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Hello Everyone. 

The photograph below was on facebook recently and shows Vauxhall 

Motors driver Jock Hancock behind the wheel of the Vauxhall No 4 car 

at the French GP in 1913. 
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James Meara from Queensland sent me the photograph below of the 
14-40 Vauxhall owned by Colin and Warwick Barnett of Queensland. 
They always described the 14-40 as a transitional M Type still with its 
3 speed gear box however fitted with wire wheels. Can any reader add 
any information as to where this car is now located. I have heard it 
was later painted a primrose colour. 

Warwickôs green 14-40 is the car standing on the right hand side.  

 

When Mary and I were in Mooloolaba Queensland last year I managed 
time to visit Michael Kenward who lives in Palmview and owns a 
lovely 1920 D Type Vauxhall chassis D2908. Michael had arranged for 
me to meet Scott Ploughman who lived nearby at Palmwoods and 
owns a 23-60 OD681. What better way to travel the half an hour to 
Scottôs place than in the D Type. I think the D Types are a lovely car 
and the engine quite a lot smoother than a 23-60. Below is a 
photograph of Michael at the wheel of his D Type ready to leave for 
Palmwoods. The photo below that shows a young Michael and his 
father Howard putting the D Typeôs diff together. 
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Below is a photograph of Scott Plowmanôs 23-60 OD681 being a real 
basket case.  

 

 

 

Whilst at Scottôs place he asked Michael and I to have a look in an 
adjoining room to the garage the 23-60 was stored and there we were 
able to locate just about everything that had been removed from the 
car when it was dismantled by Scottôs father many years ago. Even 
the instruments which were an early Jaeger clock and speedo as well 
as the CAV centre panel. The Model E CAV headlights were also there 
as well as the CAV sidelights with the reflectors and correct 
aluminium bezels and curved glass lenses. Maybe one day Scott will 
find something to do with the car by either restoring it or passing it on 
to someone to have the pleasure. Although a two wheel braked car it 
is fitted with a later four wheel braked front axle. 
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The car has always been identified as chassis OD681 being the same 
number as the engine as depicted in the photograph below. However 
the only way the chassis number can be confirmed is that if Scott can 
find the chassis plate which he thinks maybe somewhere in his 
house. Michael and I searched through every box and container when 
checking the parts for Scott hoping that we would find the chassis 
plate however that was not to be. 

The radiator is still fitted with an original radiator cap as well as the 
removable gauze strainer in the filler neck of the radiator. 
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Engine number OD681  

The photograph below was sent to me by John Frawley of 
Queensland and depicts his grandfather Stanley Frawleyôs 23-60 
which appears to be fitted with an Australian body. The photograph 
was taken pre 1965 in Margate Street, Redcliffe Queensland. We are 
yet to identify the chassis number of the car or if it still exists. 
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Frawley 23 -60  

John Frawley also send me a copy of the receipt the receipt where his 
grandfather Stanley Frawley sold a 14-40 Vauxhall fitted with LM5147 
engine to Brian C. Frawley on May 9th 1944. Searching the recently 
printed Vauxhall Register there is no record of a 14-40 being fitted 
with this engine. If you have a spare LM engine under the bench can 
you check the engine number and low and behold your engine would 
be the one the receipt refers to. 

 

 



8 
 

 

Further information just in from John Frawley reveals his 
grandfatherôs 23-60 may have been fitted with a body from a French 
car which may have been a Peugeot. Greg Mackie once owned a 
model 175 Peugeot as depicted in the second photograph below and 
it shows a similar body and guards to the Frawley 23-60. 

 

Greg Mackieõs Model 175 Peugeot before restoration  

 

The photograph below was recently on Facebook and titled A Type 
Vauxhall in Dundee Scotland. Someone had made a comment that it 
appeared to be about a 1910 model. 
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Ian Barges sent me the photograph below of cars at the Canberra All 
British Day last year. 

 

               4 1/2 litre Bentl ey      30-98  OE112         23-60  OD 980  
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I took the photograph below on last yearôs George Green Memorial 
Rally and it shows Wayne Mertonôs 23-60 Mann Egerton bodied 
Saloon as well as Wilga and Euan Couttsô 23-60 affectionately known 
as óBlueyô. 

 

 

 

The advertisement below was on Facebook and shows a late model 
23-60 saloon fitted with the later CAV model EV headlights and the 
bonnet has seven louvers in the side panel whereas the earlier 
models had six louvers. The car is fitted with a factory six light 
Carlton body and you will notice it is still fitted with beaded edge rims 
which would have been fitted with 895 x 135 tyres and not 880 x 120 
tyres as were fitted to the Kington bodied tourers. 
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Below is another contribution from Don Chisholm-Smith from 
Tasmania and an article on the 12-16 hp Vauxhall from the 1908 UK 
Automotor magazine. 
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On Facebook this photograph of a D Type D2409 being road tested. I 
have checked the Veteran and Vintage Vauxhall Register however 
there is no trace of the chassis number which you can see painted on 
the near side chassis rail. 

