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Hello Everyone. 

Firstly I would like to thank Greg Mackie for sending me his 

recollections of the Vintage Cars he has owned, his article appears in 

this newsletter. This is the first and only article I have received about 

the Vintage cars readers have owned. Maybe you are all still busy 

beavering away with your articles so being the eternal optimist I live 

in hope. 

I recently had the off side front spring on our 23-60 reset as it had 

dropped over half an inch. The firm I went to near Newcastle is  

Spencer Springs at Cardiff and their spring man Anthony was very 

helpful and said that he could reset the spring cold with Ĳò more 

camber. Neil Heilbrunn had previously had the rear springs on his 30-

98 OE108 Black Bess reset to standard setting as they had been set to 

a negative camber to lower the rear end of the car when it was 

modified for racing by Laurie Vinall when he owned the car in South 

Australia. It is important the rear spring hanger on the front springs is 

in the vertical position and does not lay back. 



2 

 

 

I was very happy with the service provided by Spencer Springs and 

elected not to have them repaint the springs with the tar paint they 

use and brought them home and painted them myself with an 

undercoat metal spray from Bunnings and finally with a gloss black. 

The two photographs below show Anthony resetting the camber in 

the springs with one the leaves in the press. The main leafôs camber 

is set first then the remaining ten leaves are also reset individually in 

the press and brought up under the main left in their correct position 

until the curvature in each spring leaf matches. I can recommend 

Spencer Springs for your spring resets. 
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The Vintage Cars I have owned 

                                                                              
                                                                                  by Greg Mackie 

 
Back in the 1970s, a neighbour of mine by the name of Frank Illich suggested I buy a 
vintage car. He was a very good salesman, and when the George Green auction came 
up, he wanted me to look at a 1923 Peugeot 175 that was completely dismantled. It 
looked like just a trailer-full of bits to me, and I was not very keen. Frank worked very 
hard on me on auction day, and before I knew it was mine. So began about 7years of 
restoration work including making all new body panels, engine rebuild, etc, etc. It turned 
out to be a great car, and gave years of enjoyment. 
 

 

Peugeot 175  

 
I renewed my membership of the VSCCA  (first joined in 1961to go hill-climbing at 
Silverdale), and  Veronica and I attended many VSCCA events. We made a lot of 
friends along the way. 
 
Once the bug had bitten, it was amazing how many cars suddenly became interesting. 
There was the SS 100 Jaguar, a 1920 Paige óRecord-breakerô. 
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1920 Paige  
 

Maserati Indy, Jaguar XK150, Austin Healey 100/4, 356 Porsche, Swallow Doretti, etc. 
After moving to Moss Vale in 1989, I bought a óprojectô 8th series Lancia Lambda from 
Don Wright. After rebuilding the chassis ï it had been cut into three bits ï and building a 
body on it, there was the mechanical stuff to do. Don Wright did that for me, so I knew it 
would be done properly. With the 3 litre engine, and a Laycock overdrive it was a great 
vintage car.  
 

 

8 th  Series Lancia Lambda  
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However, a certain Vauxhall enthusiast/sales manager by the name of David (Tubby) 
Stuart thought that I should be driving a Vauxhall. 
Tubby ófoundô a Vauxhall for me at Molong, and he negotiated with the seller, as I had 
trouble dealing with him. I came home with OD 793 on my trailer. After a fair bit of work 
ï mainly correcting previous bad restoration work ï it turned out to be a pretty good car. 
 

 
 

1924 23-60 Vauxhall  
 
Apparently, it was a good idea to have a 30-98 as well, so when John Giddyôs E type 
E366 came up for sale I managed to get that as well. Bob Pritchett called it a óPigeon 
Pairô. 
 

 
 

1921 E Type 30-98 Vauxhall  
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The 1924 Minerva AB, bought from long-time VSCCA member Brian Blacket, was a fine 
piece of Belgian engineering. A bit slow, but the sleeve-valve engine was so quiet. 
 

 

1924 Minerva  
 
Some years later, after dabbling with things such as Porsche, Maserati, VWs, Bentley, 
Morgan, and so on I managed to extract a 23-60 OD592 from The Adamsô family. A 
good car, which also needed a bit of ócorrectionô of previous restoration work.  

ô 

1923 23-60 Vauxhall  
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In May, 2022 at the Vauxhall Rally in Beechworth, Vauxhall Sales Manager Stuart 
whispered in my ear ñGlynnôs carôs for sale, you knowò. Well, without going into the 
boring details, Glynn Farrell and I ódid a dealô on OE235. And what a great car it is. 
Certainly the best Vauxhall I have owned.  

