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Hello Everyone.      

Here we go again with another year in front of us to enjoy the 

pleasure our veteran and vintage Vauxhalls are bringing us. Itôs also 

time again for the Bi-ennial Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Rally to be 

held and this year it will be run in Victoria with more to come later as 

details from the organizer Daniel Zampatti come to hand. 

As advised in the December newsletter I will include an article 

members hopefully send me titled óThe Vintage Cars I have ownedô. 

To start these articles off below is the first one and is of the vintage 

cars I have owned. I am still waiting on you Vauxhall owners to send 

me your similar articles. 

The Vintage cars I have owned. 

I guess it all started back in about 1948 when I was a three year old in 

Oatley near Sydney when my mum and dad bought me my first car. 
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Then we jump forward to 1960 when I was at high school and 
purchased an Austin 7 and joined a group of lads around where we 
lived and drove the cars through the paddocks surrounding our home 
in Ingleburn. This photograph below was taken in the back yard of our 
family home óThe Pinesô which though it had been sub-divided 
however still stood on an acre. On the left is the mudguard of my 1932 
Chev. 
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I then moved on to a succession of Model T Fords, the first of which 
my father bought for me from Ron Masling of Masling Airlines in 
Cootamundra N.S.W. I started to restore this car and purchased 
another one from Bargo as a spare. I seem to recall the Model T from 
Cootamundra was a complete tourer however the photograph below 
is probably the second Model T I bought in Bargo. Note the solid jack 
stands which were standard ones of the time straight from the wood 
shed. 

 

 

The shed that Dave built  
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Whilst owning the Model Tôs I also purchased a 1932 Chevrolet 
roadster however I have no photographs of that car. I intended to use 
the Chev as my every day car when I got my licence as it was a goer, 
so I must have still been 16 as I got my licence when I was 16 and 10 
months. 

I then sold the two T Models to a school mate who was more serious 
with the restoration of his Model T.  Then the Chev was sold in 1962 to 
buy a 1928 Fast Four Dodge. This car was advertised in the 
Campbelltown News, it was registered and for sale for fifty pounds. I 
worked after school and on weekends on a local poultry farm so had 
some cash. The car had only done 67,000 miles, it was a one owner 
car and was in lovely condition with unmarked leather upholstery and 
hood and still had the side curtains. I had the car repainted and joined 
the Antique and Classic Car Club that met in Bankstown and this 
commenced my experiences in vintage car rallying. The photograph 
below shows me leaving the service station at Bundanoon on an 
Antique and Classic Motor Clubôs rally in the highlands. 

 

Now here comes my time with Vauxhalls. In 1962 I was driving my 
Dodge past Ron Grantôs home also in Ingleburn and noticed a 
Sunbeam Saloon standing in the circular drive in front of the house 
and went in to have a look at it. I then met Ron Grant in a shed at the 
rear of the house who at the time was making lead sinkers for fishing 
lines.  
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Also standing in the driveway at the side of the house was a large 
black Vauxhall tourer which turned out to be a 23-60 OD841.The car 
was for sale and Ron Grant let me take it for a drive, so I took it home 
to show my mum and dad then went back to Ronôs place bought it for 
ninety pounds. 

Ron Grant was the Sydney Guru of the Vauxhall world and had many 
Vauxhalls on his property and sheds full of Vauxhall parts and would 
allow me to go through them to find any parts I needed for my 23-60. 

 

I had stripped OD841 in the back yard at our home in Ingleburn  - Notice 
I must have bought some new jack stands  

 

OD841 body timber and windcreen replaced  - photo taken in Ray 

Mooreõs workshop 
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Whilst still owning OD841 I purchased another two 23-60ôs, OD1107 a 
Saloon from Fairfield as well as OD1072 a Kington tourer from Fairy 
Meadow. 

   

OD1107  

The other 23-60 OD1072 a Kington tourer Ron Grant told me of was 
laying in a paddock in Fairy Meadow near Wollongong. I donôt have 
any photographs of this 23-60 whilst I owned it however the 
photograph below is of OD1072 in the early 50ôs in Port Kembla. 

 

OD1072  
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The photograph below is OD1072 and how it appeared when all the 
parts were put together in Richard Waltonôs workshop prior to it being 
sold to Evan Quarmby. 

 

 

 

In 1965 or 66 I sold all three 23-60ôs to Ray Moore for one thousand 
pounds and went out and bought a new Volkswagen. 

I then left the vintage car scene however always showed an interest 
when I saw one on the road and secretly still lusted after one again. 

