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Hello Everyone. 

The photograph below was sent to me by Ian Irwin from the A.C.T.  

who found it on facebook. It is captioned the Vauxhall is a 3 cylinder. 

There are only two complete 3 cylinder engines remaining down 

under that I know of, one in Adelaide and the other in New Zealand. 

The information on the car in the photograph AR-903 came to me from 

Dave Kirke in the UK confirming the Vauxhall is a 3 cylinder car is well 

documented. 

Hello all, 
I did some research on this car a while back. Hereôs the result: 
AR903 is a Hertfordshire registration: a dark blue 12-14hp 3-cylinder Vauxhall first 
registered on 18th August 1905. It was owned by Benjamin Edward Todhunter, MD of 
West Hydraulic Co in Luton. (In 1905 West Hydraulic joined with the Vauxhall Ironworks 

Co to form Vauxhall and West Hydraulic Engineering Co in Luton). This car may have 
been one of the first built in the new Vauxhall Luton factory after the move from 
London.  
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Todhunter was living in Harpenden in 1905. Originally a Kiwi, he later moved to OZ 
(https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/1475675?c=people).   
There is one survivor of the ólargeô 2.4 litre 12-14hp 3-cylinder model which has been in 
Spain for many years - see photo attached. Phil J also has an engine. 
Regards, 
Dave 

 

 

3 cylinder Vauxhall in Spain 

 

https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/1475675?c=people
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On facebook recently there was a period photograph below of the single cylinder 1904 6hp 

Vauxhall in Tasmania. The car is still in Tasmania and owner by M. Gray. 

 

The photograph below depicts how the car now looks and still in the possession of M. Gray. 

 

 

The photograph below appeared on Facebook put up by Donald 
Chisholme-Smith of Tasmania with the following caption: 
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óTasmanian born N.S.W. Vauxhall agent, Mr George Peacock Innes, standing in front of his new 

1909 ñA Typeò 20-hp Vauxhall touring car with his wife and family shortly before selling it to 

N.S.W. sports-man, Leslie Pye. This is the car that Pye bought to Hobart for the 1911 

Tasmaniana Trials which was dropped into the River Derwent whilst being unloaded and badly 

damaged when crushed between the wharf and ship.ô 

 

Phil Virgona and I have been corresponding with Don Chisholme-
Smith who has been around in the Vauxhall world since the 50ôs and 
at some time lived in Adelaide. He has sent me quite a few Vauxhall 
photographs neither Phil or I had previously seen. 

I try to encourage any reader of the newsletter to email me any period 
photographs or articles they may have I can use for the newsletters 
however unfortunately it falls upon a few faithful contributors. 

 

The page below is another posting put up on Facebook by Don. 
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The top photograph below is taken in Whitehall London and depicts 
Vauxhall Motors TT Vauxhall being driven by Jack Barclay who was 
the Vauxhall agent in London, the second photo how the same car 
looks now. 
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Below is the article on the TT Vauxhall taken directly from Michael 
Sedgwickôs book titled óVAUXHALLô 
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Phil Virgona sent me the two photographs below he found in the 

Sydney State Library archives which seem to be of the same 23-60 or 

maybe even a D Type Vauxhall. 

It appears to be an Australian bodied car with non Vauxhall Motors 

body or windscreen. 
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The top photograph below is D3604 bearing its English number plates 
and the photograph below it is also the same car as it appears now 
living in Switzeland. 

 

  

When Mary and I were in New Zealand in May we caught up with Ian 

and Jenny Patton at their Matta Matta property in the north isle.  
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Ian owns a 23-60 OD588 that was previously owned by Ian Baker of 

Shepparton in Victoria who cut 12 inches out of the chassis and 

rebuilt it using a replica Wensum styled body. The car is nicely 

proportioned and at first glance could be mistaken for a 30-98. 

    

OD588  
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OD588 was originally a two wheel braked model and the 23-60 braked 

axle fitted to it by the previous owner when it went from Joe Wilson in 

Queensland to New Zealand. 

Richard Walton bought the original Kington body off OD588 from Ian 

Barker for the chassis and running gear he had of OD1072. Evan 

Quarmby is now restoring OD1072 fitted with OD588ôs Kington body. 

The photographs below are of the Vauxhall marine engine the factory 

produced and was fitted to launches and small boats. 
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Also whilst in New Zealand and staying in Hamilton, Richard Walton 

and I visited the Southward Motor Museum in Otaihanga on the west 

coast which was about an hourôs drive north of Hamilton. It would 

have to be the best motor museum I have seen and huge in size on 

three levels. The interesting thing I found about it was the diversity of 

things to look at which did not only include cars. We were introduced 

to the manager of the museum who took the time to show us the 30-

98 OE176 and allowed us to go over it and take photographs. Richard 

took photographs of the side curtains which were stored behind the 

rear seat and this will enable him to make a set for his 30-98 OE53. 
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  OE176 

This 30-98 is well documented with the V.S.C.C.A. and was purchased 
new in 1924 by Bill Chadwickôs father who was a surveyor. Bill was a 
founder member of the V.S.C.C.A. and lived in Bathurst and although 
he never owned the 30-98 did own other Vauxhalls including the well 
known A Type A210 known as ó50 Bobô. 