 

1925 30-98 Vauxhall  OE235 
 
Still have a 3rd series Lambda tucked away in the shed, though. 
 

 

1924 Lancia Lambda 3 rd  Series  
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Having said all that, the cars are, after all, just óbits of tinô ï it is the wonderful people 
that make the whole thing such a great experience. 
 
 

I would like to thank Greg again for putting together such a wonderful 
article on the vintage cars he has owned and I think some of the 
readers will be well aware of the cars that Greg owned as well as the 
names of the people in the article Greg refers to. 
 
I think you will agree that Greg has been very fortunate in owning 
such a wonderful variety of good vintage cars and I can assure you 
that all of Gregôs cars were to a high standard of preservation. I am so 
glad that I introduced him to the 23-60 as well as his 30-98 as Greg is 
now firmly entrenched in the Vauxhall Fraternity 

                                                     - - - - o0o- - - - - 

Noel Richardson from Tasmania sent me the photograph below of a 
Grosvenor bodied E Type 30-98 chassis E260. The caption says óRipe 
for Restorationô but if you look closely the near side C.A.V. headlight 
seems to be missing the glass as well there is no near side C.A.V. 
side light, so do you think also having a tatty hood this might prevent 
a prospective buyer making an offer. 
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The photograph below is how E260 30-98 looks today. 

 

I saw the advertisement for Tri-ang Toys on Facebook recently 
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Also on Facebook was this photograph taken outside a Vauxhall 
managers residence when the drivers had stopped for a cup of tea. 

 

Brian McMillan from Queensland sent me a Facebook link of period 
Australian photographs that have been colourised. It is well worth the 
look, so to do this hold down your ctrl button on your key board and 
click on the link line below. 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=764997382527463&set=a.11201783782 

One of the photographs of interest is of a family group and it is 
captioned as being that of the Aunger family. It could be assumed 
with 9 children Mr Auger was a busy boy with a lot of spare time on 
his hands. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo/?fbid=764997382527463&set=a.11201783782
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Standing at the back is Horace Hooper Murray Aunger (1878ä1953), who went on to 

become a pioneering overlander and motor engineer. He completed his apprenticeship at 

the Kilkenny workshops of G. E. Fulton & Co., before working with Vivian Lewis and Tom 

OéGrady to help build South Australiaés first petrol-driven motorcaråa remarkable 

achievement at the dawn of the automotive era. 

This now reveals why the caption in the photograph below is of H. 

Aunger in the Prince Henry whose first christian name was Horace 

followed by Hooper Murray. I guess he went on in later life to use the 

Christian name Murray. 
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Murray Aungerôs Prince Henry Vauxhall is presently owned by 
Andrew Hayes of Adelaide and the photograph below of the car was 
taken at Rockely whilst Andrew and his wife Victoria were entrants in 
the car on the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Bi-Ennial Rally 
held in Orange in 2024. 
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Terry Parker from Adelaide emailed the article below relating to 
Murray Aunger and his association with Vauxhalls. 
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The photograph below are of Dutton and Aunger on their record 
breaking run from Adelaide to Darwin in a Talbot. 
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Peter Latreille sent me some photographs from his archives of 23-60ôs 
that will not be included in the book he and Richard Walton are 
putting together on 30-98 Vauxhalls in Australia. Peter was unable to 
identify the cars. 

The first photograph below has been identified as OD568 presently 
owned by Max Stephenson in Queensland. Joe Wilson was able to 
identify that it is David Seath and his family in the car whilst it lived in 
Brisbane Queensland prior to going to Victoria. 
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I havenôt been unable to identify what car this 23-60 below is however 
some reader may be able to remember it from the Victorian number 
plate. It is obviously a late model four wheel braked 23-60. Is it 
possibly Russell Barrettôs 23-60 Chassis OD1007 engine OD1008 as 
the car has spare wheel mounting brackets on both side of the body. 
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The photograph below shows 30-98 OE39 in the colour scheme as 
Peter Latreille purchased the car in 1965 from Eric Dunbar of Sydney. 
Behind is Peter Thorneôs 23-60 OD759 now owned by Peter Cooper of 
Albury. The photograph was taken on the Kalorama Rally in 1965 

It is interesting OE39 originally was fitted with small brackets to 
strengthen the windscreen however they are no longer fitted.  
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The photograph below was taken of 23-60 OD742 at Rob Roy Hillclimb 
in Victoria when the car was owned by Peter Donald. The car is now 
owned by Neil Heilbrunn of N.S.W. 