 

The Vauxhall in the photograph below could well be the car above as 
both cars are fitted with the early high headlight gimbles and same 
tyres. 
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The Vauxhall depicted below was a one off experimental Le Dernier 
Mot (the last one) model produced by the factory and it had a variable 
camshaft. The chassis had cantilever springs on the rear and it looks 
as though it may have been fitted with a worm drive differential. 
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Don Chisholm-Smith sent me the photograph below of a chauffeur 
driven Prince Henry. After much discussion what the apparatus was 
mounted between the front dumb irons John Kent has come to the 
rescue and advised it was a compressor used to operate the air start 
on the engine. There would have been an air tank somewhere 
mounted on the chassis more than likely on the driverôs side running 
board. 

The car it fitted with a lovely barrel shaped body and I would guess 
from the background the photograph was taken somewhere in 
Australia and I believe may have been Ballarat in Victoria. 

 

 

 

 

This lovely period photograph below  recently appeared on Facebook 
and a Vauxhall enthusiast had captioned it that it appears the car on 
the bottom left looks like a D Type Vauxhall. I think he has got it right. 
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The photograph below is of our red 1924 23-60 OD803 with a Wensum 
styled body and the blue one is Dave Manhartôs 1925 23-60 OD1303 
which was the last known 23-60 to leave the production line at 
Vauxhall Motors in 1925. I am not sure exactly what year the 
photograph was taken or where it was taken however I guess it was in 
the mid eighties. 
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The photograph below was taken of Mary and I at John Giddyôs home 
in Kenthurst when I arrived there having just purchased 1923 23-60 
OD233. I bought the car from Ian McNee in Castlemaine Victoria and 
drove it home to Sydney with a stopover in Holebrook. I recall it was 
freezing the morning I left Holebrook for Sydney and the only thing I 
had to keep my hands warm were the socks I had worn the day 
before. I also recall the car was not running well when I arrived in 
Shepparton and I stopped to find the main jet in the Zenith tripple 
defuser carburettor was loose. Fortunately there was a jet key in the 
running board tool box so I was able to tighten it up and the engine 
was back on song. Whilst working on the car a chap pulled up to see 
if I needed some help and it turned out to be Ian Barker also from 
Shepparton who was restoring a 23-60 OD588.  
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The drive where the car is standing later became known as Tubbs 
Road with a sign affixed to a pole. 
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Seen on Facebook recently, was it the end of this E Type below? 

 

Dave Kirke from the UK recently advised the D Type D3433 below sold 
from the UK and is now living in Belfast Northern Ireland.  
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The car was sold new to its first owner by Harrods in Beunos Aires 
Argentina. It is unusual that it is fitted with a second spare wheel 
mounted on the rear of the chassis. Whether this fitting was from new 
or a later addition is not clear. 

There seems to be a lot of Vauxhalls now living in Ireland so I will 
investigate this when Mary and I have a week over there next year. 
Dave Kirke I am sure will put me in touch with the right person to see 
during out travels around the Emerald Isle. 

 

Harrods dash plaque  fitted to D3433  

 

Rear spare wheel fitment  
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Another of Don Chisholm-Smithôs period photographs found and is 
captioned bomb damaged ambulance in Ferne Belgium 1915. Itôs hard 
to distinguish whether the car is built up on an A Type chassis or may 
even be a 6 cylinder B Type as the top rail on the engine looks a little 
different. 

 

 

In the October issue of the newsletter I included a photograph of the 
Vauxhall Motors T.T. car both with Jack Barclay the London Vauxhall 
dealer as well as a photograph of how the car looks now. Below is a 
photograph the carôs twin car engine as well as a drawing. 
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On Facebook recently the owner of E329 in the UK mentioned he had 
trouble with the air compressor on the car and rectified the problem 
by replacing one of the three springs as depicted in the diagram 
below. 
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Coming home last year from the V.C.C.Q.ôs 75th Anniversary Rally in 
Armidale our 23-60 OD494 commenced to starve for fuel on a slight 
rise coming out of Clarence Town. I looked at the air pressure gauge 
and it was on zero though there was slight movement of the needle. 
This ruled out the compressor was not working though not pumping 
sufficient air to the petrol tank. The car was able to travel along a level 
road okay however when I hit a rise or hill the engine was troubled. I 
was able to make it home with Mary using the dash pump when the 
engine faulted.  