Later on in 1985 my interest in vintage Vauxhalls was again aroused 
when I returned to live in Sydney. I purchased OD803 from Warwick 
Gillan of Geelong in Victoria. This car was partially restored with a 
Wensum styled body. I completed the restoration to have many miles 
of enjoyment rallying in this 23-60. By this time I had met Mary so 
from then on it was Tubby and Mary in the Wensum 23-60. 
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OD803 at Oran Park in 1988  

 

 

I sold OD803 in 1999 and purchased another 23-60 OD233 which was 
a more practical car having an original Kington body. Although 
originally a two wheel braked car it had Alvis Speed 20 brakes grafted 
to the front axle with the foot brake operating all four wheels. Again 
this car gave Mary and I many happy vintage touring miles. The 
photograph below was taken at Curzon Hall in the Sydney suburb of 
Marsfield at a V.S.C.C.A. Closing Rally. Mary is beside me and Boyd 
Edkinsô daughter Gillian Bunning in the rear seat with her friend 
Norman. I think the car beside me is OE297 the Blue Lake 30-98 with 
the owner Linton Morris behind the wheel. 
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OD233    

Whilst owing OD233 I bought OD739 and I really bought this 23-60 for 
my son Paul to let him have an interest in vintage cars. When that 
didnôt work I later sold OD739 to Phil Virgona. 

   

OD739  
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In 1996 I sold OD233 to Robert Miles and purchased my present 23-60 
OD494 that had been owned by John Giddy who was actually the 
second owner of the car. John had the car restored and Mary and I 
have enjoyed many miles of vintage motoring in N.S.W. Victoria, 
South Australia, Tasmania as well as New Zealand. 

 

OD494  at Bolwarra near Raworth N.S.W.  

So in all I have owned seven 23-60ôs however no 30-98ôs or 14-40ôs 
though I was fortunate to be for some time the custodian of Gunnar 
Sundellôs two 30-98ôs OE178 and E327 so had the pleasure of driving 
these two thirsties from time to time along with OD494. 

The Vauxhalls have given Mary and I so much enjoyment and have 
introduced us to many like minded friends whose company we still 
enjoy. 
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Phil Virgona sent me the photograph below that he found in the 
magazine Restored Cars and is credited to the Norm Darwin 
Collection. It shows 14-40 Vauxhalls at the Melbourne Motor Show in 
1927. 

 

 

 

David Neeley sent me the photograph below which depicts a Prince 

Henry Vauxhall and the caption says it all.  David advised the 

photograph is probably from the magazine ñAustralasian 

Coachbuilders and Wheelright that was a magazine for the trades 

started in 1890 and included motor body building from 1911. 

 

 

 



12 

 

 

Don Chisholm-Smith from Tasmania sent me the photograph of a D 
Type below and it is captioned óthe latest post war car just unpacked 
by Autocars Pty Ltd, Adelaideò. 
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Don also sent me the photograph below which is also a D Type and is 
described as a single seater body designed by Autocars Ltd South 
Australia for Mr B.C. Goodmanôs D Type 25 hp. Vauxhall of 
Edwardstown finished in Royal Blue. Don apologized for the quality of 
the photograph. 

 

 

 

Paddy Adair was the Vauxhall Agent in Johannesburg South Africa 
and like Boyd Edkins campaigned 30-98ôs vigorously with record 
breaking runs as did Edkins to promote Vauxhall cars to the public. 
The photographs below are from a book titled óEarly Motoring in 
South Africaô.  I have only selected five of the Vauxhall photographs 
from the book however there are many more as well as a wonderful 
collection of period veteran and vintage cars in South Africa and is 
well worth buying for your collection. 
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Paddy Adair in his E Type 30 -98 

 

Paddy at speed  
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What can happen at speed  

 

A Type Vauxhall  
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23-60 Vauxhall  

 

The photograph above gives clear detail of a late model four wheel 

braked 23-60 fitted with the later model C.A.V. model EV headlights as 

well as being fitted with Hartford shock absorbers to the front of the 

car and only just showing. The wheels for Australian delivered cars 

had changed from 880 x 120 beaded edge to 34 x 41/2 which were 23 

inch straight sided wheels fitted with a lock ring. The knock-ons for 

the wheels were painted black and the rear window for the hood was a 

large rectangle made of the celluloid as were the windows in the side 

curtains. The car is also fitted with looks like a hand operated tyre 

pump on the front of the running board. No tool locker built into the 

near side running board as were fitted to the earlier 23-60ôs as by this 

model they had a separate tool box fitted to the off side running board 

as were the late model 30-98ôs. The rear doors hinged from the rear 

whereas the early two wheel braked carôs rear doors were hinged at 

the front. 
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The photograph below of OD1303 shows the narrow rectangular 

wooden tool box with metal covered lid mounted on the off side 

running board between the spare wheel and the body.  

 

 

 

 

OD1303  

 

 

 

Don Chisholm-Smith from Tasmania sent me the advertisement below 

from Hugh McKayôs Sunshine Motor Cars company.  
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The Sunshine company also made lovely gates that were installed on 

farms all around Australia. The company was very diverse in the 

range of products it produced from farm gates farming equipment 

including Harvesters and ploughs.  
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This big fella below seems happy enough in his Vauxhall and it looks 
as though pussy is there for a ride too. 