The 30-98 was a lovely original example of the model and was given a 
cosmetic restoration when it arrived at the museum. It was interesting 
to see how well all the panels fitted. The car is kept registered and is 
taken out once a year for a run. 

 

OE176 dashboard  
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OE177 engine nearside  

 

OE177 engine offside  
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The photograph below shows Boyd Edkins and his riding mechanic 
Webby going hard somewhere in the Australian outback on a record 
breaking run in Fifty Bob A210. It was a mighty effort by Edkins and 
the likes to endure the conditions they did in those days with the 
unsealed roads and all of natures elements against them in an open 
car. 

 

Photograph below of Peter Cooper of Albury in his new purchase     
23-60 OD759 formerly owned by Ray Moore in Sydney. 
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The six photographs below were taken by Phil Virgona of Vauxhalls 
attending the 50th Anniversary Rally of the Vauxhall Owners Club that 
was held at Wangaratta Victoria in March this year. 

 

OD 742 ð M 673 -   OE61 -  20-60   

 

D 3688 -  OD 742 -  M 673 -  OE61 -   20-60  -  
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OE112 -  OE53 -  OE235 -  OD494  

 

OE235 ð OD494 - T1311 20-60  
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OD793  

 

D3688 - OD742  ð M673  
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The period photograph below is of a Vauxhall and according to those 
who know about these things is more than likely an early D Type 
upgraded Prince Henry. Note the large D Type rear brake drums 
whereas it is fitted with 62mm hubs and not 80mm as were the D 
Types. It does look as though the chassis might be shorter than a 
standard 10ft 10in D Type. 

\ 

And the period photograph below taken in July 1922 shows Major 
Coeôs E Type 30-98 Vauxhall with the near side bonnet open as well 
as two early two wheel braked 3 litre Bentleys of Clement and W.O. 
Bentley. 

The clarity and detail in this photograph show so much more than the 
cars attending this speed event. The shop on the left has Grosvenor 
Tea painted on the facade. Google tells me that Grosvenor made high 
quality China tea sets so I guess this shop was an outlet for their 
wares. It certainly doesnôt look like the Grosvenor factory Vauxhall 
outsourced their chassisô to and had that companyôs bodies fitted. 
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Quite a few years ago I was at the Mitchell Library in Sydney and 
trawling through their records for anything on veteran and vintage 
Vauxhalls. At the museum you had access to a visitorôs computer and 
I simply typed in Vintage Vauxhall and up would come hundreds of 
references and photographs which you were able to print off or apply 
to have a copy of the original document or photograph. I came across 
two well known 30-98ôs during my search one being OE53 and the 
other OE265. 

The first photograph is of OE53 and shows the original owner of the 
30-98 a Doctor Geoffrey Faithfull at the grass race track on his 
property óInveralochyô which is between Goulburn and Braidwood in 
N.S.W. It shows the good Doctor talking to a rider on a racing motor 
bike and records show the Goulburn Motor Cycle Club used this 
grass track on the Doctorôs property to hold some of their race 
meetings. This 30-98 OE53 is now owned and campaigned spiritedly 
by Richard Walton from Sydney. 
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The second photograph show a late model 30-98 OE265 and the 
caption said the driver was Miss Henriques of Sydney in her fatherôs 
Vauxhall having just returned to Sydney from a trip down to Narooma 
on the south coast of N.S.W.  You will see the car it fitted with well 
base rims and rather large balloon tyres which was a common change 
in the day from the carôs original 34 x 41/2 straight sided tyres. The 
larger tyres gave for a smoother ride on the corrugated unsealed 
roads of the day. 

This car went on to be owned by Basil Clifton of Boyded Motors, then 
Murray McDonogh of the A.C.T. and presently owned by Ian 
McNaughton  of Victoria. 
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Don Chisholm-Smith from Tasmania sent me the two interesting 
newspaper clippings below he found on Trove 
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I found the period photograph below taken in 1908 of the managerôs 
house on the property Walhallow at Caroona located west of Quirindi 
in N.S.W. Our 23-60 OD494 went new to Walhallow in 1923 when 
purchased from Boyd Edkins in Sydney by Mr Fred Croaker Jnr who 
at the time was the manager of the property. 

