear 

axle. This OE known as ‘Black Bess’ is now owned by Neil and Maria 

Heilbrunn. I think it is Mary in the passengers front seat. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Below is a photograph Terry Parker from South Australia located in 
the State Library’s archives and it depicts a Prince Henry Vauxhall. 
The body on the car was made by Murray Aunger’s firm who was the 
Vauxhall agent in Adelaide. 

The body on the Prince Henry in this period photograph is no doubt 
the same as that on the Prince Henry owned by Andrew Hayes also 
from Adelaide. 
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Andrew Hayes’ Prince Henry D211 
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Phil Virgona received the letter below dated 1st July 1937 in some 

documents he recently purchased and it is from Boyded Pty Ltd in 

Sydney and it refers to Mr A.G. Hecker of Temora in N.S.W. and his 

23-60 chassis OD619 engine OD622. 
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There is no trace of 23-60 OD619 or its engine OD622 in the Register’s 

records.  

Vauxhall Motors commenced making motor cycles in 1922 with a four 

cylinder inline engine with shaft drive. Only two motor cycles were 

produced with the one surviving motor cycle in Ireland.  
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Moving on, Phil Jelfs our Vauxhall contact in NZ sent me the attached 
advertisement that appeared in the 1957 Beaded Wheels magazine. 
Does any reader have any information on Ron Voller or the two 23-
60’s he mentioned that were in the family. 

 

Please give me a ring or email me if you can help. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Chris Herbert from Queensland sent me the attached photographs 

which show the replica Wensum Vauxhall his father Russ built up 

using a cut and shut 23-60 chassis and mechanical components from 

OE221. 
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Replica OE221 on the road up to Mount Canobolas - Orange 

 

OE221 engine 
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OE108 Black Bess and OE221 replica 

The photograph below was taken at our family home ‘The Pines’ at 

Ingleburn and was probably taken around 1986. The cars stopped at 

our house for a coffee on their way down to the Southern Highlands. 

 

                         OE108               M1028          OE116                OD1303 
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Reg Rhook ex OD857 a retired motor engineer has built a scale model 

of a 30-98 engine. Reg told me that he initially intended to make it a 

full running engine on petrol however said building up a scale model 

Watford FO4 magneto was beyond his ability. I think he should be 

congratulated on the final result as Reg does run it on compressed 

air. 
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In our spares we have a set of 23-60 front mudguards that came from 
Jeff Wolfgang’s property Mayfield in Denman. 

 

On 23-60 mudguards they are numbered to the chassis number and 
both these front guards are numbered 793. 

 

Footnote : Euan and Wilga have now purchased these two mudguards to remain 
with their 23-60 OD793 and maybe one day be refitted. 
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OD793 is the 23-60 presently owned by Euan and Wilga Coutts from 
Orange in N.S.W. and the car originally lived on The Rivers property at 
Canowindra when owned by Bill McSweeney. I saw the car in a hay 
shed on the property in 1961-2 when McSweeney had it for sale at a 
price more that a 17 year old schoolboy could afford. So there it 
stayed there until purchased later by Alan McManon who owned a 
service station in Molong. 

 

OD793 at The Rivers’ Canowindra N.S.W. circa 1962 
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Alan McMahon had the 23-60 restored by the Vintage Garage at 
Central Mangrove and in the process the guards were removed and 
fitted with the ones the car is still fitted with. The running board 
brackets were raised and the guards given more sweep as well has 
having pointed fronts fitted similar to the late model 30-98’s. 

It is interesting that both front and rear guards for OD793 still exist as 
well as the running board valances which are also numbered 793.  It is 
not known where Jeff Wolfgang purchased the guards we have in our 
spares, they either came with the parts Jeff bought from the scrap 
metal dealer Bill Owen from Tamworth or Jeff purchased them from 
The Vintage Garage or maybe at a swap meet. Unfortunately that 
information is now lost though the guards and the valances have 
survived. 

 

OD793 today with modified front guards 

  

 



 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

John Kent from Wangaratta sent me the photograph below taken in 

Market Street, Sydney in 1926 depicting a two wheel braked 23-60 

Vauxhall as well as a Buick Sedan. The photograph was taken by 

Milton Kent who was a well known photographer in Sydney during the 

1920’s. It is believed the glass plate negatives belonging to Milton 

Kent are still around and believed with a solicitor in Sydney. Richard 

Walton is following this lead up and trying to get access to the 

collection of photographs some of which we know contain 

photographs of Vauxhalls taken in Sydney during the1920’s. This is a 

work in progress however don’t hold your breath on this one. 