 

Don Chisholm-Smith also sent me this drawing showing a bed 
conversion for a 14-40 saloon. 
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The photograph below taken at Kenthurst shows John Giddy and 
Barry Ford standing beside David Fordôs semi trailer loaded with 
Johnôs 23-60 OD494 as well as his 30-98 OE116. Both cars had been 
loaded and were off to Stanthorpe in Queensland to have work done 
on the 30-98 and restoration of the 23-60.  

 

The photograph below shows John Giddy outside the family home in 
Cotswold Avenue Strathfield dismantling what is believed OD592 
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The photograph below was taken near Oberon on a Vauxhall Rally 
when Laurie Ogleôs 23-60 OD966 dropped oil pressure. Team Vauxhall 
performed surgery on the engine and the photograph shows me 
holding the oil pressure relief valve in my right hand and Richard 
Walton ready to inspect it. A large piece of silicon gasket material was 
found lodged inside the relief valve preventing the valve to close so 
the engine could not build up to the correct oil pressure. Harry 
McBeth in looking on supporting and has óone in handô as he called it. 
Mary being a medical type person is also looking on keenly interested 
in the operation. I am not sure what year this was however Richard 
has hair and mine is not grey so itôs obviously a couple of years ago. 
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The photograph below was taken in Don Wrightôs workshop at West 
Pennant Hills when a group of Vauxhallians were invited to see the 
start up of Lintonôs Morrisô Blue Lakeôs 30-98ôs engine of OE297 
during the carôs restoration. It shows Don Wright priming the 
carburetor before Linton was invited to push the starter button. 

The Vauxhallians left to right were. 

Jim Weir, John Giddy, Harry McBeth, Greg Mackie, Dave Stuart, Don 
Wright and Linton Morris. 

From memory everyone had also been self primed for the occasion 
with white wine and nibbles generously supplied by Linton. 
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The photograph below was taken during the dinner at International 
Hotel in Bankstown near Sydney at the end of the 1994 V.S.C.C.A. 
rally where the Club was celebrating itôs first 50 years. 

Unfortunately those 30-98 Vauxhallians in the photograph are no 
longer with us however did provide so much support for the 
movement in their time.  

 

 

 

Patrick Ryan  -  Alan and Jane Wilson -  Robert Hood  
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The photograph below is Des Hardmanôs 23-60 OD677 that lives at 
Armidale in the New England district of N.S.W. It is a two wheel 
braked Kington tourer and was purchased by the Hardmanôs from the 
Findlayson Brothers who lived in Ben Lomond which is north of 
Armidale. 

 

The photograph below shows Mary and I in our 23-60 OD803 about 
the leave the Prince of Wales Motel in Wagga. Greg and Veronica 
Mackie were in their Peugeot 175 behind us. The rally was a combined 
V.S.C.C. event with entrants from N.S.W. and Victoria. 
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The photograph below is of Richard and Emi Waltonôs 14-40 M1028 
about to leave our family home at Ingleburn N.S.W. My 23-60 OD803 
wasnôt on the road at the time as this would have been probably 1986 
and we were all on a rally down to the southern highlands for the day. 

 

The Prince Henry Vauxhall with an A Type radiator below was owned 
by Sam Tym who also owned Neil Heilbrunnôs E Type 30-98 E366.  
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The text above tells the story of Boyd Edkins A Type A210.  
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The two photographs below were taken at the RAAF base in 
Richmond near Sydney on a V.S.C.C.A. event. From left to right 
OE188 ï Lancia Lambda ï OE121 ï E327 ï OD961. 

 

Brian & Norma Boardman in the ir  23-60 with Mary and I in the E Type 

with Emi Walton walking over to see us  
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George Seymour sent me the photograph and caption of 

GeorgeTannahillôs 20-60 in South Australia. 
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The drawing below was recently posted on Facebook I think by John 

Newell from New Zealand. It shows the Vauxhall factory driver 

Humphrey Cook in the TT Vauxhall No 3 passing a Buick No 6 
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The two drawings below  showing two D Type Vauxhalls were recently 

on Facebook. 
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Gunnedah Autumn Leaves Rally  

The Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register Autumn Leaves Rally 

being held in Gunnedah from 4th to 8th May this year is now fully 

organised with accommodation and meals etc. Gunnedah and its 

surround provides easy scenic driving in our vintage cars and I am 

sure those entered will enjoy the three day runs we have whilst 

staying in Gunnedah. The rally is being sponsored with a grant from 

the Paul Butler Bequest of the National Trust of Australia N.S.W. as 

well as the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register. 

I have included below the proposed itinerary for the event so if you 

would like to join in with us on this rally please get your attached 

entry form to me as soon as possible. Todate we have some 28 cars 

entered and I know there will be a few more to come. 

The scene below is typical of the countryside you will experience 

driving on the rally whilst at Gunnedah with this photograph taken 

near the entrance to the property óBreeza Stationô. 

 

 