 

 

In 2018 when Mary and I were returning home from a George Green 
Rally in Tamworth when we diverted across to Caroona and visited 
Walhollow where the 23-60 was parked in front of the old homestead. 
It had been many years since it had returned to the property and 
maybe the first since it lived there from 1923 to the early 1930ôs when 
Mr Croaker purchased his own property óPetwyn Valeô at Wingen 
N.S.W.  
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Don Chisholm-Smith sent me the photographs below and paper 
clippings on the D Type Vauxhall that went to Adelaide for a Miss 
Irene Scarfe. 

I have seen the photograph previously however now Don has 
completed the history of how it arrived out here and was bodied for 
the new owner. 

Unfortunately there is nothing known about the chassis number or 
the demise of this D Type. 

 

 

 



26 

 

 

 

 

 

 



27 

 

 

 

Miss Irene Scarfe  in her D Type  
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Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Autumn Tour 

3rd  ï  8th May 2026 

I propose to run a Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Autumn Rally in May 

next year with it being a 3 day hub rally out of Gunnedah. It is proposed the rally 

is to be sponsored by The National Trust of Australia (N.S.W.) and in accordance 

with their sponsorship requirement the rally can only accept pre 1930 cars. 

Entrants will overnight in Maitland on Sunday 3rd May to commence the rally 

Monday morning the 4th May. Travelling north up the New England Highway to 

Muswellbrook for morning tea and then on to Quirindi for lunch. Following lunch 

continue on to our motel in Gundagai where you will book in for four nights. Here 

prior to dinner you will enjoy a happy hour from the Vauxhall Inn. 

There will be three rally days with the following planned. 

Day 1 Tuesday 5th 

Drive to the Pensioners Lookout in Gunnedah for a 360 view of the area then to 

the small Primary School at Mullaley to show the school children our cars as well 

as having morning tea. Then continue on to Boggabri for lunch to be followed by 

a visit to the local Cotton Gin where we will be given a tour. We will then return to 

Gunnedah and back to our motel. 

Day 2 Wednesday 6th 

A visit to the 6,000 acre property ñKurrumbedeò on the Namoi River that was 

owned by the Mackellar family and is where Dorothea Mackellar lived as a child 

and wrote the poem óMy Countryô. Following morning tea and an inspection of the 

property we will return to Gunnedah to visit the Rural Museum for lunch. 

Followed by a drive to another local lookout. 
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Day 3 Thursday 7th  

Visit Bret and Wendy Blackmoreôs property ñEmerald Plainsò where we will be 

given a tour and shown how things are run on their 3,000 acre property. We will 

then drive to the Community Hall at Emerald Hill for lunch to be followed by an 

afternoon run back to the motel. Lester and Margot Thearle have invited the 

entrants to their home in Gunnedah and here you can see Lesterôs workshop 

where he is working on vintage Bentleys. 

There will be an end of rally dinner that night and entrants will leave the following 

morning for their return journey home on a route of their own choice.  

Please email me your expression of interest to enter this event and in due course 

you will be sent an entry form 

Dave Stuart.  

Mobile 04 2828 2360 

Email:  tubby2360@gmail.com 

....................................................................................................................................... 

Veteran and  Vintage Vauxhall Register Autumn Rally 

4th to 9th May 2026 

Expression of interest 

NAME   .................................................................................................. 

NAVIGATOR ......................................................................................... 

PASSENGER ....................................................................................... 

CAR MAKE   ....................................MODEL..............YEAR............... 

MOBILE................................................................................................ 

EMAIL.................................................................................................... 

Email expression of interest to:  tubby2360@gmail.com             

Or post to 45 Raworth Avenue, Raworth N.S.W. 2321 

mailto:tubby2360@gmail.com
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COPIES NOW AVAILABLE 

 

ééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééééé 

Application for 2025 Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register 

NAME 

EMAIL 

MOBILE 

POSTAL  ADDRESS 

 

Please eft $40.00 into the account of the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall 
Register BSB 062 807 A/c No. 1048 3835 with your surname and 
Vauxhall Register on the payment line and a new register will be 
posted out. Email application to tubby2360@gmail.com 

mailto:tubby2360@gmail.com
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Below is a sample of a page from the new look Veteran and Vintage 
Vauxhall Register which as can now see includes photographs of the 
cars where available. 
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Max Stephenson from Queensland recently sent three of his 
Vauxhalls to the UK to be auctioned at Bonhams. It is such a shame 
that three more Vauxhalls have left Australia however this is what 
happens when no prospective buyers pop up out here. I can report 
that all three Vauxhalls sold. Sale prices below include buyerôs 
premium. 

 30-98  E329 sold A $211,293 

  23-60 OD966 sol d A$ 71,000 

  23-60 OD595 sold A$ 14.200  

 

 