 

Ian Barges with his mother Nerida’s 23-60 OD980 and Murray 
McDonogh in his 30-98 OE112 attended the All British Day in 
Queanbeyan on Sunday 1st December last year. 
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OD980 and OE112 

The photograph below was taken at The Olmpia Speedway circuit at 

Maroubra in Sydney N.S.W. and shows Boyd Edkin’s 30-98 the 

Presentation Vauxhall with the guards, lights and windscreen 

removed. It was more than likely overtaking the little Austin 7 also 

stripped for racing. 
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Maroubra Speedway – local history 
 
 
By Dan Hutton on October 21, 2010  

   
 

Phil Garlick in his 12/50 Alvis at Maroubra 
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In 1923 a syndicate of businessmen was formed to build the Olympia Motor Speedway at Maroubra. A lease on 33 hectares of sand 
hills and marshland situated on the corner of Anzac Parade and Fitzgerald Avenue was secured from the NSW Government. 
Construction began in 1925 on a huge concrete bowl at an eventual cost of 70,000 pounds. The Speedway opened on December 5, 
1925 with a crowd of 75,000 people in attendance. 

The Speedway track was 1.3 kilometres (0.8 miles) long, it had one large bend and two small ones, and at one point the banking 
was at angle of 37 degrees. The fastest cars did lap times of around 33 seconds, with an average speed of 100 miles per hour. The 
Speedway was surrounded by sand hills, which allowed spectators a good view of the action without having to pay the gate fee. 

By January 1926 the Speedway had claimed its first victims. Leo Salmon and Albert Vaughan were killed when they sped up the 
bank and overshot the top. In April 1926 the Speedway went up for auction and was sold to James S Taylor for the equivalent of 
21,700 dollars (James S Taylor owned and operated The Broadway Store, on The Broadway at Junee). During the period of 
ownership by Taylor, Herbert J Madden managed the speedway. It reopened with night racing in November 1926 and drew crowds 
of 18,000 to 20,000 every second Saturday night. Attendance began to fall when the Sydney Speedway reopened, as this venue 
was more accessible using public transport. 

Norman “Wizard” Smith took a Chrysler to Maroubra Speedway on December 22, 1926 to take on the existing 24-hour record. Smith 
averaged speeds of up to 70 miles per hour. All through the night local residents complained of the noise of Smith racing around the 
track. Although frequently having to change tyres because of the abrasive concrete surface, he still broke the existing 24-hour 
record with more than an hour to spare. Wizard Smith averaged 65 miles per hour for the first 14 hours, and 61.1 miles per hour for 
the whole 24 hours. The car covered 1000 miles in just under 16 hours, and 1468 miles over the 24 hours. Mechanics C. Trollope 
and E. Pode, and assistant driver Otto James, assisted Smith. 

Maroubra eventually became known as the ‘killer track’, a reputation it never managed to shake despite other tracks having worse 
records. In 1926 Sydney Dutton was killed during practice, Phil Garlick was killed in January 1927 during a night meeting, and less 
than a month later Fred Barlow was killed. All three died at the same spot, overshooting the top of the track. 

The Speedway was closed in 1928 and the lighting facilities sold off. In 1929 a group of motorcyclists reopened the track for 
motorcycle racing only. Lionel van Praag, a local resident, was active as an organiser and competitor. 

The Depression and the number of unpaying spectators on Scotsman’s Hill eventually forced the track to close. The gates were 
locked in 1934. 

In 1947 the lease was taken over by the NSW Housing Commission, the concrete bowl was demolished, and the Coral Sea Housing 
Estate was built. Building commenced in 1951 and was complete by 1961. 

This month’s Local History article comes courtesy of Randwick City Council. To find out more about the history of Randwick please 
visit www.randwick.nsw.gov.au. 

Below are the yearly production figures for Vauxhall Motors from 1905 
to 1948 listing all models of the make. This is the most accurate list I 
have seen and it confirms the number of 23-60’s being produced as 
1303. Therefore it is correct that Peter Bakers’s 1926 23-60 OD1303 
now living in Victoria is the last 23-60 to come off the production line. 
Not a bad record as Australia has the oldest surviving 23-60 as well as 
OD30 the youngest surviving car owned by Gary and Carol Rickard of 
Ebenezer near Sydney. 

http://www.randwick.nsw.gov.au/
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The photographs below were given to Richard Walton by a Don 
Radford who owned the 23-60 depicted in the two photographs. 
Unfortunately the chassis number or the demise of the car are 
unknown. The Kiah River is south of Eden N.S.W. 
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Unidentified D Type 
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J.C. Williamson (James Cassius) and his wife Maggie Moore came to 
Australia from America and became well known here and overseas as 
famous theatrical management entrepreneurs. 