The cause was found to be the locking nut which looks like the two 
cow horns on the top of the compressor had wound off allowing the 
adjustment screw in the centre at the top of the pump to unwind so 
not allowing the compressor to pump sufficiently to run the car. I 
wound down the adjuster and locked it up and the engine was back 
on song. The gauge reads 4lbs psi however is red marked at 2psi and 
that it where I set it to.  Though it will run quite well on 1psi. 
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If the adjusting screw had unwound itself out of the top of the 
compressor and fallen out on the road then as they say in the 
classics, it would have been óitôs all over Rose pick up yer clothesô. 

I do recall driving Gunnar Sundellôs 30-98 E Type E328 on a rally and 
again near home it lost all air pressure however I was able to make it 
home again with Mary using the dash pump. On this occasion the 
small conrod for the piston in the compressor had snapped. 

 

The photograph above depicts a World War 1 D Type 

 

Neil Heilbrunn sent me the below information on an unknown 30-98 I 
included a photograph of in the April newsletter. With no door handle 
on the off side rear door I would say the 30-98 is an E Type. It may 
also have leather straps on the front dumb irons to hold up the car if 
one of the springs broke, I have seen these on other E Types. 

Published in the Sydney Daily Telegraph, Saturday 26th. January 1924, page 20. 
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Below is Neilôs email. 
 
Hi All, 

A newspaper clipping in Daveôs excellent newsletter refers to Miss Trautwein at the 
wheel of a 30/98. 
I suspect her to be my grandfatherôs brotherôs daughter, Kathleen. 

The reason I think this is:- 
Her father, T.C.Trautwein, was a high profile hotelier and racehorse owner. He owned 
several pubs across Sydney and NSW including the Coogee Bay Hotel and of course a 
few Royal Hotels. T.C. was a member of parliament until he was locked up for tax 
evasion. Therefore he had the means to purchase a 30/98 for his then 17 year old 
daughter. 
 
To make the motoring page of the Sydney Telegraph, I think you would be from a high 
profile family. 
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Kathleen had an accident in 1936 driving a Rolls Royce so it seems she enjoyed nice 
cars. Also, Trautwein isnôt a very common surname. 

A footnote:  
Kathleen was married to Darby Munroe, the well known jockey. 
She still owned the Coogee Bay Hotel until 1975 and when she died in 1996 owned two 
properties in Point Piper each selling for $6 million. If I had known all this when I was 
younger, she could have been my favourite aunt! 
 
Another footnote:  
Unfortunately the wealth didnôt flow to my side of the family. My grandfather was a 
school teacher who rose to the rank of headmaster of a one teacher school and the only 
car that he ever owned was a Morris Minor. He lived with us in later life , a wonderful 
grandfather. He died trying to teach me to spell. Hopefully he had better luck with his 
other students. 
 
I wonder if I inherited my fondness for Vauxhalls from Kathleen? 
 
Questions: 
- is the car in the photo brand new? 
- where is the car now? 
- would love to be able to confirm that it is Kathleenôs car. 
 
Neil Heilbrunn 

I can advise that Phil Lamrockôs 23-60 OD1010 sold at Donningtons 
Auctions on Sunday 29th March and is South Australia bound to its 
new owner Stuart Griffin who is returning from the UK to live back 
here south of Adelaide. 

 

OD1010  
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It was sad to see Philôs 23-60 sell as Phil and I used to regularly drive 
up to Vacy and Clarence Town in our 23-60ôs for coffee and share an 
apple turnover. Though all is not lost as we still have our Mark 2 
Jaguars as back up. 

   

In May this year 29 cars attended the The Veteran and Vintage 
Vauxhall Register Autumn Leaves Rally in Gunnedah N.S.W. so I will 
include in this and coming newsletters some photographs taken on 
the rally. Syd Reinhardt must be thanked for all his photographs. 

Photograph below taken by Warren McDonogh of some of the cars 
that stopped at the Rural Museum in Quirindi for lunch on the way to 
Gunnedah. 
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Continuing on from Quirindi towards Gunnedah there was a 

customary comfort stop allowed at the pub in Curlewis. 

I took the photograph below of some of the cars parked outside the 

Commercial Hotel with the drivers comforting inside the pub. 

 

I think the highlight on the rally was when we visited the historic 

property Kurrumbede which had been owned by the MacKellar family 

and is where Dorothea MacKellar lived and received the inspiration to 

write her poem óMy Countryô. 

The two photographs below show the house the MacKellarôs built and 

the view from the front verandah of the house. Kurrumbede is now 

owned by the White Haven Mining Company however they are 

ensuring the house is being well maintained and lived in by staff. The 

four photographs below taken by Syd Reinhardt. 
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Kurrumbede  

 

 

 

 

The view from Kurrumbede  

òa land of sweeping plainsó 

 



31 
 

 

 

Entrants on the Gunnedah Rally stopped on the Tuesday at Boggabri 

R.S.L. for lunch. The two photographs below taken by Syd Reinhardt. 

 

 

 

 

Bret  Blackmoreõs 3litre Bentley and Neil Heilbrunnõs 30-98 

 