 

 

And  photograph below is that of 23-60 OD1009 that was owned by 
Jeff Taylor of Sydney. Geoff drove the 23-60 from Sydney to 
Maryborough Queensland in the mid 60ôs when he was in his 20ôs and 
was transferred whilst working in the bank. 

OD1009 has left our shores and now resides in the UK. 
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Photograph below is of 23-60 OD1126 when owned by Dave Gunning 
in Victoria. The car is now owned by Daveôs wife Sue 
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The illustration below is of a D Type Vauxhall and it is not known if 
the car if a factory bodied car or the body was built on the car when it 
arrived in Sydney in chassis form. 
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The illustration below another of Mrs Stewart Dawsonôs D Type 
saloon which I believe the two photographs are of the same car 
though the paint work has changed in the second illustration. The 
number pate is clearly a numeric N.S.W. plate 33-901 which I would 
say dates from around 1923. Our 23-60 OD494 being a 1923 model 
was first registered N.S.W. 31-801,  so the car in the second 
photograph being I feel the same car must have been repainted 
around 1923. D Types finished their production in 1922 when the 
model changed to a 23-60 so it does create a small conundrum with 
this car fitted with perhaps a 1923 number plate. Both cars are fitted 
with side entry CAV side lights and the headlights mounted on taller 
mounting brackets than standard. 
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There is a well documented story of how John Duttonôs 30-98 OE297 
ended up in the Blue Lake at Mount Gambia. The coloured 
photograph below is how this 30-98 looks today and this photograph 
was taken on a Vauxhall Rally to Mount Gambia when Linton Morris 
took the car back to the Blue Lake where we all attended a lunch in 
memory of the car going into the depths of the lake in 1936.  

 

 
 

 

The article below was written by Linton Morris. 
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The car was extensively used by Mr. John Dutton for both transport and competition and he 
frequently competed at Sellick's Beach and also the Pewsey Vale hill climbs. Whilst in the 
Duttons' ownership, the ear was nicknamed "Bloody Mary as the main body of the car was blood 
red in colour although the mudguards were black. 

John Dutton used the ear for daily transport as well as competition. On an evening in February of 
1936, the car was involved in an accident which caused its near fatal plunge into the Blue Lake at 
Mount Gambier. John Dutton was thrown clear of the car as it rolled some 300 feet down the very 
steep wall of the lake, and he survived because his body was caught by a lone thorn bush which 
stopped him following the car into the water. He sustained severe injuries and was not expected 
to live. This incident triggered what was probably one of the very early medical rescues by 
aircraft. A biplane was flown from Parafield, landed at Anlaby to pick up Emily and Dick Dutton 
and later fly them to Mount Gambier, transporting John Dutton to hospital in Adelaide. He was 
many months making a recovery from spinal and internal injuries. 

I have obtained what seems to be the most accurate version of the incident from the author, 
Geoffrey Dutton, who was of course John Dutton's younger brother. He wrote me a letter in these 
terms: 

"John told me that it was a wet night and he was going back to his property "Burleigh . The vet, 
drunk, came around the bend on the wrong side of the road and forced John over the edge. 
Fortunately the Vauxhall had no hood and John was thrown out. Apparently the vet went on to 
Mount Gambier and had a couple more drinks at Jens Hotel before mentioning that John had gone 
over the edge. 

Geoffrey Dutton also described in a letter how his brother John watched as the car sank into the 
waters of the lake and rotated with its headlights still on, leaving an eerie lemon light before the 
battery failed and it plunged into the depths in darkness. 

When the car was moved from the lake in March the following year, it was noted that the clock had 
stopped at 2.40 a.m. and it is assumed this established the time of its descent into the lake with 
absolute accuracy. 

Following the salvaging of the car, it passed through many hands and has a continuous racing 
history in western New South Wales and in Victoria. It ultimately ended in the custody of Mr. R.W. 
Jervies of Wallaroo South Australia. 

I purchased the car on 4th June 1993 from Jervies and drove it back to Sydney in July of that year. 
I dispatched Don Wright and Dave Stuart to drive over to Adelaide in my Land Rover Discovery for 
use as a back-up vehicle for when we drove the 30-98 back to Sydney. My son Jeremy and I flew 
over to Adelaide the day before we headed off for Sydney and we all had dinner that night with 
Gavin Sandford-Morgan and were entertained by Gavinôs colorful stories however thatôs another 
story in itself.    