 

Daniel Clarke and Stuart McCorkle OD669 from Victoria drove up to 
Bathurst for the 12 hour race on Sunday 2nd February in Daniel’s 23-60 
saloon 6 light OD664. They camped at the track with members of the 
V.S.C.C.A. and by the looks of the luggage they brought with them 
strapped to the 23-60’s running board, they brought everything with 
them with the exception of the kitchen sink. 
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Daniel and Stuart 

 

OD664 
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FOR SALE  $25,000 Qld 1924 23-60 project.  Chassis OD595 Engine 
OD596  project car Max Stephenson mobile 0407642715 

 

FOR SALE $35,000.00 VICT1923 23-60 OD556/OD779                     

Please ring John Link   Mobile 0419361237  Home 03 9391 2970 

 

Currently fitted with Holden grey engine and auto transmission 
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FOR SALE  $55,000  N.S.W.1924 23-60 Chassis OD1010 Engine                 

OD 1010 Phil Lamrock mobile 0413801503 

 

FOR SALE  $130,000 Qld 1914 A Type Chassis A170 Engine A 186 
Evelyn Harris   0746617559 mobile 0428617559 
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FOR SALE 1924 23-60 Chassis OD724 Engine OD725 $ 63,000                            

Donnington Auctions Victoria – Lisa Bradford 03 9882 1433 

 

FOR SALE  1921 E Type 30-98  $225,000.00                                             

Contact Max Stephenson mobile 0407 642 715 
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For Sale, 14/40 spares, M and LM, Chassis, motors, running gear, axles, springs, etc, 

etc. Sell individually or can look at putting enough bits together to make a restoration or 

speci.al project viable. 

Also 20/60 spares galore including a rolling chassis restoration project. Prices 

negotiable. Leigh Whitfield – Victoria  - 0407 884 869 or griffinvale@hotmail.com 

 

If you would like a lovely classic car to go with your Vauxhall then 

perhaps this is the car for you. 

FOR SALE 

1951 RMB Riley 21/2 litre.  Reluctant sale of this attractive original car in  
excellent condition . As new paint and Trim. Unworn radial tyres. New Stainless 
exhaust .New battery. New  Large capacity radiator. Good road performer. New 
roof covering and woodwork refurbished, Club Rego. Asking $30,000. 
Euan Coutts (OD793) mobile 0412 673585 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:griffinvale@hotmail.com
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FOR SALE Euan Coutts also has an original 23-60 bonnet from OD611 
for sale. Euan has removed all the hardware from the four bonnet 
panels and had the panels soda blaster ready to put back together. 
Euan wants $300 for the bonnet and hardware which I think price wise 
is very reasonable as it appears to be in good condition. Enquiries 
direct to Euan on 02 63651274. 23-60 OD611 no longer exists and this 
bonnet was purchased by Euan out of the Stuart/Walton collection of 
spares. We either bought it in a collection of spares from Jeff Collins 
or Ray Moore, so that is all that is known about the history of this 
bonnet. 

 

OD611 bonnet with chassis number still painted on the underside of the N/S top pane 
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It is pleasing to see another two Vauxhalls have sold. OD1303 
advertised in the newsletters has now sold and will remain in 
Australia. It was purchased by a Paul Baker from the UK who has 
relatives in Victoria and his plan is to leave the car out here in 
Australia to use when he comes out to visit.  

 

 

 

OD1303 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

34 

 

 

 

 

And 14-40 LM2605 also sold and the new owner is Rob Gedd of 

Brisbane. 

    LM260 

However there are still six Vauxhalls for sale here in Australia, so if 

you know of anyone interested in purchasing one please work your 

charm and see what you can do. 

The list below are the V.S.C.C.A. members attending the four day 

Vintage Car Club of Queensland’s 70th Anniversary Rally being held in 

September at Armidale N.S.W. The New England area around 

Armidale at that time of the year will be at its spring time be and will 

provide a wonderful backdrop for the four day event. 

Entries are still being accepted so if you think this is an event for you 

and you would like to join the V.S.C.C.A. contingent going up to 

attend it please give me a call. 
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V.S.C.C.A. Entrants 

Murray McDonogh and Marilyn Bradbury  30-98 Vauxhall 

Greg Mackie and Marion Giddy    30-98 Vauxhall 

Richard and Emi Walton     30-98 Vauxhall 

Wayne and Ollie Merton     23-60 Vauxhall 

Garry and Carol Rickard     23-60 Vauxhall 

Neil and Maria Heilbrunn     30-98 Vauxhall 

Dave and Mary Stuart      23-60 Vauxhall 

Euan and Wilga Coutts     23-60 Vauxhall 

Greg and Gill Roberts     D Type Vauxhall 

Simon Agar and Bill Hall     30-98 Vauxhall 

Barry and Veronica Young     3 4.5 litre Bentley 

Syd Reinhardt       Speed 6 Bentley 

Michael and Clare Thearle     3 litre litre Bentley 

Lester and Margot Thearle                                 4½ litre Bentley 

Richard and Elizabeth Longes             Speed 6 Bentley 

Brian and Richard Boardman         XK150 Jaguar 

Jim Weir and Christine Miles          Modern 
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And finally if anyone who went on the recent Vauxhall Owners Club 

50th birthday celebration rally in Wangaratta has some photos of the 

cars and people on the rally, could you please email them to me so I 

can use them in coming newsletters.  

 

 

 

 

 

Dave Stuart. 

Mobile: 04 2828 2360 

Email : tubby2360@gmail.com 
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