The car at that time had an Australian sporting body from the scuttle to the rear and mudguards 
off a 14-40 Vauxhall. A decision was made that it should be completely restored to the original 
specifications. This involved the fabrication of an ash frame which was covered in hand-formed 
aluminium to absolutely exact Velox specifications. In the course of this, all the original body 
parts which could be used were preserved. It is to be remembered that the bonnet and scuttle 
were really the only parts which survived the lake damage and its subsequent use by a large 
number of owners. 
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The engineering re-construction was undertaken under the expert supervision and guidance of 
Mr. Donald Wright of Highs Road, West Pennant Hills and the car is now finished in precisely its 
original colour. I was fortunate in being able to consult Geoffrey Dutton and Robert Hood in 
respect of the colour of the car as they both remember it clearly when it was in John Dutton's 
ownership. 

LINTON MORRIS 
4th August 1995 

 

The two photographs below show the 30-98 being retrieved from the 
Blue Lake in 1937. 
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Phil Virgona found the photograph below on Facebook recently. I 
wonder if the little scout won the race as he seems slightly ahead off 
the start line. It is a single cylinder Vauxhall up against a single boy in 
his soap box racer. The driver of the Vauxhall looks fairly relaxed 
whereas the boy scout in ñThe Thingò has his head down and is going 
for it. 
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Don Chisholm-Smith from Tasmania sent me the photograph below 
showing Boyd Edkins behind the wheel of his 30-98 OE1078 which 
went on to be called The Presentation Vauxhall. It is a lovely clear 
period photograph and one I had not previously seen. 
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As you can see Edkins had changed the wheels on the 30-98 from the 
original 23ò straight sided wheels to the 20ò well base rims in order to 
fit the balloon 600 x 20 sized tyres to provided a better ride on the 
roads of the day. Also the headlights are changed from the original 
C.A.V. model E as well as the mounting gimbles for the lights seem to 
have been raised. 
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Don Chishom-Smith from Tasmania also sent me the advertisements 
below for a 1913 A Type Vauxhall chassis to be bodied in the Adelaide 
dealer Murray Aungerôs workshop as well as a single cylinder 
Vauxhall delivered to The British Motor Company of William Street of 
maybe Melbourne. 
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Below is an Early Melbourne Newspaper article on the first single 
cylinder Vauxhall imported into Victoria, Australia. Good morning 
gentlemen, the following article of interest was gleaned from an early 
Melbourne paper. 
Regards Don. 
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Below is another period photograph sent to me by Don Chisholm-
Smith 

 

Published in the Sydney Daily Telegraph, Saturday 26th. January 1924, page 20. 

 

 

I found the advertisement below for Dunlop tyres in the archive 
section of the ANU in Canberra. 

I have blown up the section in the advertisement listing the Australian 
records that were held and you will see that Boyd Edkins held the 
record from Sydney to Brisbane as well as Sydney to Melbourne. 
Murray Aunger held the record from Melbourne to Adelaide. 

 



32 
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FOR SALE 

Ring Dave Stuart mobile 04 2828 2360 or email tubby2360@gmail.com  

 

SU carburettor has been soda blasted and has its original manifold 

for late model 23-60. $1,000.00 carburettor complete with jet and float. 

 

Zenith 42mm FS model carburettor and manifold for 23-60 $1,000.00 

Carburettor complete with jets and float. 

 

mailto:tubby2360@gmail.com
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FOR SALE 

If you know of someone who is restoring an E Type 30-98 or a D Type 

Vauxhall the below parts are for sale and may help with some 

instruments as well as the set of lights. I have cleaned the headlight 

on the left with very fine steel wool to remove the verdigris however 

have not yet got around to cleaning the light on the right. Both lights 

do not have any dents and are fitted with the matching rims and 

reflectors however will need new glass. The side lights are early ones 

with matching CAV shielded badges to the headlights. Ring me for 

more information 04 2828 2360. 
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FOR SALE 

For Sale: 1925 Vauxhall 14-40 LM Sports Tourer. Fully restored to a high standard. Coachbuilt 2 
door sports tourer body in the style of the 30/98 E Type Velox. 

Recent complete retrim in leather, new hood, etc. Nothing more to spend, just use and enjoy. 
As seen at the recent Orange VV rally. 

Currently unregistered, VM 1440 number plates available to Vic buyer. 

Vehicle located in Melbourne Outer East.  Genuine reason for regretted sale. 

Serious buyers please. Contact Leigh on 0407 884 869 or email griffinvale@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

 

mailto:griffinvale@hotmail.com

